
isitation statistics for selected
Chattahoochee Trace attractions
during 2002 showed an upward
trend when compared with figures

from the previous year according to Historic
Chattahoochee Commission (HCC)
Executive Director, Douglas C. Purcell.
Each year the
Commission tracks
attendance at
nineteen sites to help
gauge the health of
the tourism industry
in the eighteen
county bi-state
Chattahoochee
Valley region it
serves.

Nine attractions
showed gains while
nine attractions had
decreases and one
attraction had no
change. By
comparison in 2001
eight attractions in the survey had
attendance gains. Nine attractions posted
gains in 2000, eight in 1999, ten in 1998,
six in 1997, nine in 1996, ten in 1995,
seven in 1994 and three in 1993. The
average attraction visitation increase over
the last ten years has been eight so 2002
was a better year than most. In addition
372,225 more visitors visited these
attractions in 2002 than during 2001. This
was a 3.6% increase. These nineteen area
attractions recorded a total of 10,827,871
visitors in 2002.

Small deceases (under 13%) were
recorded at three attractions while six
attractions showed moderate decreases
ranging from 17.3% to 32.9%. Heading the
list with the largest increase was Shorter
Mansion, which had a 171.3% attendance
gain. However, this increase is skewed over
the previous year's figures because it
includes visitors during the Eufaula
Pilgrimage. The largest decrease in
attendance was at Florence Marina State
Park.

After Shorter Mansion, Fendall Hall in
Eufaula had the highest gain at 30.2%.
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Other increases included: Eufaula National
Wildlife Refuge (29.9%), Lake
Eufaula/Walter F. George (15.6%), Lake
George W. Andrews (8.9%), Lakepoint
Resort State Park (6.2%), Little White
House (1.2%), George T. Bagby State Park
(0.90%) and Providence Canyon State Park

(0.36%). Visitation
numbers at The
Columbus Museum
were exactly the same
as those recorded in
2001 and 2000.
Improved fishing
conditions on Lake
Eufaula/Walter F.
George accounted for
the increase in
visitation this year
after a 28.21% decline
in 2001.

Small visitor
decreases were
reported at West Point
Lake (4.6%), Lake

Seminole (7.3%) and Landmark Park
(12.5%). Moderate visitation decreases
occurred at: Westville (17.3%), Port
Columbus: National Civil War Naval
Museum (17.4%), Kolomoki Mounds State
Park (19.6%), FDR State Park (23.4%),
U. S. Army Aviation Museum (30.0%), and 
Florence Marina State Park (32.9%).
Interestingly, of those five attractions that
charge admissions, three showed visitor
increases while two showed decreases. Six
of the free (no admission charged except
maybe for a park pass) attractions showed
increases while seven showed decreases and
one was unchanged.

Tourism expenditures continued to
increase during 2001 in Alabama ($6.1
billion-up 1% over 2000) and in Georgia
($16.1 billion-up 0.9% over 2000).
According to Purcell, tourism is the number
two industry in Alabama and Georgia and
the third largest retail industry in the
United States. In 2001, $545.1 billion was
recorded in tourism expenditures in the
United States, a loss of $39.3 billion or
about 7% over the previous year.

Alabama Governor Bob Riley has
appointed former Huntsville tourism
director Lee Sentell to head the Alabama
Bureau of Tourism & Travel.  "Lee's
extensive experience and impressive
successes in the tourism area will ensure
that our tourism industry remains thriving
and continues to attract millions of visitors
to our state," Riley said.  Sentell said he
welcomes the opportunity to lead the
agency and is eager to market Alabama's
assets to the rest of the country. Beginning
in 1991, Sentell served as director of
tourism for the Huntsville Convention &
Visitors Bureau.  Prior to that job, Sentell
served for 10 years as director of marketing
for the U.S. Space & Rocket Center and
Space Camp in Huntsville.  He was
inducted into the Alabama Tourism Hall of
Fame in 2000 in recognition of his
professional contributions to the state
tourism industry.  He has chaired the
Alabama Bureau of Tourism & Travel
Advisory Board, the Alabama Travel
Council Board and the North Alabama
Tourism Association Board.  Sentell is a
native of Ashland, Alabama.  He received
his Bachelor of Arts degree in
Communications from Auburn University.
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NEWSLETTER
The Historic Chattahoochee Commission
(HCC), an agency of the states of Alabama and
Georgia, is involved in the promotion of tourism
and historic preservation throughout the lower
Chattahoochee Valley.
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is free to interested citizens. Requests for the
newsletters and changes of address should be
directed to HCC, P.O. Box 33, Eufaula, Alabama
36072-0033. (334) 687-9755 or P.O. Box 942,
LaGrange, Georgia 30241, (706) 845-8440, e-mail
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So the increases in Alabama and Georgia
were very significant when contrasted with
what happened nationally. The decline in
tourism expenditures nationally was
attributed to the lingering effects of the
tragic events on September 11, 2001 and
the downturn in the economy. However
travel industry forecasts indicate that these
figures will continue to grow as the travel
industry moves to overtake food stores and
becomes the second largest retail or service
industry in the next few years. The
Chattahoochee Trace region continues to
play a small but significant role in this
industry growth in Alabama and Georgia.

By Douglas C. Purcell
In September of 1972 I became executive director of the Historic Chattahoochee

Commission (HCC), fresh out of graduate school at the University of Alabama and Infantry
Officer Basic Training at Fort Benning. My assigned mission was to develop the lower
Chattahoochee Valley's full potential for tourism and historic preservation. A major task, to
say the least, but a number of building blocks were already in place throughout the eighteen
county bi-state region that we now serve.

During the last 30 plus years I have been privileged to work with over 100 board members
as well as dedicated staff members like Rachel (Johnson) Britt, Carolyn Griggs, Jean Robinson,
Renee Ellis, Jan Martin, Janice South, Deborah Shaw and Dianne Freeman. In addition I have
worked under six Alabama governors, from George Wallace to Bob Riley, and six Georgia
governors, from Jimmy Carter to Sonny Perdue. During this same time period, I have
collaborated with Alabama Historical Commission directors from Warner Floyd to Lee Warner
and Georgia Historic Preservation Division directors from Mary Jewett to Ray Luce. I have
also served with Alabama tourism directors from Doug Benton to Lee Sentell and Georgia
tourism directors from Roy Burson to Janis Cannon. Of course there have also been many
friends in the Alabama Legislature and Georgia General Assembly.

In reflecting back on the past three decades, I see that much progress has been made
building or improving highway infrastructure in this region as well as new or
expanded/improved tourism assets. Lakepoint Resort was completed in the early 1970's and
other new park facilities like Bagby State Park and Florence Marina State Park have emerged.
Museum and interpretive facilities like the Chattahoochee Valley Art Museum, Landmark
Park, Chipley Historical Center,  Wiregrass Museum of Art and The Columbus Museum have
developed or expanded and now attract thousands of tourists to this region each year. 

Not to be forgotten are recreational facilities which include Water World  in Dothan and
Surfside Water Park in Auburn as well as the Robert Trent Jones golf courses like Highland
Oaks and Grand National and the privately operated Red Eagle course at Eufaula. Callaway
Gardens has completed the Sibley Horticultural Center and the Day Butterfly Center. New or
expanded tourist attractions in Columbus/Phenix City area include the Coca-Cola Space
Science Center, Port Columbus: National Civil War Naval Museum, the Chattahoochee
Riverwalk, Phenix City Riverwalk and Oxbow Meadows Environmental Learning Center. Just
downriver, at Fort Mitchell, are the Chattahoochee Indian Heritage Center and Fort Mitchell
National Cemetery. Other new Dothan attractions of note include the Wiregrass Festival of
Murals and Dothan Area Botanical Park.

Train depots have been put back into service in Opelika, Dothan, Ashford, Columbus,
Richland, Dothan, Clayton and Eufaula while historic buildings like the Octagon House in
Clayton, Fendall Hall in Eufaula and Pebble Hill in Auburn are now open to visitors. Historic
courthouse buildings in Phenix City, Seale, Hamilton, LaGrange, Georgetown, Eufaula,
Cuthbert, LaFayette, Opelika, Lumpkin, Blakely, Bainbridge, Fort Gaines and Donalsonville
have been renovated and are now tourist attractions in their own right.

These are only a few tourism and preservation highlights that have occurred over the last
30 years. But from the foregoing it is obvious that much progress has been made in this region.
And this is important because some of the counties served by the Historic Chattahoochee
Commission are among the poorest in the nation. Leaders in these impoverished counties see
tourism as the one industry that has the potential to improve the quality of life of their
citizens. But ultimately we all benefit from the tourism dollars left behind by area residents and
visitors from across the country. 

And so the foundation has been laid for a thriving travel industry in this region centered
around its historic, scenic and recreational attractions. However much work remains to be
done to further enhance intercommunity cooperation while promoting additional
infrastructure development throughout the region. The HCC has been a leader in this effort
for a long time but can only claim credit for a small portion of what has been accomplished
through local initiatives and area partnerships. As funding resources are made available to the
HCC by the Alabama Legislature and the Georgia General Assembly we will continue to
build on these past successes so that all citizens in this region can enjoy a better tomorrow. 

REFLECTIONS ON 30 YEARS OF
PROGRESS IN THE CHATTAHOOCHEE
VALLEY OF ALABAMA AND GEORGIA

Political turmoil, global economic down
turn and travel jitters have put an estimated
6.6 million people out of work in the tourism
industry worldwide, and there is little sign of
recovery before 2005, the United Nations
says.  The U.N. International Labor
Organization said one of every 12 workers in
the tourism sector lost jobs in 2001-02.
Terrorist targeting of tourists-such as
December's attack on a hotel in the Kenyan
resort of Mombasa and the bombings in the
Indonesian island of Bali dampened hopes
for a revival, its report said.

TOURISM
INDUSTRY SUFFERS

WORLDWIDE



served as a Confederate
armory.  The town was
raided twice by federal
troops during the war, but
the building survived
despite being emptied of
the ammunition and
supplies it held.  The
museum has a portion of a
rail heated and twisted by
General Lovell Rousseau's
men (July, 1864) to make
the railroad useless.
Business continued to operate in the
building until the 1940s.

When the Lee County Historical
Society was established in 1968, the society
bought the building, which is recognized as
the oldest remaining commercial structure
in Lee County.  Inside the 6,000 square feet
building, a collection of artifacts depicts the
chronological history of Lee County from
the time the area was under the sea,
through the Creek Indian period, into the
20th Century.

In 1969, a garden of historical herbs
and flowers was planted, and is now being
restored according to the original plan.
Later a blacksmith shop was added.  The
blacksmith shop is used weekly by local
blacksmiths and by demonstrators at the
popular historical fairs, which are usually in
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pringtime in.....Loachapoka?  That
wouldn't make much of a song, but it
can make a day or weekend outing for

anyone interested in history or gardening.
Thanks to a matching grant from the
Historic Chattahoochee Commission, the
exhibits in the 158-year-old museum
building have been reworked and
rearranged to depict area history.  The
antique commercial signs on the walls have
been restored by a local artist, the interior
painted, termite damage repaired, and the
doors will be open this spring on Saturdays
from 10AM - 4PM (CDT) or by
appointment for club and school groups,
Elderhostelers, and other travelers.

The Lee County Historical Society
Museum was originally a trade center built
of fieldstone by the time the Western of
Alabama Railroad reached Loachapoka
from Montgomery.  The first store, in what
became the main shipping center for nearby
counties; the two-story structure has 17-
inch thick walls.  Farm tools and house
wares, cloth, clothes, buggies, lobsters,
oysters, and whiskey in barrels were sold by
J.C. Phillips and Company from 1845-1870.
At various times, the building also housed a
doctor's office, a pharmacy, a dress shop,
and housing quarters upstairs for the
merchant's family.

During the Civil War the Trade Center

GUEST 
COLUMN

SPRINGTIME IN...LOACHAPOKA?
by Jessie Summers

October.  In 1991, a 100-year old dog-trot
log cabin was dismantled, moved, and
reconstructed on museum grounds where it
is now used to teach pioneering ways of
living.

Members of the local historical society
are also active in other historical
organizations from which they have
received awards for historic preservation.
Such support, as well as gifts from
numerous donors, and work by many
volunteers, has enabled the museum to
grow and the mortgage to be burned.  The
Lee County Historical Society would like
to throw the doors open and welcome
travelers this spring.  Anyone interested in
arrangements may call 334-502-8313 or
write Jessie Summers, LCHS, P. O. Box
206, Loachapoka, AL 36865.

S

The West Room of the Lee County Historical Society
Museum after recent restoration.

PEOPLE IN THE NEWS
Dr. Martin T. (Marty) Olliff has recently
joined the Alabama Humanities
Foundation's board of directors.  He received
three degrees from Auburn University; a B.S.
in Education, an M.A. in European History
and Ph.D. in American History.  He is now
employed as Director of the Archives of
Wiregrass History and Culture and is
Assistant Professor of History at Troy State
University-Dothan.  He is also involved with
the Alabama Historical Association, the
Historic Chattahoochee Commission and
Phi Alpha Theta International Honor
Society in History, for which he serves as the
Southeastern Area National Representative.

Georgia Governor Sunny Perdue recently
dismissed that state's chief industry hunter,
R.K. Sehgal, and tapped a bank executive to
replace him.  Sehgal, an appointee of former
Governor Roy Barnes, will be succeeded by
Glenn Cornell as Commissioner of the

Department of Industry, Trade and Tourism.
Cornell was Senior Vice-President and
Manager of Economic Development and
Governmental Relations for Bank of
America Mid-South.

Bob Hendrix, Executive Director of the
Dothan Area Convention & Visitors Bureau,
has recently been elected Vice President of
the Alabama Association of Convention and
Visitors Bureaus.  Hendrix was also elected
to serve on the Board of Directors of the
Alabama Travel Council, the Alabama
Hospitality Association and the Historic
Chattahoochee Commission.

Uptown Columbus, Inc. President Burnie
Quick resigned recently.  Quick has been in
charge of the nonprofit downtown
organization for the last eight years.  He is a
retired Army colonel and has been at the

helm during the dramatic revitalization of
downtown Columbus.  Ron Mullenix,
Chairman of the Uptown Incorporated
board, praised Quick for providing leadership
and direction, but the board felt it was time
to make a change.  Quick remains in control
of the Business Improvements District, a
property-tax-funded organization that
provides additional security and sanitation
services in a limited portion of downtown.  

Dave Eversman, Chief Executive Officer of
the four-county Southwest Georgia Chamber
of Commerce, has resigned.  Eversman, 47,
of Columbus who has been with the
Chamber since 1999, said he hopes to pursue
development projects in the chamber region,
which includes Randolph, Clay, Quitman
and Stewart.  C. P. Redding, Chamber
President and Chairman of Quitman County
Commission, said the Chamber is going
through reorganization and he hopes to
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Information for inclusion in the Calendar of Events must be
received by the first of the month preceding the event.

Events will be listed as space permits.

MAY 2003
April 30 BIG, THE MUSICAL: Dothan Opera House, 
thru May 4 Dothan, Alabama. Apr. 30-May 3, 2003 at 7:30 PM 

(CDT); May 4, 2003 at 2:00 PM (CDT). Tickets 
will be on sale at the Dothan Civic Center Box 
Office.  Call for details (334) 794-0400.  Web site: 
www.seact.com.

May 1 MAY DAY: Westville, Georgia's Working 1850 
Town.  Lumpkin, Georgia.  11 AM (EDT).  The 
May Pole Dance, Tournament of Games and the 
crowning of "Queen of Love and Beauty" are all part
of May Day-a centuries old custom dating back to 
Renaissance England which heralded in spring's 
bounty.  Local children, dressed in period clothing, 
will participate in these traditional activities and 
Westville's houses will be decorated with fresh 
flowers.  For more information call 1-888-733-1850 
or visit their web site at www.westville.org. 

May 1 & 2 HISTORIC PINE HILL CEMETERY 
LANTERN TOUR: Armstrong Street, Auburn, 
Alabama. 7 PM- 9 PM (CDT).  Auburn Heritage 
Association brings the history of the town to life 
with its annual lantern tour.  Characters, dressed in 
period costumes, will be portraying Auburn 
personalities and telling stories of past Auburn. 
Dinner will precede the cemetery tour on Friday, 
May 2nd.    For more information and ticket prices 
call (334) 887-3484 or (334) 887-3173.  

May 1-3 DRIVING MISS DAISY: Springer Opera House, 
May 7-11 Columbus, Georgia.  One of the funniest and most 
May 15-17 touching Southern comedies ever written.  This 

award-winning drama examines the relationship 
that an aging, Southern widow has with a soft-
spoken black man her son hired to be her chauffer. 
Tickets on sale now.  Call (706) 327-3688 for 
information and ticket prices. 

May 1 thru THE ART AND CRAFT OF GUNSMITHING:
June 15 The Columbus Museum, 1251 Wynnton Road, 

Columbus, Georgia.   This special exhibition will 
feature selections of important and rare 18th 
century firearms from the collection of Columbus 
native, the late C. Dexter Jordan, Sr.  For more 
information call (706) 649-0713. 

May 1 thru CONTEMPORARY GRAPHICS FROM THE 
June 21 PERMANENT COLLECTION: The Columbus 

Museum Uptown, 1004 Broadway, Columbus, 
Georgia.  Drawn entirely from the collection of The
Columbus Museum, this exhibition of prints from 
1960 to the present features various works on paper 
from the national and regional artists.  For more 
information call (706) 221-7580.

May 2 THREE ON A STRING WITH CSU 
ORCHESTRA: RiverCenter Bill Heard Theatre, 
Columbus, Georgia.  The award-winning 
Birmingham-based group provides a diverse mix of 
folk, country and blues-all presented with great 
comedy and charm.  8 PM (EDT).   
Call 888-332-5200 for tickets and information.  For 
more information about Three On A String visit 
their web site at www.threeonastring.com.

May 2 GOSPEL MUSIC GATHERIN': Landmark Park, 
Dothan, Alabama.  Experience an evening of 
inspiration and celebration as some of the area's best
Southern gospel groups perform in the park's 
Victorian gazebo. 6 PM - 10 PM (CDT).  Admission
charged.  For more information call (334) 794-3452.

May 3 FLEA MARKET: Farmer's Market, Downtown 
Eufaula, Alabama. Sponsored by Eufaula Main 
Street.  7 AM - 12 PM (CDT).  For more 
information call Julie Turner at (334) 616-6170. 

May 3 HOUSEWARMING AT FDR'S LITTLE 
WHITE HOUSE: Roosevelt's Little White House, 
Warm Springs, Georgia. 12:30 PM-3:30 PM(EDT).  
In May of 1932, a housewarming party was thrown 
to celebrate the construction of FDR's Little White 
House. Relive this day as Dr. Tom Wentland 
portrays FDR and Nancy Simko becomes Eleanor 
welcoming visitors to their home.  For more 
information call (706) 655-5870.

May 3 YOUTH FISHING DAY: Ed Lisenby Lake, 
formerly Dale County Lake, Ozark, Alabama.  5k 
run, games, storytelling, fishing tournament, food 
and lots of family fun.  5 K run, 8 AM (CDT); 
fishing, 9 AM - 2 PM (CDT).  No admission 
charged.  For more information call (334) 774-2523.
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May 3 & 4 THE GARDEN TOUR: Dothan Area Botanical 
Gardens, 5130 Headland Avenue, Dothan, 
Alabama.  A walk through eight wonderful private 
gardens filled with botanical discoveries.  Saturday 
10 AM - 5 PM (CDT). Sunday 1 PM-5 PM (CDT).
Contact Jim Oates for more information at 
(334) 793-3226. 

May 4 VINTAGE BASEBALL: Westville, Lumpkin, 
Georgia.  1:30 PM (EDT).   Batter up with 
Westville Biscuits!  Westville takes you back to the 
"old ball game" by offering an opportunity for visitors
to play baseball 1860s style using rules, field and 
equipment of the period.  For more information call 
1-888-733-1850 or visit their web site at 
www.westville.org.   

May 10 ASTRONOMY: Florence Marina State Park, 
Omaha, Georgia. 10 AM- 8 PM (EDT). $2 parking.  
Take a 10 AM (EDT) tour of Rood Creek Mounds 
and learn about archeology, then participate in a 
hands-on study of the heavens at night.  For more 
information call (229) 838-4706.   

May 10 SPRING WILDFLOWER DAY: Providence 
Canyon State Park, Lumpkin, Georgia. 1 - 4 PM 
(EDT). Take a guided hike through this unusual 
canyon to see trillium, wild ginger, wild azaleas and 
other native flowers.  $2 parking.  For more 
information call (229) 838-6202.

May 10 thru LOCAL COLOR: Wiregrass Museum of Art, 126 
July 20 Museum Avenue, Dothan, Alabama.  Dothan 

Wiregrass Art League members show.  Tuesday-
Saturday, 10 AM -5 PM (CDT); Sunday 1 PM-5PM 
(CDT).  No admission charged.  For more 
information contact Erika Hayes at (334) 794-3871.

May 11 A SOUTHEASTERN FAMILY AFFAIR: THE 
RED-COCKADED WOODPECKER: Oxbow 
Meadows, 3535 South Lumpkin Road, Columbus, 
Georgia.  2 - 3 PM (EDT).  U.S. Fish & Wildlife 
Services will present a special talk about the 
endangered Red-cockaded Woodpecker & its 
keystone role in the southeastern pine forest 
ecosystems.  For more information call 
(706) 687-4090.  

May 18 WILLIE NELSON: RiverCenter Bill Heard 
Theatre, Columbus, Georgia. 8 PM (EDT).   Come 
and spend an unforgettable evening with one of 
America's best-loved artists.  The 68-year old Willie 
Nelson has recorded country, pop, blues, movie 
soundtracks, jazz, gospel, American songbook 
standards, rock 'n' roll, Western Swing, and more.  
For tickets and information call 888-332-5200.

May 23 MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND CELEBRATION:
Florence Marina State Park, Omaha, Georgia.  
10 AM (EDT).  Spend the weekend participating in 
primitive weapons, demonstrations, butterfly 
presentations, reptile programs, guided tours of the 
Rood Creek Mounds and boat rides along the river.  
$2 parking.  For more information call 
(229) 838-4706.

May 23-25 44TH CHEVY TRUCKS MASTER WATER SKI
& WAKEBOARD TOURNAMENT: Callaway 
Gardens, Pine Mountain, Georgia.  Mega fun and 
excitement!  World's greatest water-skiers converge 
on Robin Lake for a weekend of intense competition
to discover who is the best male & female water 
skier in the world.  Tickets may be purchased in 
advance by calling 888-806-2783. 

May 24 12TH ANNUAL DAY LILY FESTIVAL:
Headland, Alabama.  Town Square- Flower show 
with judging by public, sale of plants, handbooks, 
note cards, tour of local gardens, and workshops.  
9 AM-4 PM (CDT).  No admission charged.  
Contact Headland Chamber of Commerce at (334) 
693-3303.

May 24 WALKING TOUR: Downtown, Dothan, Alabama.
thru July 5 10 AM (CDT).  Free guided Saturday morning walks

will take place from Memorial Day weekend through
the Fourth of July weekend.  Tours will begin at the 
Salute to the Peanut Industry Mural.  Please call 
1- 888-449-0212 for more information. 

May 24 & 25 1836 CREEK INDIAN WAR: Westville, Georgia's
Working 1850 Town, Lumpkin, Georgia.  Saturday: 
Skirmish at 12:30 PM (EDT) and 3:30 PM (EDT). 
Sunday: Skirmish at 2:30 PM (EDT). Horses, gun 
fighting, hand-to-hand combat and "wounded" 
people all add to the life-like skirmish.   Re-enactors 
in period clothing will demonstrate an encampment 
of soldiers who have been dispatched to protect local
citizens against Indian attack.  An Indian camp will 
be demonstrated.  For more information call 
1-888-733-1850 or visit their web site at 
www.westville.org. 

May 26 MEMORIAL DAY SALUTE: Roosevelt's Little 
White House, Warm Springs, Georgia. 12:30 PM-
1 PM (EDT).  Join us in a ceremonial lowering of 
the flag by WWII veterans at the entrance gate to 
FDR's vacation home.  For more information call 
(706) 655-5870.

May 26 MEMORIAL DAY: Westville, Georgia's Working 
1850 Town, Lumpkin, Georgia.  Enjoy a day of 
traditional music and 1850 crafts such as pottery, 
blacksmithing, woodworking, weaving, hearth-side 
cooking and wagon rides.  For more information call 
1-888-733-1850 or visit their web site at 
www.westville.org.
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"Picture a slave hanging a quilt on the
fence of a 1800s Southern plantation.
Nothing was particularly unusual about
this. It hung with other items needing to be
aired out. To most, it was just a bed-
covering airing. To those who knew the
secret codes in the quilt pattern, it could
mean the difference between life and death,
hope and hopelessness. How clever that
hanging right there in front of their masters
was a bit of fabric that could help set them
free. Because they were not taught to read
or write English, those on the Underground
Railroad developed an intricate system of
secret codes and signs to communicate with
one another. These codes gave them signals
all along the Underground Railroad routes."
(Text from an exhibit at Rhoane State
Community College, Harriman, Tennessee,
titled "Quilt Codes and the Underground
Railroad").

According to its web site
(http://www.nsa.gov/about_nsa/index.html),
The National Security Agency is the
Nation's cryptologic organization. The
agency coordinates, directs, and performs
highly  specialized activities to protect U.S.
information systems and produce foreign
intelligence information.  A high
technology organization, NSA is on the
frontiers of communications and data
processing.  You may wonder what such an
agency has to do with folklore and
traditional culture.  The following quote is
from the introduction to an exhibition
titled "Follow the Drinking Gourd" that's
currently on view at the National Security
Agency  offices, located at Fort George G.
Meade, Maryland.  The "Drinking Gourd"
is another name for the constellation Ursa
Major, which points the way to the North
Star, the standard ancient guide for use in
navigation.

"Cryptology or secret writing is an
ancient art that has been used in
innumerable ways by countless cultures and
empires since the dawn of time. From an
American perspective, cryptology has
always been part of the fight to preserve
freedom. The history of America and of
secret communications includes many
examples of enterprising men and women

CHATTAHOOCHEE FOLKWAYS
FOLLOW THE DRINKING GOURD

By Fred Fussell, Folklorist

CHATTAHOOCHEE FOLKWAYS

who, with little in the way of resources,
developed innovative devices and systems
that have become a part of this cryptologic
legacy of freedom. One of the most
inspiring stories is the creation of slave
quilts in the early and mid-1800s. The
secret messages embedded in the quilts,
some say, assisted slaves from the South in
their efforts to escape to freedom in the
North. Each quilt contained a specific code
or message that conveyed important
information to those who were attempting
the dangerous journey from the southern
regions of the nation to the free states and
Canada."

There is a popular notion, prompted
primarily by a 1998 book titled Hidden in
Plain View: the Secret Story of Quilts and
the Underground Railroad, that American
slaves were able to develop and use a
complicated and widespread coded language
in the form of quilt patterns to assist other
slaves find their way to the North and
freedom via the Underground Railroad.
The book, (New York, Doubleday, 1999.
ISBN 0385491379) by Jacqueline L. Tobin
and Raymond G. Dobard, is based on the
accounts of Ozella McDaniel Williams, an
African American quilter from Charleston,
South Carolina. Williams is supposed to
have learned of the code from her mother
and her grandmother before her.  In her
story, which she imparted to Jacqueline L.
Tobin, Williams describes how slaves made
coded quilt patterns and then used them to

navigate their escape on the Underground
Railroad. Tobin in turn enlisted the
assistance of Raymond Dobard, Ph.D., an
art history professor and African American
quilter, to help in providing a historical
context that would explain what Williams
was describing.

The notion of slaves actually devising
and using such an esoteric and complicated
system of communication has come under
heavy criticism and created much doubt
among art historians and other history
scholars. Is it probable, or even possible,
that people who lead such controlled lives
could have employed such a widespread
secret visual language to communicate
specific information regarding such subjects
as the location of roadways, trails, safe
houses, food resources, and so on? 

In his article Stitching Ideas Into
Patterns: Methodology in the Writing of
Hidden in Plain View, author Raymond
Dobard states "Patchwork quilts were
readable objects in nineteenth-century
America. Quilt patterns, in particular the
geometric ones, were named according to
geographic regions and to prevailing social
concerns."  But aren't such generalized
concepts as social mores and geographic
regions a far cry from the kind of specific
information that a slave on the run from his
or her master would need to survive the
hardships of flight and to prevent recapture? 

There are several logical arguments
against the quilt code theory. First,
according to quilt historians, some of the
quilt patterns that are reported by Ozella
Williams to have contained codes did not
even exist during the slavery era. And, in
addition, there is no corroborating
historical evidence  - written or recorded -
to back the theory. Yet, when a
governmental agency of the United States,
specifically the one that "coordinates,
directs, and performs highly  specialized
activities to protect U.S. information
systems" mounts an exhibit supporting the
topic, isn't the quilt code theory
legitimized, if not proven, in the eyes of
most Americans? Is a coded language
contained in the quilts of slaves fact,
fiction, or folklore? What's your opinion?
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release more information about its future
direction soon. 

Beryl Rigsby has recently been reappointed
as Executive Director of the Southwest
Georgia Chamber of Commerce, a position
which she headed from February 26, 1996
until 1999, when Dave Eversman was
appointed.  Beginning with the Cuthbert-
Randolph Chamber of Commerce, it soon
became the Southwest Georgia Chamber of
Commerce as the chamber expanded to
meet area needs.  After leaving the
Chamber, Mrs. Rigsby was associated with
the Better Hometown as manager. 

Beth Morton, Executive Director of the
Eufaula Heritage Association since 2001, has
announced her resignation effective April
15.  Robert McCullar, President of the
Association, thanked Ms. Morton for her
work over the last eighteen months.  A
search is now underway to fill the position
being vacated by Ms. Morton.

Betsy Baker, Executive Director of the
Georgia Council for the Arts has resigned
her position.  Appointed in 2000, by
Governor Roy E. Barnes, Ms. Baker plans to
continue her work in the Arts through other
avenues including working to develop strong
arts advocacy support for the State of
Georgia.  Commenting on her tenure, Ms.
Baker said, "It has been an honor and a
privilege to serve Georgia for the past two
and one-half years.  I am very pleased with
our accomplishments over this period and
feel that the agency had a solid strategic
plan, tremendous constituent support, and
many model programs throughout the state
that the legislature can be proud of
supporting."  Prior to joining the Council,
Ms. Baker served as the Commissioner for
Parks, Recreation and Cultural Affairs for
the City of Atlanta and from 1993 to 1997,
Director of Spectator Services for the
Atlanta Committee for the Olympic Games.
The Georgia Council for the Arts, a division
of The Governor's Office of Planning and
Budget, is a state agency that provides
support for nonprofit arts and cultural
organizations throughout the state.  

Jeff Stubbs has been named as the new
representative for the Plantation Trace
Region of Georgia.  He replaces Mary Jo
Dudley, who resigned recently to assume
duties of Director of the Bainbridge
Welcome Center. 

The Lodge and Conference Center at the
Grand National in Opelika opened this past
October.  Built on the edge of the Grand
National Golf Course on the Robert Trent
Jones Golf Trail and along the shore of 600-
acre Lake Saughatchee, the Lodge and
Conference Center includes 114 rooms, 15
suites and amenities such as skeet shooting,
horse back riding, and kayaking. The
conference facility includes onsite
professional event management staff, 
15,000 square-feet of meeting space, ten
meeting rooms, and four board rooms.  The
Lodge is owned and operated by PCH Hotels
and Resorts, Inc.  For details call (334) 741-
9292 or visit www.lodgecc.com. 

Vacation planners and business travelers can
order two new free publications from the
State of Alabama to help them make their
travel plans.  The Official 2003 Alabama
Vacation Guide is now available from the
Alabama Bureau of Tourism and Travel by
calling 1-800-ALABAMA (1-800-252-
2262) or clicking on the ABTT Web site,
www.touralabama.org.  The 144-page, color
magazine is the "must have" publication for
people considering an Alabama trip.
Another resource for travelers is the
Alabama Calendar of Events, produced bi-
annually by the Alabama Bureau of Tourism
and Travel.  The 2003 January-June
Calendar lists events throughout the state.
In addition, the calendar contains
information about flea markets and trade
days and interesting facts about places in
Alabama.   

North Star Destination Strategies of
Nashville, Tennessee, has been selected to
help create an image of Columbus, Georgia,
that can be sold to visitors and investors in
the community.  The $80,000 contract is
pending approval of Columbus Council.  A
number of private donors will help offset the
cost according to City Manager Carmen
Cavezza.  There are two main reasons for the
effort, Cavezza said.  It's a way to attract
tourists.  It's a way to attract industry.  The
end result, Cavezza said, "is a way to help
economic development."  Don McEachern,
president of North Star, has sold city leaders
on the fact that he can and will help sell the
city to outsiders. McEachern, who has
worked with communities such as Mobile,
Alabama, Augusta, Georgia, Pigeon Forge,
Tennessee, and the small beach towns of
south Walton County, Florida, said there is
potential in Columbus. "This is not so much
about creating a brand as it is in assisting you
in discovering a brand, then scrubbing it
down, and putting it in its best light,"
McEachern said.

President Franklin Roosevelt's fireside chats,
Duke Ellington's music, and the Reverend
Martin Luther King's quote, "I have a
dream" speech, are among the first 50 items
placed on a National Registry of Sounds
which opened on January 27.  Other
recordings will be added to the list later, the
way films are added to an existing registry.
Both are overseen by the Library of
Congress.  Under law passed in 2000, the
new registry must, "maintain and preserve
sound recordings that are culturally,
historically, or aesthetically significant."
Those items include records made by
inventor Thomas A. Edison, in the 1880's
and the first recordings of American Indian
Music.  William Ivey, former head of the
National Endowment for the Arts, will chair
the board of directors for the National
Recording Preservation Foundation, which
will accept private gifts and grants to
maintain the sounds.  The registry is an
addition to the 2.5 million sounds already
preserved by the Library of Congress,
everything from the huffing and puffing of a
steam locomotive to instructions for
teaching a parakeet to talk. 

The City of Ashford, Alabama is proposing a
TEA-21 project that features the restoration
and reuse of the historic Ashford Railroad
Depot as a Community/Interpretive Center
facility.  Constructed about 1890, the City of
Ashford obtained the Old Depot as a
donation from the CSX Railroad in 1986.
The building was acquired for the express
purpose of restoring the depot for community
use.  Due in part to the caring oversight of
the Depot Committee, the depot retains
most of its original ornamentation, furniture,
equipment and character.  

Russell County Commissioner Isaiah Sumbry
has proposed the establishment of a Horace
King Museum and Conference Center near
the Dillingham Street Bridge.  In the mid
1800s, King built bridges spanning the
Chattahoochee River, including a few at the
site of the existing Dillingham Street Bridge.
The Russell County Commission voted to
ask the  Phenix City-Russell County
Chamber of Commerce to look into the idea
and find out whether the Alabama
Legislature would help pay for such a project.
Other possible money sources, Sumbry said,
are private investors and public money. "I
dream, and I dream big, and I think it can
happen," Sumbry said.  The center, he said,
would be an economic and cultural boon to
the county.

(Continued On Page Eight)
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Peter Bowden, Deputy Director of the
Columbus Conventions & Visitors Bureau,
recently announced that the Bureau will be
relocating to Dillingham Place in late May
or early June.  The CVB will occupy 5, 000
square-feet of space above the Dream Alley
and Poppy's retail shop inside Dillingham
Place.  The Bureau has been at its Gay
Avenue location since 1994. "The thought
process is to take the Bureau to the next
level as far as destination marketing goes and
make Columbus a regional destination," said
Bowden.  "The first phase of this reinventing
is to relocate the Bureau into a more visible
area."   The new location will offer prime
visibility, situated adjacent to the
RiverCenter for the Performing Arts, the
expanding Columbus Convention & Trade
Center, the Wyndham Hotel and other
downtown shops, restaurants and nightclubs. 

Whitlock Jewelry Store was one of twenty-
two Alabama Centennial Retailers-retailers
with 100 or more years in business in
Alabama-that was recently recognized by the
Alabama Retail Association.  "For businesses
to survive and thrive despite the dramatic
changes of the past century is a remarkable
achievement," said ARA President Charles
McDonald.  "It is fitting to celebrate their
enduring contributions to their communities
in Alabama."  

Local outdoorsmen who have a case of spring
fever can start planning this year's road trips
by picking up a copy of the new "Guide to
Georgia's State Parks and Historic Sites."
Printed by the Georgia Department of
Natural Resources, the 72-page booklet is
filled with information on places for hiking
and picnicking, historic exploration, fishing,
boating, golf and more. Prices for rental
cottages, lodge rooms, and camp sites are
included, as well as a 2003 calendar of events
and color photographs of all 63 parks and
site.  For a free copy of the booklet call 800-

864-7275.  All information found in the
booklet is also available online at
www.gastateparks.org.

Single households generated 152 million
trips in the U.S. in 2001, according to a new
study of the Travel Industry Association of
America (TIA) entitled "Travel Through the
Life Stages."  By definition, Single
households are comprised of persons who are
single that may live alone or with a
roommate.  They do not necessarily take
trips alone.  Single traveling households
account for 32 percent of all U.S. households
and they generate 27 percent of all domestic
trips.  

A proposed connector that would link
Dothan to Interstate 10 and tie into
Highway 431 received a major boost recently
from Washington.  The U.S. House of
Representatives and Senate both passed a
bill that would include $5 million in
preliminary engineering funding.  "This
project will allow us to connect the Dothan
and Wiregrass area with Interstate 10 in
Florida.  The I-10 connector will greatly
improve access and traffic flow throughout
southeastern Alabama," Senator Richard
Shelby (R-ALA.) said.  The senator helped
secure funding for the project. The bill now
awaits President Bush's signature.
Representative Terry Everett, who represents
southeast Alabama in the House, said that
the bill's passage was good news for the area.
"I'm pleased the  U.S. House of
Representatives has once again committed
substantial funds to this vital infrastructure
project affecting the future quality of life of
southeast Alabama." "Congress remains a
vital partner in state and local efforts to
secure funds to make the I-10 connector a
reality."  It is not clear whether the money
will go directly to Alabama or be split
between Alabama and Florida.

The Historic Columbus Foundation was
granted $8,655 from the Columbus Cultural
Alliance's Municipal Arts Grants Program.
The project funded will be an exhibit that is
designed to incorporate additional African-
American history into the existing heritage
tours of the Foundation's Heritage Corner
and specifically the Historic Columbus
Foundation's Urban Slave Cabin, c. 1850.
The grant will also supply additional
educational material for the Foundation's
Heritage Education Program and
community/school outreach.  The slave
cabin is located behind the Walker-Peters-
Langdon House, the oldest house in
Columbus.  The main focus will be the
history of slavery in Columbus, while
exposing students and the general population
to slave culture including architecture,
foodways and gardening, activities and
lifeways. 

By July 2005, the drive from Columbus to
Cuthbert, Georgia is going to be a little
easier.  The Georgia Department of
Transportation has awarded Oxford
Construction Company of Albany contracts
totaling $33.87 million to widen 17.4 miles
of U.S. 27 from two lanes to four.  The
stretch of highway to be widened is from
Hodchodkee Creek, just south of Lumpkin,
to the Cuthbert Bypass in Randolph County.
The 8.6-mile section beginning at
Hodchodkee -costing $16.68 million-extends
to Luscious Queen Road in Randolph and is
expected to be completed April 30, 2005,
said Dorothy Daniel, communications officer
for the Department of Transportation
District 3 office, in Thomaston, Georgia.
The 8.8-mile section-beginning at Luscious
Queen Road and extending south the
Cuthbert Bypass- will cost $17.19 million
and should be finished by June 30, 2005, she
said.   
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