
rits on the Side” an original musical review, will be performed for guests at the
Historic Chattahoochee Commission's (HCC) Twenty-First Annual Supper
Meeting in Dothan, Alabama on Thursday, October 2. Four talented

performers sing, dance and act as they spoof everything we hold near and dear in the South.
This rare out-of-season performance will be a
must-see for life-long Southerners and even re-
settled Yankees who have come to appreciate the
good life in the Deep South.

Over 150 people from throughout southeast
Alabama and southwest Georgia are expected to
attend the meeting which will be held in the "Sam
W. Kates Great Hall" at the Wiregrass Museum of
Art. Following supper, the HCC will present its
prestigious Achievement Awards to individuals or
organizations that have been active in a variety of
heritage tourism programs. In addition, Matching
Grant recipients will be announced and the 2003
list of Chattahoochee Valley Threatened
Landmarks will be unveiled.

This humorous show has been performed for groups from all over the country and has
been the subject of numerous articles in a variety of national magazines. "Grits on the Side"
was the recipient of two 2002 Alabama travel and tourism awards. It is guaranteed to have
you slapping your knee and rolling with laughter.

The annual meeting is scheduled to begin at 5:30 PM CDT (6:30 PM EDT) with a
social hour. The seated dinner will begin at 6:30 PM CDT. Reservations may be made by
mailing a check for $24 per person to HCC, Post Office Box 33, Eufaula, AL 36072-0033.
The deadline for registrations is September 15. E-mail queries may be directed to
hcc@alalinc.net .
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“GRITS ON THE SIDE” TO
ENTERTAIN GUESTS AT
HCC ANNUAL MEETING

Have you
ever wondered
who owns the
cemetery you're
interested in or
how to clean it
up? How to
protect it from
neglect or
development
impacts? Who or
what can help
save it? The
Historic
Chattahoochee Commission (HCC) and
the Historic Preservation Division (HPD)
of the Georgia Department of Natural
Resources announce the publication of
Grave Intentions: A Comprehensive
Guidebook to Preserving Historic
Cemeteries in Georgia, by Christine Van
Voorhies. This manual answers your
questions on what to do about an old
cemetery, whether it's small or large, holds
your ancestors or not, or even if it has
unmarked graves. 

As the archaeology outreach specialist
at HPD, Ms. Van Voorhies has honed her
expertise in cemetery preservation by
researching and responding to questions
from the public.  She has also given
numerous presentations about archaeology
and historic burial places. This
comprehensive guide was written to answer
the wide variety of questions most
frequently asked. It offers valuable advice
on planning cemetery restoration tasks,
recording and caring for grave markers, and
protecting against threats from
development or vandalism. It also includes
a review of Georgia cemetery laws.

Cast members entertain with a sketch from
the award-winning “Grits on the Side” 

STATE AGENCIES
RELEASE HISTORIC

CEMETERY
PRESERVATION

GUIDEBOOK

Preservation and Smart Growth Conference
A statewide historic preservation conference focusing on Preservation and Smart

Growth will take place October 17 - 18 in Huntsville, Alabama.  The conference will
concentrate on new strategies for saving Alabama's historic places and offers a key to
economic development, community vitality, and land conservation. This year's annual
meeting is sponsored by the Alabama Historical Commission, the Alabama Preservation
Alliance, the Black Heritage Council, and the Historic Huntsville Foundation.  One of the
major threats to historic places is sprawl-the rapid unplanned growth of towns and cities.
Donovan Rypkema, an expert on downtown economic development, speaks on how
preservation is a key strategy for keeping our downtowns strong and vital.  National
commentator Dwight Young will address why preservationists have a stake in the way
Alabama communities grow.  The director of the Mobile Historic Development Commission
in the 1970s, Young is now with the National Trust for Historic Preservation. For more
information on the annual preservation conference, contact the Alabama Historical
Commission at (334) 242-3184 or view the website at www.preserveala.org. (Continued On Page Two)
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Designed in an easy-to-read format with clear suggestions and sources of further information,
this book will be invaluable to those interested in cemeteries including descendants,
community members, developers and city or county authorities.

Grave Intentions is available in paperback and is priced at $12.95 (ISBN: 0-945477-15-5)
plus $4 for shipping and handling. Orders may be directed to the Historic Chattahoochee
Commission, P. O. Box 33, Eufaula, AL 36072-0033 or phone 334-687-9755. Information about
this book and other HCC publications is available at the HCC Web site, www.hcc-al-ga.org.

NEWSLETTER
The Historic Chattahoochee Commission
(HCC), an agency of the states of Alabama and
Georgia, is involved in the promotion of tourism
and historic preservation throughout the lower
Chattahoochee Valley.

Chattahoochee Tracings is published quarterly and
is free to interested citizens. Requests for the
newsletters and changes of address should be
directed to HCC, P.O. Box 33, Eufaula, Alabama
36072-0033. (334) 687-9755 or P.O. Box 942,
LaGrange, Georgia 30241, (706) 845-8440, e-mail
hcc@alalinc.net, Web Page www.hcc-al-ga.org. 
1-877-POOCHIE.
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MUSEUM NEWS
Hundreds of people attended the grand
opening of the Wiregrass Museum of Art
conference center on March 23rd.
Dignitaries, community leaders, and friends
attended the celebration marking the
official opening of the new facility.
Officially named the "Sam W. Kates Great
Hall," the new facility was dedicated in
honor of Mr. Kates, the museum's founding
director, who was instrumental in helping
to create and establish the city's first
museum dedicated to the arts. Built in 1913
of locally fired red brick, and housed in
Dothan's former Municipal Light and
Water Plant, the new conference center
contains all the latest technology in design,
furnishing and equipment.  The 9,200
square-foot Great Hall will seat 180 people
at round tables or 300 theater style.  For
further information on this facility contact
Erika Faulk at 334-794-3871 to inquire
about hosting your event in this unique
historic building.  The Historic
Chattahoochee Commission will host its
twenty-first annual supper meeting in the
Sam W. Kates Great Hall on October 2,
2003.

Port Columbus: Civil War Naval Center
has recently suffered a serious loss in its
current budget.  The museum's 2003
budgeted revenue was estimated to match
expenses.   This was based on earned
income and budgets from the city and state.
After being approved for a $100,000 grant
by the state legislature for the fourth year,
the Governor's office "deferred" the grant
for the foreseeable future, due to the state's
difficult financial condition.  The staff and
board of the museum have responded by
visiting all budget categories to see where
cuts could be made in expenses, and where
potential additional revenue could be
achieved. Admission, gift shop, and
membership revenue had declined slightly
in April and May after a brisk increase in
the first months of 2003, and finally
reversed themselves again in June, where

increases over last year have been posted.
Efforts continue to get the state grant back
in place and the staff and board continue to
look at other options to make up for a loss
of revenue.  Donations to Port Columbus
Civil War Naval Museum are tax
deductible and may be mailed to Post
Office Box 1022, Columbus, Georgia
31902.  

Members of the fundraising committee of
LaGrange, Georgia's Museum on Main
continue to work at raising funds for the
new history museum for west Georgia.
Already in these early stages of the capital
fundraising project, donations have been
received from foundations, corporations,
and individuals. MoM brochures have been
sent to area residents. Monies are being
raised to renovate the Main Street building
which will house Museum on Main and to
develop and install exhibits in the museum.
Though the building is in good structural
condition, adding rest rooms, a security
system, proper heating and air conditioning
controls, lighting, display cases and a
theater area means that costs will mount
once construction begins.  In addition to
fundraising, committee members are also
considering what the initial exhibits will be
- both the long term and the changing
displays.   General guidelines already
accepted by the group are that about half of
the museum will consist of long-term
displays and about half will be changing
exhibits.  Topics will cover major
development themes in west Georgia
history, from Indians to textiles to
education to sports, and many other
subjects.   For further information contact
the Troup County Historical Society and
Archives at Post Office Box 1051,
LaGrange, Georgia, 30241.  

The Jule Collins Smith Museum of Fine
Art will open in Auburn this October.  The
museum will be a work of art itself with a

curved glass rotunda housing a Dale
Chihuly custom fabricated chandelier.  The
centerpieces of the museum will be the
Audubon and the Advancing American
Art collections.  Private collections will
also be featured such as the collection of
Bill Harbert, an Auburn alumnus.  His
collection will include drawings by Matisse,
Picasso, Dali, and Renoir.  The purchase of
the Advancing American Art collection by
Auburn University has been called the "the
art bargain of the century."   Auburn
University purchased the collection in
1948, after the collection had been amassed
two years earlier by the State Department.
The exhibition was intended to tour Europe
and Latin America for several years as a
demonstration of the finest in American art
at mid-century.  However, Congress and the
press began to question the abstract
qualities of the work and the fact that some
of the artists had been members of the
Communist Party.  The exhibition was
halted in April of 1947 and the art
collection was warehoused as "surplus
property" by the U.S. Government.  After
World War II, tax-supported institutions
like state universities were able to receive a
95 percent discount on all government
property labeled as "surplus." 
Auburn University art professor Frank
Applebee created a pool of funds from his
own salary to allow the university to
purchase the paintings at a government
auction.  This allowed Auburn University
to acquire 36 paintings of the collection for
$1,072.  Auburn's Advancing American
Art Collection is today valued at between
$7 million and $10 million.  For further
information go to the museum website at
www.julecollinssmithmuseum.com.

MUSEUM NEWS
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The Trust for Public Land has bought 178
acres of undeveloped woodland in West
Point, Georgia, adjacent to the
Chattahoochee River, as part of a plan to
create the Chattahoochee Riverwalk and
Regional Park.  The plan is to establish
about a five-mile Riverwalk trail just south
of West Point Dam and extending through
parts of Troup County, West Point and
Harris County, ending at the Georgia
Welcome Center on Interstate 85 near the
Georgia-Alabama state line.  The path
would then tie into trails maintained by the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers around West

TOURISM & PRESERVATION NEWS
Point Lake, which has 500 miles of
shoreline.  The land was purchased in April
from West Point contractor James Griggs
Zachry, III for $312,300, according to deed
records in Troup County Superior Court.
The Trust plans to deed the 178 acres,
which adjoins a 30-acre downtown city
park, to the City of West Point in the next
six weeks for recreational use.  The
organization is also working to either buy or
obtain easements for the riverside trail from
about a dozen owners of property along the
east side of the Chattahoochee, land
needed to establish the riverwalk.   Georgia
Power Company owns a 40-acre tract there

and is talking with the Trust about the land
but has made no commitment to sell or
donate it.  West Point would then work
with Troup and Harris Counties to develop
and maintain the park and trails.  Estimated
cost to acquire all the land and develop the
park and riverwalk is $5 million. 

Jean O. Turn, Clay County librarian in Fort
Gaines, Georgia, recently attended the
Georgia Archives Institute on a Carroll
Hart Scholarship held in Atlanta on June
16-27.     
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offered additional support.  The University
System of Georgia/GALILEO joined on as
a partner, and the project was on its way.

The steps involved in the development
of the New Georgia Encyclopedia were
many.  There is the challenge of knowing
who to cover, including also, in the case of
an online enterprise, whether to cover
living persons (yes).  There is the challenge
of what to cover: whether history only, or
also more contemporary subject matter (the
latter).  There are issues of dividing the
labor, identifying topics, recruiting section
editors, contacting potential writers, and
copyediting and fact checking submitted
entries.   

But the greatest challenge of all is the
technology.  To our amazement, we learned
in 1999 that no "off the shelf" software and
database existed for mounting and
presenting an encyclopedia (at least none
commercially available).  We hired Merrill-
Hall New Media of Atlanta to develop the
technology for us.

The New Georgia Encyclopedia has
attracted a good bit of attention because it
is such a unique enterprise.  It offers the
hope of making reliable information about
Georgia and its past available to a public
audience at no cost to any user with an
existing Internet connection.  That is the
tip of the iceberg, because the follow-up
question is "who is the audience."  We want
the NGE to provide ready access to the
media, especially newspaper reporters; to
students at the middle-grade level and
higher, and to tourists and others (inside
and outside Georgia) who want to know
more about its colleges, communities,
commerce, ecology, and tourist

GUEST 
COLUMN

n the spring of 1998 the University of
Georgia Press and the Georgia

Humanities Council polled the planners of
the New Georgia Guide to learn if there
was any interest in reprinting the Guide or
publishing an encyclopedia.  I'm not sure
we were prepared for the answer: Do a state
encyclopedia, but make it "electronic." 

With a grant from Governor Zell
Miller, a planning committee undertook a
feasibility study.  What we found was that
there were no state encyclopedias
developed for the web, though there were
some in book-form with plans for
digitization, and of course there were
encyclopedias like Compton's and World
Book that had developed web-based
versions of their print editions.  We did
learn a few years later that King County,
Washington, was the subject of an online
local-history encyclopedia developed
expressly for the Internet.  

Though unique and even uncharted,
the Press, the Council, and the State of
Georgia took a leap.  Professor John Inscoe
of UGA became our editor, and Nancy
Grayson our project coordinator.  The State
awarded some funding, and these were
supplemented by foundations and corporate
givers, including NEH, the Woodruff
Foundation, Georgia Power Foundation,
Bell South, Peyton Anderson Foundation,
James Cox Foundation, Historic
Chattahoochee Commission, and UPS
Foundation.  The University of Georgia

GUEST 
COLUMN

destinations.  We
also recognize that
not until the site
goes live will we
know what people
want, and why.        

Why an
online site? The
ability to revise an
article online,
while
continuously
adding new
entries is
attractive.  The challenge of an ongoing
project, on the other hand, is financial.  

When will the site be launched?  The
site is planned for availability at the end of
this year, and for an official launch early in
2004.  The NGE will have at least 800
articles in the database by that time, all of
them original to the encyclopedia.  The
database also will contain digitized
audiotape, videotape, and several thousand
images, each digitally linked with the
articles.

The Alabama Humanities Foundation
and its partners are planning an online
encyclopedia for Alabama, though they are
still early in the process.  We will look
forward to linking with that resource at a
future date.

Doug Purcell instantly recognized the
difference between a print and an online
encyclopedia when we first spoke, and early
in the project gave it his blessing and
support.  We will not forget that: He was
one of the first to do so.  Thanks, Doug,
and the HCC for your leadership and
support.

I
by Jamil Zainaldin

The New Georgia Encyclopedia

Jamil Zainaldin 
President

Georgia Humanities Council

♦
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The Society of Georgia Archivists awards
one scholarship for the Institute consisting
of full payment of tuition.  Ms. Turn has
been with the Kinchafoonee Regional
Library System since January 2001.
Designed for beginning archivists,
manuscript curators, and librarians, the
36th Georgia Archives Institute offered
general instruction in basic concepts and
practices of archival administration and
management of traditional and modern
documentary materials.    The Institute is
sponsored by the Georgia Department of
Archives and History, the Jimmy Carter
Library, and the Atlanta Regional
Consortium for Higher Education.  

A survey was released by the Travel
Industry Association and shows that
Americans won't be traveling much
overseas this spring and summer, potentially
creating a significant impact loss to the
countries that rely on the influx of
American tourist dollars.  The survey also
found that business and air travel continues
to suffer considerably.  Urban areas will be
hit doubly hard this spring and summer as
they feel the effects of the downturn in
business travel.  According to the TIA
survey, 71 % of Americans surveyed still
plan on traveling for pleasure this spring
and summer.  The study found increased
interest in traveling by car, RV and
motorcoach, staying within the U.S. and
visiting small towns and rural areas. 

Alabama Power vice president Bobby
Kerley recently donated $10,000 to Main
Street Eufaula to assist with a variety of
downtown projects.

The number of tourists and convention
goers staying in Columbus hotels, eating in
its restaurants and shopping in its stores fell
more that 3 percent in 2002, the Columbus
Convention & Visitors Bureau says.
Visitation to the city fell from about
831,000 people in 2001 to 804,000 last
year, data compiled for the Bureau by
Columbus State University shows.  That
translated into overall declines in economic

TOURISM & PRESERVATION NEWS
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impact numbers and the number of jobs
supported by the hospitality industry.  But
the numbers puzzle Peter Bowden,
executive director of the Bureau, because
the Bureau's in-house projections were 25
percent higher than the 1 percent to 2
percent growth it had expected.  Bowden
acknowledged 2002 was a down year for the
motorcoach business it has relied on in the
past.  Part of that is attributed to the fact
that many coach operators have gone out of
business, he said, as national regional
economies have taken a beating.  The
Bureau is anticipating a bounceback in the
coming year for the leisure travel market.
And leading the way, industry trends say,
will be baby boomers who have more time
and money to travel.  The Bureau plans to
market that segment using postcards,
brochures and magazine advertisements.  

Michael DeMarsche has resigned as director
of the Jule Collins Smith Museum of Fine
Art at Auburn University to become
president and chief executive officer of the
Colorado Springs Fine Arts Center.  While
at Auburn, DeMarsche guided the
development of the museum, saying he took
it on as a two-year project.  It's lasted four
years.  Auburn University President
William Walker praised DeMarsche's
commitment to the arts, saying he's sorry to
lose him.  The museum was supposed to
open in May at a cost of nearly $4 million.
Walker said construction cost is now in the
$10 million to $12 million range, with
opening delayed until October while final
touches are completed.  Walker said
DeMarshe "got a great offer and he's going
to a facility with a $5 million a year budget.
There's no way that we could compete with
a situation like that."  

The Eufaula City Council voted 4-1 on July
21, to approve design review in a small
portion of the Seth Lore and Irwinton
Historic District in Eufaula.  The ordinance
goes into effect October 1-the start of the
new fiscal year.  Residents who supported
design review say the new ordinance will
protect the city's heritage.  Eufaula Heritage
Association president Robert McCullar told
council members they were making a
lasting difference for the city by passing an

ordinance that designates part of the
historic district as locally protected.  "It's a
rare occasion when you have an
opportunity to make a decision with lasting
importance," he said.  "The treasures are
not only irreplaceable; they have a
tremendous economic impact on the
community."  He cited recent study on the
Eufaula Pilgrimage, which shows the annual
event has a direct impact of nearly
$175,000.  When the multiplier effect is
used, the impact is $1.25 million.   

The non-profit Ida Cason Callaway
Foundation has appointed John P. Byrne, Jr.
as director of development.  The
foundation is the parent organization of
Callaway: the Gardens, Resort and Preserve
in Pine Mountain.  Byrne will implement
and manage the foundation's fundraising
activities, including major gift solicitation,
planned giving and grant development, as
well a capital and major gift campaigns.
He will also manage donor relations, annual
memberships and related special events.
Byrne comes to Callaway from Covenant
House Georgia, an organization serving
run-away, disadvantaged and at-risk youth
in Downtown Atlanta, where he served as
director of funding and development.

A new edition of Preservation of Historic
Burial Grounds, by Lynette Strangstad, is
now available from Preservation Books.
This 24-page booklet covers the
significance of historic burial grounds and
offers practical advice for project
organization, plan development,
maintenance, and conservation appropriate
to early cemeteries.  The book may be
ordered for $6 plus shipping and handling
from Preservation Books by calling 202-
588-6296 or logging onto
www.preservationbooks.org.  

Residents of counties near Callaway can
play golf at new resident rates.  Those
residing in selected counties can play
Mountain View or Lake View golf courses
for $40 Monday through Friday or $50
Saturday and Sunday.

(Continued On Page Six)
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“Cowboy” George Daniel: Blues Man from Creek Stand
By Fred Fussell, Folklorist

CHATTAHOOCHEE FOLKWAYS

` George Daniel was born in Macon
County, Alabama, in 1929. He still lives
within just a few miles of his Creek Stand
birthplace. Daniel has been a farmer, a ranch
hand, a rodeo cowboy, a timber cutter, and a
well digger. He can locate streams of
underground water using a forked willow
branch. In addition to all that, he's one of the
few traditional bluesmen who's still active in
eastern Alabama. The quotes below are from
an extended conversation I recorded with
George Daniel in August, 2003.

My daddy was a guitar player. When he
quit playing he gave me his guitar. When I
was a little boy, I used to set up in the bed
and play it. We played for frolics and for
house parties all around the community -
and at fish fries.  They played dance music.
We never did play any blues before we had
a record player. Not in the old times. I
learned blues from records. My granddaddy
was the fiddle man. I never could do that. I
never could use that bow right. We played
music at peoples houses. They'd kill a hog
and they'd take the livers and lights and all
like that and make hash. They'd have a
frolic and sell that hash to the people that
came to dance.

I raised all my children by working on
a horse. I'd plow the horse all day, and in
the evening time I'd catch cows on 'em. I
started off at a livery stable up there at
Creek Stand. I was about 10 years old. I'd
take care of the horses. I'd catch one and
ride it all around the pasture and fields and
then go back and get me another one and
ride it. I'd do that all afternoon. You had to
get out there in a big old pen and rope you
one to ride. Pick out the one you wanted to
ride and then catch it. I'd stop by there
every afternoon after school let out and
then stay around all weekend too. I made it
to the seventh grade.

I started off roping on a horse to catch
cows. Back then they didn't have no catch-
pens and chutes to get'em up with. You had
to rope'um. Now they got a place where you
can pen'um up to brand'em. They didn't
know nothin' bout that back then. That
was back before 1936 or '37 and maybe on
up until 1943 or '44. One of us would catch
the head, and the other'n'd catch the heels
- with ropes. We'd tie'um up tight to
brand'um. 

It was 1944 before we ever hauled cows

anywhere on a truck. Before that we'd drive
'um up the main road from Creek Stand to
Hurtsboro. That had a pen where you'd put
'em in down by the train track, and then
they'd load 'em on a boxcar. We had a
pasture full of cows at Hardaway and
another one at Shorter. We'd go up there in
the fall of the year and drive them down to
Creek Stand. When springtime came, we'd
drive 'em back up and put'em in the
pasture. That was about fifty miles each
way. It's twenty miles from Hardaway to
Shorter. We had 200 head in one place and
354 in the other. At Hardaway, it was 354.
We'd go right down the road with'em,
drivin'um. We'd drove cows from Creek
Stand over to Columbus, Georgia, too. 

We were in rodeos. Bucking horses,
jackpot roping, ribbon roping, and all of
that. They had'em up there at
Hatchechubbee. There was one out on the
Columbus highway, and there was one right
up above my house, out there in that field,
They'd charge people to come in and watch
'em. You got to charge or you won't have
any prize money. Nowadays you got to have
insurance on yourself and insurance on your
horse or they won't let you enter. Back
there then, we'd just do it for the hell of it -
and for the prize money. 

Jackpot roping - I won the jackpot one
time but I never was lucky enough to win
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that again. But that ribbon roping, and that
calf roping, and heeling? I'd win that all the
time. You know, you got just so many
seconds to tie your calf up. When you get
on your horse, you gon' back him up in that
chute and you put your line right there
between your teeth. Then when you nod
your head that gate comes open and that
calf shoots out. Well, your horse is standing
there looking. When he sees that calf run,
he wants to take off and run with him. But
you got to let the calf get a start before you
can rope him. If your horse passes the calf,
you can't rope him. You have to wait and
then go. It's real dangerous. My mama used
to fuss at me all the time. She'd say, "You're
crazy."  I'd say "Well, I'll just have to be
crazy then."

There'd be people there from all over -
from Texas and everywhere. They'd come
in there by the trailer-loads. Be there all
night and all the next day. But there never
was over four black people doing that. I've
got a buddy out there at Society Hill right
now who was one of 'em. We'd be 'bout the
only ones. Now they got a heap of black
men on it. But back there then we was the
only ones. That's where your money was at
- in the rodeo business. But I never did ride
those bulls. Un-uh! No sir. Horses, yea!
Bucking horses. I'd get on him. But that
bull? No sir-ree! Un-uh. Naw. Never did get
on them bulls. A bull like to kilt me once. I
was through with bulls from then on. I fell
out with bulls. 

Back then they'd have fox hunts. How
many people out there now have fox hunts?
You don't never see nobody out there now
with a pen full of fox hounds. They'd
turn'um loose out there and it'd take me
two months to get all them dogs caught and
put back up again. That's how many they
had. And they'd hunt anywhere they
wanted to. Didn't nobody care back then.
There wasn't hardly no wire fences, and if
there was one that didn't stop us. We'd ride
up close to the fence to let the horse
measure it. Then we'd turn that horse
around about twenty yards back and come
on it hard. Either he went over the wire
fence or you did. At least one of you was
going over! I tell my grandchildren now
when they say they want a horse, I say you
won't never do what I done! Children
coming up now sure have the good times,
compared to what it used to be.

George Daniel
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Georgia counties included are Harris,
Troup, Meriwether, Coweta, Talbot,
Muscogee and Heard.  Alabama counties
included are Lee, Randolph, Chambers,
Russell and Barbour.  Rates are based on
availability and apply year-round with no
black out dates or black out times.  Players
must present a valid drivers license to prove
residency.  Advance tee times will not be
taken.  Same-day tee times can be made by
calling 706-663-2281, Ext. 5325. 

Randall Travel Marketing has completed an
economic impact study of the 2003 Eufaula
Pilgrimage in Eufaula, Alabama.  The study
noted that the total economic impact on
Eufaula and Barbour County for lodging,
food and meals, shopping, tickets and other
miscellaneous items is $174, 861.  When
the multiplier effect is factored in that
impact totals more than $1.25 million for
the three-day event, now in its 38th year.
Copies of the executive summary for the
economic impact study of the Eufaula
Pilgrimage are available from the Historic
Chattahoochee Commission in Eufaula. 

A proposed $40 million expansion by
Columbus State University may create an
arts district stretching from the historic
Springer Opera House to the
Chattahoochee River.    The University is
proposing to buy three downtown buildings
along Bay and Front Avenues near
Dillingham Street Bridge.  They would
house the college's theater and fine arts

programs.  CSU's music program is
currently in the RiverCenter for the
Performing Arts.  CSU President Frank
Brown compared it to the Savannah School
for Art and Design, a downtown campus
that has helped revitalize that city's central
business district.  The impact of CSU on
Columbus' downtown has the potential to
be greater for one reason, Brown said.  "In
Savannah, the buildings are scattered across
downtown with no discernible campus,"
Brown said.  "Our plan is a little different.
We will have a defined campus."  In fact,
Brown said, it would create a three-block
arts district that would include the
Springer, RiverCenter and the CSU
campus.  "The arts district will literally
draw thousands of people to the river
front," Brown predicted. 

On May 19, 2003, a historic marker was
dedicated at the Muscogee County School
District's Academic Success Center in
Waverly Terrace.  This National Register of
Historic Places building first opened in
1906 as the Secondary Industrial School.  It
was the nation's first public co-educational
industrial high school.  G. Gunby Jordan,
then President of the School Board, and his
son, R. C. Jordan, donated the land and
were instrumental in developing the school.
The school's name changed in 1912 to
Columbus Industrial High School and again
in 1939 to Columbus Jr. High School.  The
building was designed by J. W. Golucke of
Atlanta.  Golucke's public buildings were of
monumental style and scale and used brick

and stone to illustrate Neo-Classical details.
Historic Columbus Foundation Assistant
Director Elizabeth Barker worked with
school faculty in the research and
preparation of the marker.  Historic
Columbus and the Historic Chattahoochee
Commission participated in the purchase of
the marker for the school.  Hundreds of
alumni, friends, and city and state officials
were present for the dedication celebration. 

Phillip Depoy, a playwright and Georgia
State University professor, is in the final
stages of turning an oral history book on
Stewart County into a play.  "Pot Liquor,
the Production" is based on interviews with
60-70 county residents.  The book was
edited by historian and Historic
Chattahoochee Commission Folklorist Fred
Fussell and Sue Moye of Lumpkin, Georgia.
Depoy is working with playwright Lee
Nowell on the project.  Depoy has written
several plays, including the well-known
"Appalachian Christmas."

Academic Success Center
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