
otivated by a
desire to honor
our nation’s war

veterans and to collect their
stories and experiences, in
October 2000 the U.S.
Congress created the Veterans
History Project.  Through
related legislation, it called
upon the Library of Congress
to collect and preserve taped
interviews with America’s war
veterans, along with related
documentary materials.  The
Chattahoochee Valley Folklife
Project, a subsidiary of the
Historic Chattahoochee
Commission, has been designated by the
Library of Congress as an Official Partner in
this important national endeavor to
recognize and record the service and
personal recollections of Americans who
served their country in time of war.  The
American Folklife Center at the Library of
Congress in Washington, D. C., is the lead
national agency in the effort to record the
memories of America’s veterans. 

The Veteran’s History Project will
cover World War I, World War II, and the
Korean, Vietnam, and Persian Gulf Wars,
and includes all participants of those wars -
men and women, civilian and military.  It
will document the contributions of
personnel from all ranks and all branches of
service - the Air Force, Marine Corps,
Navy, Coast Guard, and Merchant Marine.
The Library of Congress will create a
catalog of all oral histories that are
collected as a result of the Veterans History
Project, including those collected and
preserved by participating partners around
the nation, including the Historic
Chattahoochee Commission.  The name of
each veteran who volunteers to be
interviewed will be listed on the Veterans
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History Project internet web site and his or
her interview will be made accessible to
those who visit the Library of Congress.

Copies of interviews that are conducted
by the Chattahoochee Valley Folklife
Project will be archived in multiple regional
and local facilities, including the Archives
of Wiregrass History and Culture at Troy
State University, Dothan.  The Archives of
Wiregrass History and Culture at TSU
Dothan is also an official partner with the
Library of Congress in conducting the
Veterans History Project.  Dr. Martin T.
Olliff, University Archivist, recently wrote,
“I am happy—nay, ECSTATIC—to be
working with HCC on the Veterans History
Project.  Geographically, between our two
institutions, we can make a cross within the
region, with HCC leading a north-to-south
project and Troy State Dothan leading one
going east-to-west.”

A sampling of the recorded interviews,
or portions of interviews, along with
selected letters, diaries, photographs, and
other documents of war service that are
collected or copied as a part of this project
will be placed on the Library of Congress

After months of preparation, the
Historic Chattahoochee Commission
(HCC) has launched a revised web page,
which is much more comprehensive and
user-friendly. The site, which can be
accessed at www.hcc-al-ga.org, has been
completely overhauled by webmaster Carla
Spear of Montgomery. Visitors to the site
will be greeted by the Chattahoochee
Poochie, goodwill ambassador for the HCC
and the Chattahoochee Trace region of
Alabama and
Georgia. A site
index button is
easily
accessible
on the
home page
for those
users who
want to go
directly to
the
information
they need. 

Visitors will find
all HCC calendars of events, the
Chattahoochee Tracings newsletter, texts
of historical markers erected by the
Commission, Chattahoochee Trace Mini-
Tour routes, Internet links to national,
state, regional and local tourism and
preservation organizations and an overview
of the Chattahoochee Folklife project.
There are also listings of area visitor and
welcome centers, Corps of Engineers public
use areas, marinas, historic house
restaurants and bed and breakfast facilities.
Travel writers have access to a media image
page where they can download digital
photos to illustrate an article that they may
be preparing. A bookstore page even allows
users to order HCC sponsored publications
on-line. Visitors also are given an
opportunity to take a survey to help the

MM

An anti-tank gun crew in training at 
Fort Benning, April 1942.
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NEWSLETTER
The Historic Chattahoochee Commission
(HCC), an agency of the states of Alabama and
Georgia, is involved in the promotion of tourism
and historic preservation throughout the lower
Chattahoochee Valley.

Chattahoochee Tracings is published quarterly and
is free to interested citizens. Requests for the
newsletters and changes of address should be
directed to HCC, P.O. Box 33, Eufaula, Alabama
36072-0033. (334) 687-9755 or P.O. Box 942,
LaGrange, Georgia 30241, (706) 845-8440, e-mail
hcc@alalinc.net, Web Page www.hcc-al-ga.org.
1-877-POOCHIE.
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Having recently completed a cemetery
survey program, the survey and registration
section of the Alabama Historical
Commission has become aware of the many
people in Alabama who express concern in
preserving historic cemeteries.  In an effort
to respond to the vast number of people
interested in designating historic
cemeteries, the Commission has announced
its newest program: the Alabama Historic
Cemetery Register.  This Register provides a
way for the public to gain quick designation
for a historic cemetery.  While the
designation is purely honorary, it is hoped
more people will take the initiative to care
for and protect Alabama’s historic
cemeteries.  To be eligible for the Historic
Cemetery Register, a cemetery must meet
the following three criteria:  1. The overall
cemetery must be a least 40 years old; 2. A
majority of the burials must be at least 40
years old; 3. The cemetery must possess at
the minimum a locally significant historical
association and/or locally significant burial
architecture. Part of the application process
involves completing an Alabama Historical
Commission cemetery survey form and
taking quality photographs of the cemetery.
Having more cemetery information on file
helps the Commission to understand
settlement patterns, burial practices, and
grave stone architecture prevalent all across
Alabama.  In addition to listing in the
Alabama Historic Cemetery Register,
interested parties are eligible to apply for an
AHC historic cemetery marker to be placed
in or near the cemetery.  For more
information on the Alabama Historic
Cemetery Register, please contact Lee
Anne Hewett or Lindsy Breithaupt at (334)
242-3184 or write Alabama Historical
Commission, Post Office Box 300900,
Montgomery, Alabama  36130-0900. 

Grave by Grave, a genealogical group has
taken inventory of Rosemere Cemetery in
Opelika.  It is the oldest cemetery in the
city and the largest in Lee County,
according to the Genealogical Society of
East Alabama, which surveyed the graves.
Edna Ward and Robert McNutt used four
nails, four clothes pins and some old red
surveying tape to mark off 40-foot squares.
Then they recorded the number and
identity of each grave included in the block
in a hand-written notebook, Ward said.
Each block is numbered and each grave site

was recorded by name and block.  The
information becomes part of a computer
data base.  The earliest death date on a
grave marker in the cemetery is for Nelson
Clayton, who was born December 11, 1830,
and died September 25, 1831, Ward said.  

The historic Shorter Cemetery in Eufaula,
Alabama was vandalized recently and
efforts are now underway to repair the
damage and secure the cemetery from future
attacks.  The cemetery dates from about
1840 and contains three major plots with
over thirty burials including graves from the
Shorter family slaves.  Found here is the
final resting place of Alabama Civil War
Governor John Gill Shorter who died on
May 29, 1872.  

The cemetery sits on a bluff
overlooking Lake Eufaula and is shaded by
live oaks festooned with Spanish moss.  In
1951, the Shorter Cemetery Commission
was formed to help ensure the upkeep and
care of this historic and beautiful spot just a
short distance from bustling downtown
Eufaula. Until recently the Commission was
able to meet these obligations with little
problem but the vandalism has resulted in
significant damage which will take
thousands of dollars to repair.  

Assisting in the cemetery restoration
effort is the Historic Chattahoochee
Commission, which notified the Shorter

TOURISM AND PRESERVATION NEWSCEMETERY NEWS OF INTEREST
Cemetery Commission recently of a $1,480
grant, through the Eufaula Heritage
Association, to help with this project.  In
addition the Eufaula Police Department has
made two arrests for the cemetery
vandalism and a third arrest warrant is
outstanding.  It is hoped that some
restitution will be received from the
perpetrators of this crime which will allow
more work to be done at the site. 

However more funds are needed to
replace damaged or stolen objects like the
ornamental gate which admitted visitors
into the John Gill Shorter plot and the urn
on top of his obelisk.  Other monuments
need to be reset or repaired.  The Eufaula
Heritage Association had adopted the
Shorter Cemetery as one of its preservation
projects and is spearheading the campaign
to raise the necessary restoration monies.
Funds are also needed for interpretative
markers at the site and to help underwrite
research to try and identify the names of
those buried in the unmarked slave graves.
A gate, on the road leading to the
cemetery, has already been installed to limit
access to the cemetery.  

Tax-deductible contributions may be
made by sending a check to Eufaula
Heritage Association, Post Office Box 486,
Eufaula, Alabama  36072-0486 with the
notation that these gifts are for the Shorter
Cemetery Restoration Fund.  Additional
information is available by calling the
Association at 334-687-3793 or by sending
an e-mail to info@eufaulapilgrimage.com.

Shorter Cemetery



throughout the year.
One fishing
tournament with
600 fishermen over
a five day period
will generate
approximately
$300,000 in tourism
revenue for the host
community and
area. The Eufaula

National Wildlife Refuge, which straddles
the Chattahoochee River north of Eufaula,
annually attracts over 300,000 visitors. Loss
of fish and wildlife habitat will devastate
the recreational use of the Chattahoochee
River resulting in lost tourism revenues in
the millions of dollars each year.

Furthermore Lakepoint Resort State
Park, Florence Marina State Park, George
Bagby State Park, Chattahoochee State
Park and Seminole State Park are
strategically located on the Chattahoochee
River to take advantage of the scenery and
water resources that visitors enjoy. The
degradation of navigation on the river will
result in decreased use of these facilities.
City facilities like Old Creek Town Park in
Eufaula and the Earl May Boat Basin in
Bainbridge will also suffer. For the last four
years Voyage of Discovery, Inc. has been
promoting the eco and heritage tourism
sites along the Chattahoochee, Flint and
Apalachicola Rivers. A recently completed
study confirms that the operation of
excursion vessels on the river is feasible and
will greatly benefit local economies from
Columbus to Apalachicola. However
dredging will be a necessity if these
excursion vessels are to operate profitably
along the river system. Dredging will also
be necessary to support three new marinas
being discussed in Columbus, Georgetown
and Bainbridge.

The chief proponent of RARE is the
Apalachicola Bay and River Keeper
(ABARK) organization which operates out
of Apalachicola. They have used
misleading information to advance their
main objective which is to end dredging on
the Apalachicola River. The RARE bill
should not be seriously considered without
evaluating the impact it will have on the
economies of upstream communities in
Alabama, Georgia and Florida. Therefore it
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or almost 33 years the Historic
Chattahoochee Commission (HCC), a
state agency of both Alabama and

Georgia, has worked to promote the
historic, scenic and recreational sites along
the lower Chattahoochee River. Sixteen of
the eighteen counties, represented by the
HCC, touch on the Chattahoochee River
which is a significant tourism asset for all of
them. Of course the Chattahoochee River
and the Flint River flow together at the
Georgia/Florida state line to form the
Apalachicola River which runs through six
Florida counties before emptying into
Apalachicola Bay. Therefore tourism
proponents in these sixteen Alabama and
Georgia counties have a vested interest in
what happens on the Apalachicola River,
especially when it has the potential to
impact the recreational and travel industry
in these counties.

Senate Bill 2730, known as the
“Restore the Apalachicola River Ecosystem
Act” or RARE will have far reaching
negative consequences on the tourism
industry in many of these sixteen Alabama
and Georgia counties and other adjacent
counties if it is enacted into law. The
maintenance of a nine-foot deep and 100-
foot wide channel on the Chattahoochee
River is essential for the continued growth
and development of the nature based
tourism and recreational travel industry in
this area. If the RARE bill is enacted into
law and dredging ceases on the
Apalachicola River there will be no need to
dredge the Chattahoochee River. Over time
large sections of the river will silt in making
boating hazardous. The water flow on the
river will also be diminished resulting in a
degradation of the fish and wildlife habitat
which is so important to fisherman and
birders. When dredging ceases barge traffic
and large recreational boats will not be able
to navigate the river. Will the next step be
the closing of the locks on the
Chattahoochee River?

In 2001 the U. S. Army Corps of
Engineers recorded over six million visitor
use days on Lake Eufaula/George, Lake
George W. Andrews and Lake Seminole.
These visitors are boaters, birders,
fishermen and others who enjoy the water
resources afforded by these reservoirs.
Others are tournament fishermen who
participate in many events on these lakes

GUEST 
COLUMN

DAMAGE TO TOURISM INDUSTRY ALONG THE ACF
WATERWAY WILL OCCUR IF RARE BILL PASSES

by Douglas Clare Purcell
Executive Director

is imperative that the U. S. Congress
provide the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers
with funding to undertake a study of this
issue to resolve the disputes and concerns
of the states, communities and
organizations involved. Only cold hard
facts should be used in making decisions on
this dredging issue. The results will be
disastrous if only half-truths and innuendos
are used in formulating policy on such an
important subject.
— Remarks delivered at the ACF River Basin
Public Meeting in Columbus, Georgia,
December 5, 2002
Douglas Clare Purcell, Executive Director
Historic Chattahoochee Commission
P. O. Box 33, Eufaula, AL 36072-0033
334-687-9755, 334-687-6631 FAX
hcc@alalinc.net, hcc3@earthlink.net 
www.hcc-al-ga.org Web Page

F

internet site called “American Memories.”
Douglas C. Purcell, Executive Director

of the Historic Chattahoochee
Commission, has invited all war veterans
who are willing to be interviewed to
contact the HCC office by writing to Post
Office Box 33, Eufaula, Alabama  36072, or
by calling (334) 687-9755.  HCC will send
those who respond a short questionnaire to
be filled out and returned.  The returned
questionnaires will be used throughout 2003
to schedule interviews with veterans who
live within the Chattahoochee Valley.
Interviews of veterans who live in the lower
Chattahoochee Valley region will be
conducted by HCC folklorist, Fred C.
Fussell, or by specially trained community
scholars who will volunteer to assist with
project research.  

For additional information, or to
request a Veterans History Project
questionnaire, contact the Historic
Chattahoochee Commission at Post Office
Box 33, Eufaula, Alabama 36072 or call

(Continued From Page One)

HCC TO
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HISTORY PROJECT

Douglas C. Purcell
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The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers will
increase recreation day-use fees at its
facilities around West Point Lake on
January 1, 2003.  “The Corps operates these
facilities for the use of all Americans,” said
Major General Robert H.  Griffin, Director
of Civil Works.  “These fees will help us
sustain the quality of our facilities for the
enjoyment of visitors.”  The fees help defray
operating and maintenance costs at Corps
facilities and to assure public demand for
high quality recreation opportunities is met.
For more information on the revised fee
structures call 706-645-2937. 

The Georgia Historic Records Advisory
Board awarded  the Historic Columbus
Foundation a grant for $3,000 to improve
the public access to the Muscogee County
National Register files by scanning the
records into a museum software program
and then into its website.  A new computer,
printer, scanner and Past Perfect Museum
Software will be purchased to accomplish
this project.  The Foundation will also hire
a part-time project assistant to scan the
National Register files.  Resident
webmaster, Fran Hall, will take the scanned
files and load them into the Foundation’s
website for everyone to have access to these
files.  The project will begin this winter and
will be completed by late spring.

The Travel Industry Association of
America’s (TIA) official Travel Forecast
projects that the decline in business travel
that many sectors of the travel industry are
feeling will turn around.  After three
straight years of declines, TIA forecasts that
business/convention travel volume will
increase slightly (+1.4%) in 2002.
However, business travel is not forecast to
climb back to 2000 levels until some time
in 2003.  Despite the terrorist attacks and
economic downturn of last year, leisure
travel increased (+3.1%) in 2001 and is
forecasted to increase again (+1.3%) this
year.  Overall, total domestic travel volume
rose by 2 percent in 2001.  This gain was
driven by a strong leisure market in the first
half of 2001, which offset the drop in
business travel (-3%) over 2000. “Gains
earlier in the year in leisure travel and the
modification in travel patterns following
the September 11 attacks aided the annual
growth,” remarked Dr. Suzanne Cook,
senior vice president of research for the
Travel Industry Association of America. 

Dothan’s 12th mural, “Women of the
Wiregrass” is a tribute to the timeless
qualities and characteristics of women in

the city’s history.  Unlike others in the
Festival of Mural series, there will be no
well-known community leaders or
recognizable historic figures in this
painting.  At approximately 19’ x 58’ the
new mural will be one of the largest and
most detailed paintings in the series.  The
“Women of the Wiregrass” mural is not
about the achievements of women, but
their overall impact on society.  It is a
tribute to the women who helped mold
Dothan into the unique place that has
become known as the “Wiregrass”.  The
mural should be completed in early spring.
The Downtown Group plans a formal
dedication to coincide with Mother’s Day.
A fund-raising campaign called, “We’re All
Kickin’ Our Heels” sponsored by The
Downtown Group encourages minimum
donations of $1.  Contributions can be made
in honor or memory of someone.   Donations
are being accepted at all SouthTrust Bank
branches and other participating area
businesses.  The high-heeled image printed
on hot pink paper will be displayed at local
businesses with names of the person the
donation is made for written on the image.
For additional information call Lana
Smitherman at 334-793-3097.

HISTORIC  BUILDINGS
IN THE NEWS

The Story-Hadley House in north Harris
County has been listed on the National
Register of Historic Places, the county's
ninth such designation of historic facilities
of significant national value.  Located at
2626 Hadley Road, east of Interstate 185,
the home is "a sophisticated rendition of a
Greek Revival cottage and a good example
of a regional plantation dwelling,"
according to the Georgia Historic
Preservation Division.  It was built about
1840 for James Story and his family and
originally functioned as a cotton plantation
using slave labor.  The house, now known
as Sweet Home Plantation, is owned by
Bruce Thompson, a businessman, and Dr.
Philip Rogers of Atlanta.  The house
became known as the Hadley Place in
1906, with the name change reflecting the
marriage of a ward of the Storys.  Cotton
continued to be the principal crop until the
boll weevil wiped out cotton in the region
in the 1920s.  It was a working farm until
1977.  There are four original rooms and
two rooms added on the downstairs floor,
plus a wide hallway.  The upstairs contains
two bedrooms.

The Alabama Historical Commission has
approved the Clayton Historic District, in

Clayton, Alabama for listing on the
National Register of Historic Places.  The
district is significant for its wide diversity of
architecture and for its extensive
documentation of community development.
The district also documents development of
the town's African-American communities
from about 1880, and the town's
establishment as a county seat through its
extant county jail and Confederate War
Memorial.

Woodlane Plantation, in Eufaula, Alabama
has been approved for listing on the
National Register of Historic Places, by the
Alabama Historical Commission.  A main
house, secondary residence, two garages, a
large open shed, a barn, and a tobacco-
curing shed reflect the continued use of the
property as an agricultural enterprise since
the 1850s.  Originally consisting of over
2400 acres, the plantation today contains
124 acres of timberland, pasture, fields for
cotton and peanuts, and swampy wetlands.
Resting at the end of a quarter-mile long,
oak-lined drive, the main house is a good
example of a mid-19th-century Greek
Revival plantation dwelling.  

Unfortunately, the house is now
endangered by a proposed western by-pass
around Eufaula.  The anticipated route
would destroy the remaining tree-lined lane
by cutting a 200-foot wide right-of-way
through the middle of the property,
destroying much of the setting of Woodlane
as well as the 150-year-old gravel road. 

The Georgia Historic Preservation Division
awarded Historic Columbus Foundation a
Georgia Heritage Grant for $10,000 to
restore the carriage house at the Rankin
House, 1440 Second Avenue. The
outbuildings include the brick carriage
house and a Gothic Revival chicken coup,
both built at the same time as the house c.
1860-1870.  The Rankin carriage house is
one of the few remaining of its building
type in the city.  Used for storage space for
many years by the Junior League, the
structure will now have a more public
future.  The purpose of the restoration of
this structure is to create a Columbus and
Muscogee County Research Room.  The
room will contain archival maps of the city,
HABS and HAER documents, Sanborn
maps, Centennial papers and other items
related to the history and people of
Columbus and Muscogee County.  A
Request for Proposals (RFP) is required for
this project.  After a contractor is selected,
the work should begin in a few months.
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Some folks use forked limbs of willow or
witch hazel while others prefer thin bent metal
rods of iron or copper.  Still others use cotton
lines and plumb bobs.  But they’re all diviners-
or dowsers.  Their goal is to find things that are
hidden in the earth, things that are invisible to
the eye, things that are ordinarily difficult or
even impossible to detect without excavation.
Most dowsers search for streams of
underground water.  They’re called water
witches.  Others search for oil or mineral
deposits or for underground power
and sewer lines.  Some even search
for lost burial sites.  One such man is
58 year-old Sandy Sanderson, who is
employed by the Jaxon Company in
Eufaula.  He’s been divining for
unmarked graves since he was a
child.  Mr. Sanderson was
interviewed by Fred Fussell at the site
of the Old Shorter Cemetery in
Eufaula.  Here’s what he said
regarding his experiences as a diviner:

I was born in the old Salter’s
Hospital, right here in Eufaula.  I
learned divining when I was
young, when I was just eight years
old.  My granddaddy taught me.
His name was Jim Bowman.  He
was from down in Dale County, out from
Ozark.  He used two pieces of barbed wire
as diving rods.  I was one of the younger
ones who would listen.  It was just
something I was interested in, so I took it
on.  From then on, I didn’t forget.

He had learned it from his older
people.  He was a cemetery caretaker.  In
the old family cemeteries there were a lot of
graves that were not marked, so he would
locate them through diving.  Now, in my
line of work, I use it all the time.   I don’t
think it’s proper to open a new grave site if
there’s already remains buried there, graves
that might be disturbed and torn up if you
dig there.  Most graves now are opened
with heavy equipment, not by hand.  I’ve
seen it over and over where they’ll open a
new grave and there’ll be the bones from an
older grave.  Another thing is that, with
our equipment, when we’re going through a
cemetery with a heavy truck, I like to avoid
old graves because you can get stuck
crossing the softer dirt.  So I always check
that out, too, so if we need to we can go
around.  

CHATTAHOOCHEE FOLKWAYS
THE TRADITIONAL ART OF DOWSING: IT ALL HAS TO DO WITH MAGNETISM

By Fred Fussell, Folklorist

CHATTAHOOCHEE FOLKWAYS

Later I learned that not only can you
locate unmarked burial sites, but you can
also determine the sex of the deceased
person who is buried there.  It all has to do
with magnetism.  Positive and negative
forces.  I’ve done it so much now that I can
pretty much tell the length of the remains-
whether it be an infant, a half-grown
person, or an adult.  It works for both
Christian and for non-Christian graves, so I
can’t detect a person’s religious affiliation.

The bones are what you can detect.  Bones
ordinarily don’t go away.  There’s bones and
bone fragments there even if the person was
cremated.  

Now, as I’ve said, eleven out of ten
people don’t believe in it.  Most people are
skeptical, you know?  They have doubts.
Do I really know what I’m talking about or
is this something I am making up? But now,
at my age, and being from Eufaula, most
people around here who know me believe
in what I say.  

I was taught diving using wire.  You
can find water such as underground streams,
septic tanks, and all like that with wire.  I
can do pretty good looking for water.  Now
some of the old people used willow or peach
tree branches, things like that.  That works
for water, but I’ve never had success using
those things when looking for graves.  I use
a copper-coated welding rod, number E-70,
sort of medium-grade steel.  I use just the
bare rods.  That what I was taught with.
And they work for me.  I can feel the
magnetism with them, through the metal.

They’re bent to make a place for you to
hold your hands and then you point the
length of the rod so that it stands out in
front of you, one in each hand. You just
hold them level, just like you would a full
glass of water when you’re trying not to spill
it.  Put your elbows into your rib cage and
hold the rods out about eight or ten inches
apart. When you walk close to a grave,
they’ll move to make a cross, an “X”; they’ll
cross over each other.  Then, to determine
the sex of the buried person, you use just
one rod. When it gets over the grave, if it
swings to the west, it’s a female.  If it swings
to the east, it’s a male.  The way to
remember that rule is “West if best” and
East is least”. Women are better than men,
so west is best. 

There are some people who just can’t
do it, just like there are some people who
can’t wear a wristwatch.  It all has to do
with magnetism.

HCC LAUNCHES
REVISED WEB PAGE

AND NEW TOLL FREE
NUMBER

(Continued From Page One)

HCC better market and promote the
Chattahoochee Trace region.

Some sections of the web site are still
under development and other features will
be added in the coming months. The
comprehensive site is now up and running
and should be considered as your one-stop
“shopping” center for any information that
may be needed on the eighteen county bi-
state region served by the HCC. If
information is not provided on a subject of
interest the visitor can quickly send an e-
mail to the HCC requesting an answer or a
referral to another site.

The HCC can also be contacted
through a new nationwide toll free number
which is 1-877- POOCHIE or 1-877-766-
2443. The Chattahoochee Poochie won’t
actually answer the phone since he is often
on the road promoting the Chattahoochee
Trace region. However, a friendly voice will
be there to answer your questions and
provide the information that you need. So
be sure to call and ask whatever questions
that may be on your mind or request copies
of our Chattahoochee Trace Brochures.

Sandy Sanderson
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PEOPLE IN THE NEWS
The Troup County Archives has welcomed
a new staff member to serve as Archivist.
Lance Jones spent eleven years in the U.S.
Army.  He has earned a BA in History from
Cameron University in Lawton, Oklahoma
and an MA in History from Georgia
College in Milledgeville. Mr. Jones served
as a Historian and Director of Education at
the Museum of Aviation in Warner Robins,
Georgia.  While serving at the Museum of
Aviation, he helped establish the archives
in the new museum wing.  During that
period, he also served as President of the
National Military Historical Association.
Mr. Jones comes to the Troup County
Archives from Primedia, located in
Leesburg, Virginia.  He was the Photo and
Art Research Director for both World War
Two and Vietnam Magazines.  In addition
to research, he was responsible for
establishing and maintaining their digital
photo and art archive.  He has published
several articles about military history and is
currently finishing his first book, a history
of the 82nd Airborne Division.  

The Historic
Chattahoochee
Commission (HCC)
has recently selected
a new board member
from Houston
County, Alabama.
Mr. Martin T.
“Marty” Olliff, of
Dothan, was
appointed to fill the
unexpired term of
Mr. Sam Kates, who resigned from the

board upon his retirement from the
Wiregrass Museum of Art.  Mr. Olliff
received his doctorate in American History
from Auburn University in 1998, where he
was Assistant Archivist for Electronic
Media (1996-2002).  He currently serves as
Assistant Professor of History and as the
Director of Archives of Wiregrass History
and Culture at Troy State University
Dothan.  He is the former president of the
Society of Alabama Archivists, the
president-elect of the Alabama Association
of Historians, and sits on the Board of
Advisors for the Alabama Historical
Commission and the Board of Directors for
the Alabama Humanities Foundation. 

Dieter C. Ullrich joined the Special
Collections Department at Auburn
University as Assistant Archivist on
September 1, 2002.  Mr. Ullrich comes
from Millersville University where he
served as Head of Special Collections and
University Archives in 1999.   Prior to
working at Millersville, Mr. Ullrich worked
in the archives at the University of
Tennessee at Martin (1995—1999) and the
State University of New York at Oswego
(1992-1995).  His degrees are from
Metropolitan State College, in Denver
(BA-History & Political Science, 1987),
Indiana University of Pennsylvania (MA –
History, 1991) and the University of
Kentucky (MS – Library Science, 1992).
Though born in Pennsylvania, Mr. Ullrich
declares himself to be a native of Colorado,
where he and his family have lived since
the early 1970’s.  

Dawn Thomas of Eufaula has been named
as site director at Fendall Hall, a historic
house museum owned by the Alabama
Historical Commission.  Fendall Hall dates
from 1860 and is one of Eufaula’s
architectural showplaces. 

For the first time since the award’s
inception in 1984, a couple has won the
Sarah Turner Butler Heritage Award from
the Historic Columbus Foundation.  Garry
and Mamie Pound, who live in and have
renovated property in the Historic District,
were surprised when they heard their names
called during the annual meeting on
November 14.  Garry Pound, 47, first
moved to the District in 1983 while
working on his dissertation.  His sister-in-
law, Brinkley Pound, remembers that he
stored his dissertation in his refrigerator so
if his house caught on fire, his paper would
be safe.  Mamie and Garry Pound have
been active with the Historic Columbus
Foundation for years.  He is a ten-year
member of the board of directors, and she
has narrated several Foundation videos. 

“They have almost restored the 200
block of Seventh Street by themselves,”
HCF executive director Virginia Peebles
said.  “The Rothschild-Pound Inn, their
bed-and-breakfast consisting of nine
properties, has brought fame and favorable
attention to Columbus and a new vitality to
the District.”  Garry Pound, an
accomplished artist, has donated much of
his time and work for posters, T-shirts and
books for the Foundation, including
Riverfest and “Architectural Styles of Our
Town: Columbus, Georgia.” 
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Marty Olliff

♦
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