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dward T. McMahon,
Director of the
American
Greenways Program

at The Conservation Fund in
Arlington, Virginia, will be the
keynote speaker for the Historic
Chattahoochee Commission’s
(HCC) Seventeenth Annual
Supper meeting, in Eufaula,
Alabama, on Thursday, October
7. A dynamic speaker, Mr.
McMahon will address urban
sprawl issues using slides to illustrate his
presentation. Over 200 people from
throughout southwest Georgia and southeast
Alabama are expected to attend this meeting
which will be held at Lakepoint Resort State
Park. Following supper, the HCC will
present its prestigious Achievement Awards
to several individuals or organizations that
have been active in a variety of heritage
tourism programs. In addition, Seed Grant
recipients will be announced and the 1999
list of Chattahoochee Valley Threatened
Landmarks will be unveiled.

Ed McMahon is an attorney, community
planner, lecturer and author. He has an
M.A. in Urban Studies from the University
of Alabama and J.D. from Georgetown
University Law School where he taught
law and public policy from 1976-1985.

CH AT TA H O O C H E E
T R ACINGS
CH AT TA H O O C H E E
T R ACINGSNewsletter of the Historic

Chattahoochee Commission
Newsletter of the Historic
Chattahoochee Commission

VOLUME 27 FALL 1999

HCC ANNOUNCES
MATCHING GRANT

PROGRAM

ED MCMAHON TO ADDRESS
HCC ANNUAL MEETING

GUIDELINES FOR 1999 THREATENED
LANDMARKS PROGRAM RELEASED

McMahon is also the co-
founder and former president of
Scenic America, a national
non-profit organization
devoted to protecting
America’s scenic landscapes.

Mr. McMahon writes a
regular column in PLANNING
COMMISSIONERS
JOURNAL and he is the
author of eight books and over
15 articles including a new
book entitled BALANCING

NATURE AND COMMERCE IN
GATEWAY COMMUNITIES. He has also
written and produced a series of educational
filmstrips for Random House and is a co-
recipient of the Peabody Award for his work
on CBS Television’s national news program
“30 Minutes.” He has appeared on numerous
national news programs including “Good
Morning America,” ABC News Prime Time,
NBC and CBS Nightly News, CNN and
others. He has also written and spoken widely
on the topics of tourism, conservation, land
use planning and historic preservation.

The annual meeting is scheduled to
begin at 6 p.m. CDT with a social hour.
The seated dinner will begin at 7 p.m.
CDT. Registration is $17.50 per person.
Reservations may be made by calling the
HCC at 334-687-9755.

EE The Historic Chattahoochee
Commission (HCC) has announced the
continuation of its Matching Grant
Program, one of its most popular projects
since its establishment in 1985. Over the
last fourteen years, the HCC has
distributed over $52,500 in matching
monies to 40 different groups in its 18
county bi-state region. Grants are
provided on a 50/50 basis with the goal
of developing the Chattahoochee Trace’s
full potential for historic preservation
and tourism.

This program will provide financial
assistance to any qualifying non-profit
organization or agency headquartered
within the Chattahoochee Trace region
promoted by the HCC. In addition, the
project for which funding is requested
must contribute to the promotion of
tourism, history and/or historic
preservation. All projects funded under
this program must be innovative in scope
and application. Projects that are a
continuation of on-going programs will
not be eligible for consideration. The
Commission has set aside $6,500 during
FY 1999-2000 to assist in the funding
and development of various projects in
the Chattahoochee Trace area of
Alabama and Georgia. Previous grants
have been awarded in the $500 to $2,500
range. All projects must begin after
October 1, 1999 and be completed by
May 1, 2000.

Applications must be submitted on an
official form provided by the HCC.
Qualifying organizations should submit
funding requests no later than 4:00 p.m.
CDT on August 27, 1999 to: Chairman,
HCC Matching Grants Committee, P. O.
Box 33, Eufaula, AL 36072-0033.
Matching grant applications and detailed
guidelines are available on request at the
listed address or by calling
334-687-9755. Grant recipients will be
announced at the HCC’s annual meeting
in Eufaula, Alabama on October 7, 1999.

On May 14 ground was broken for
the new Port Columbus Civil War
Naval Center, on Victory Drive
between South Commons and Rotary
Park. The groundbreaking ceremony
featured the firing of a cannon
rescued from a sunken Confederate
gun ship in the Chattahoochee River.
The 15,000-pound, 7-inch cannon
from the Confederate ironclad ram
Jackson, had not been fired in 136
years, said Bruce Smith, executive
director of the naval center. The
cannon and ship were recovered by
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in
the 1960’s and placed in the museum,
which is now located next to Golden
Park in Columbus, Georgia. The $7
million museum, which will feature
39,000 square feet of computerized
displays, hands-on exhibits and two
of the four remaining Civil War
vessels in the United States, is
scheduled to open in May 2000. The
center will also feature a working
shipyard on the banks of the
Chattahoochee River. For more

information, call the Civil War
Naval Center at 706-324-7344.

The City of Eufaula has hired the
architectural firm of Blondheim-Mixon
to develop an architectural plan to
renovate the historic Central of Georgia
Freight Depot on Broad Street in Eufaula.
The facility will eventually become a
welcome center, museum and office
headquarters for the Eufaula/Barbour
County Chamber of Commerce and the
Eufaula/Barbour County Tourism
Council. The old freight depot was built
about 1890 and is listed on the National
Register of Historic Places.

The Headland Kiwanis Club recently
established the Headland Kiwanis Club
Trust Fund for Landmark Park in Dothan,
Alabama. The primary purpose of the
trust is to insure the long-term care and
preservation of the Headland Presbyterian
Church located inside the park. The
church, known as the Julian W. Epps, Sr.
Memorial Chapel, was built in 1907. The
building was donated by Sporman

Knowles and moved from Cleveland
Street in Headland to its present site in
Landmark Park in 1983. Now a popular
site for weddings, the church is typical of
the rural churches that once dotted the
rural landscape of the Wiregrass Region.

With only 5 percent of the National
Infantry Museum’s collection now displayed
at Fort Benning, a group of Columbus and
post officials is considering four locations to
build a larger museum. The museum,
located in a 55,000-square-foot facility built
in 1925 as an Army hospital, could be
moving to a larger site pending approval
from post commander Maj. Gen. Carl Ernst
and other government officials. Four sites
under consideration are the museum’s
current Baltzell Avenue location, a 90-acre
site near Interstate 185 and Custer Road,
an 80-acre site near I-185 and Victory
Drive and a 125-acre site on Fort Benning
Boulevard near the old main gate.
According to Biff Hadden, who is helping
coordinate the project as the Columbus
Chamber of Commerce’s vice-president for
military affairs, “The site that appears to
work best from an engineering standpoint is
the Fort Benning Boulevard site.” Fort
Benning spokeswoman Monica Manganaro
said there are no plans to move the
museum off post. It’s possible that the
current museum could remain in the same
building, with any new facility serving as a
supplement to the museum, she said. When
military officials approve a site, Hadden
expects ideas about the project will be
refined by museum consultants before
formal designs are created. Hadden said the
project, which he expects could cost up to
$65 million over a period of several years,
will be totally funded through contributions
and a capital campaign.

♦

♦

♦

HISTORIC BUILDINGS
IN THE NEWS

Continued om Page Three

The Historic Chattahoochee Commission
(HCC) has announced the continuation of
its Chattahoochee Valley Threatened
Landmarks Program to help focus attention
on buildings, structures and sites that are in
danger of being lost. Each year the HCC
identifies up to ten historic properties within
the eighteen county bi-state region it serves
that are worthy of preservation. It is hoped
that this designation will encourage property
owners or others to take a renewed interest
in the rehabilitation of these threatened
landmarks.

Between 1934 and 1960, the U.S.
Department of Interior’s Historic American
Buildings Survey identified hundreds of
structures in both Alabama and Georgia
that were historically or architecturally
significant. Today, nearly half of the
Alabama structures and twenty percent of
the Georgia buildings identified in this
survey have been lost due to neglect while
others were lost to demolition by businesses
or individuals that did not have an
appreciation for their unique architectural
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change is the addition of the six Florida
counties that border on the Apalachicola
River as it winds its way to the Gulf of
Mexico. While these counties are not part of
the Trace, they are an important component
of the Chattahoochee and Apalachicola
River corridor. Many travelers who spend
time in the Chattahoochee Trace region cite
Florida panhandle beaches as a destination.
The revised brochure will serve as a
convenient road map to these Florida beach
locations but will also encourage these
travelers to stop along the way to enjoy some
of the historic, scenic and recreational sties
in the eighteen county bi-state Trace region.

Copies of the new Chattahoochee Trace
brochure are available free of charge by
calling 334-687-9755.

information included in the last version,
which was released in June 1994. It also
includes information about new attractions
like the Wiregrass Festival of Murals, Dothan
Area Botanical Gardens, Highland Oaks Golf
Course, Grand National Golf Course,
Chattahoochee Indian Heritage Center,
Phenix City Riverwalk, Coca-Cola Space
Science Center, Chattahoochee Riverwalk
and Oxbow Meadows Environmental
Learning Center to name a few. New satellite
attractions listed just outside the boundaries of
the Trace region include the National POW
Museum and the Wehle Nature Center.

Nine new photographs have been used
and the brochure’s cover has been completely
redesigned. Calendar of events information
has been revised as well. Another notable

The Chattahoochee Trace Commission
(a.k.a. Historic Chattahoochee Commission)
has released an updated version of its popular
Chattahoochee Trace map-fold brochure.
The Commission has printed 350,000 copies
of this four-color resource guide for
distribution in Alabama and Georgia visitor
information and welcome centers. Area
attractions, chambers of commerce and
convention and visitors bureaus will also
receive copies to display in their brochure
racks. The brochure is also a primary
fulfillment piece for Commission sponsored
ads and will be made available at selected
brochure distribution locations throughout
Alabama and along Interstate 75 in Georgia
and parts of Tennessee and Florida.

The new brochure updates existing

CHATTAHOOCHEE TRACE COMMISSION RELEASES NEW BROCHURE

A MONUMENT TO THE CIVIC PRIDE OF LOUISVILLE

A Montgomery, Alabama firm has
been awarded the contract to design
and oversee construction of a native
plants interpretative trail at the
Chattahoochee Indian Heritage Center
at Fort Mitchell County Park, Fort
Mitchell, Alabama. The 1/4-mile trail
also is being named for the benefactors
whose gifts are largely making the trail
possible. The J.W. and Ethel I.
Woodruff Interpretative Trail is
expected to take about 18 months to
complete, said Douglas C. Purcell,
secretary for the Chattahoochee Indian
Heritage Association. A contract will
soon be signed with Goodwyn Mills &
Cawood, Inc. to design the trail and
monitor the construction at a cost of
approximately $100,000, Purcell said.
“Generous gifts from the J.W. and Ethel
I. Woodruff Foundation in partnership
with us has made this trail possible, as
well as helped finance programming and
establishing an escrow account for
maintenance,” Purcell said. Also
helping to pay for the project is a
$52,800 Intermodal Surface
Transportation Efficiency Act (ISTEA)
grant which was approved in 1998. The
center is located on the east side of
Alabama Highway 165 and about 1/2
mile from the site of historic Fort
Mitchell. The center project still
requires funds to complete the flame
element of the sacred fire sculpture.
The center is designed to interpret the
important role that the Creek and
Yuchi Indians played in shaping the
history of the Lower Chattahoochee
Valley. The Indians were removed from
this area during the infamous Trail of
Tears in the 1830’s.

INDIAN HERITAGE
CENTER TRAIL

County as a year-’round
destination.

Only by creating new places
and events of destination are we
able to compete in the
increasingly competitive tourism
market. Therefore, in 1999 we
held the first annual Eufaula
Jam. This daylong outdoor
concert was recently held at Old
Creek Town Park on beautiful

Lake Eufaula. The inaugural event featured
Atlanta Rhythm Section along with six
other regional bands and drew a crowd of
5,000. The Chamber of Commerce is also
working to create a new Welcome Center
and Heritage Museum to be housed in a
restored Central of Georgia Freight Depot
in downtown Eufaula. Through our efforts,
we hope to bring more people into
Eufaula/Barbour County or to extend the
visits of those already in the area.

As Assistant Director for Tourism with
the Eufaula/Barbour county Chamber of
Commerce and Tourism Council, I have
become increasingly aware of how important
it is for communities within our region to
work together to promote tourism. We
cannot stand alone in today’s market and we
cannot rest on what has been accomplished
in the past. However, it is through our past
that we can continue to grow and offer
visitors a chance to see history as a living
entity that is not separate from our lives
today. Here in Eufaula/Barbour County we
cannot separate ourselves from our past, and
we depend on it to help prepare us for the
future. It will be only through our
continued efforts to preserve and promote
our historic sites that we will be successful
in the next millennium.

GUEST 
C O LU M N
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HISTORY IS HOT!
This headline appears on

the front cover of
CONVENTION SOUTH’S
July 1999 issue. In our area we
are blessed with sites of
historical significance from
many different periods of
history such as the Indian
settlements, the War Between
the States and the Civil Rights
Movement. So we in Southeast Alabama
and Southwest Georgia are banking on just
how hot history is going to be to help build
the tourism industry in our region.

In southeast Alabama we lack one big
attraction such as Mercedes-Benz or the
Space and Rocket Center to lure visitors.
However, we do offer visitors a diverse
vacation experience whether they are
looking for outdoor recreation, cultural
activities, historical sites, or shopping
opportunities. According to the tourism
trends recently reported by the Travel
Industry Association of America, the need
for regionalism, especially in more rural
areas, will continue to grow. TIA reports
that people are looking now for “real
America.” I believe that our area is well
suited to capitalize on this trend.

Citizens of Eufaula/Barbour County,
Alabama, realized many years ago the
historical and economic importance of
preserving our past. In 2000, we will be
celebrating 35 years of the Eufaula
Pilgrimage of Homes. The Eufaula Heritage
Association has seen this annual event
grow to be one of the biggest weekends for
visitors to Eufaula. However, it is the
charge of many local agencies to work
together to promote Eufaula/Barbour

GUEST 
C O LU M N

OUR FUTURE LIES
IN OUR PAST

by Paige G. Dykes - Assistant Director for Tourism
Eufaula/Barbour County Chamber of Commerce

Paige G. Dykes

During National Tourism Week, the
Eufaula/Barbour County Tourism
Council presented its first “Trailblazer
Award” to Mrs. Florence Foy Strang,
chairman of the first Eufaula Pilgrimage.
Mrs. Strang also helped oversee the
production of a book about Eufaula’s
older homes entitled HISTORIC
EUFAULA: A TREASURY OF
SOUTHERN ARCHITECTURE, 1827-
1910. In addition, Mrs. Strang has
chaired the Historic Chattahoochee
Commission’s board of directors and was
instrumental in obtaining an
appropriation from the State of Alabama
to purchase the commission’s
headquarters, the c. 1850 Hart House.

Long time Keep Columbus Beautiful
Executive Director Jessica Barrick is the
1999 winner of the Edna Kendrick
Award. Jessica started working for a
cleaner more beautiful Columbus more
than 12 years ago and has given 100
percent to the effort. She found
volunteers, money and cooperation no
one thought possible. One of the first
projects she undertook was adopt-a-spot.
The evidence of that beginning is seen
throughout Columbus in the beautiful
medians and gateways to the city.

Dr. Allen M. Pearson, long-time Lee
County representative on the Historic
Chattahoochee Commission’s board of
directors, passed away on March 28, 1999.
Although trained as a Biologist with
degrees from Birmingham-Southern,
Alabama Polytechnic Institute and a
Ph.D. from Iowa State University, Dr.
Pearson was an avid historian. He held
memberships in Sons of Confederate
Veterans, Sons of the American
Revolution, the Mayflower Society and
was on the board of the United Methodist
Church. He was also past president and a
long time trustee of the Lee County
Historical Society. He was pre-deceased in
1973 by his wife of 35 years, Elizabeth
Duncan Pearson. He is survived by a
daughter, Dr. Ann N. Pearson of Auburn,
a brother, Theodore B. Pearson of Leroy,
three nephews and a niece.

At the Historic
Chattahoochee
Commission’s May
Board of Directors’
meeting, Mrs. Ann
Petry of LaGrange,
Georgia was
nominated and

approved as Troup County’s
representative on the Historic
Chattahoochee Commission’s Board of
Directors. Mrs. Petry and her husband,
Bill, own a historic house, which is listed
on the National Register of Historic
Places and she has long been a member
of the Troup County Historical Society.
She also serves on the Board of Assessors
of Troup County and was a
representative on the Chat-Flint
Heritage Highway. She replaces long-
time Troup County board member, Kaye
Minchew, who resigned recently. Mrs.
Minchew is archivist with the Troup
County Archives in LaGrange.

Mary Palo has recently been named
Executive Director of the Downtown
Group in Dothan, Alabama. Mary has
been Regional Director for the American
Lung Association for the last several
years. While working for them she and
Charles Burch instituted the very
successful event “Summer Fest,” which
attracted over 4,000 people to downtown
Dothan two years ago, and over 7,000
last year. Now known as the “Foster
Street Music Festival” it is hoped that
the event will attract more than 10,000
people this year.

PEOPLE IN THE NEWS

♦

♦

♦

♦

or historical qualities. Other buildings have
been destroyed by fire and a variety of
natural disasters.

Six historic properties were identified
under the Chattahoochee Valley
Threatened Landmarks Program in 1998.
According to this list, the region’s most
vulnerable historic sites were: Coweta-
Tallahassee Archaeological Site, Phenix
City, AL; Cotton Mural, Phenix City, AL;
Crawford Masonic Lodge Hall, Crawford,
AL; Old Louisville School, Louisville, AL;
Hogansville City Hall, Hogansville, GA;

GUIDELINES FOR 1999 THREATENED LANDMARKS PROGRAM RELEASED – Continued from Page One

and Old Fredonia Store, Fredonia, AL.
Programs guidelines and nomination

forms are available from the HCC office in
Eufaula, P. O. Box 33, Eufaula, AL 36072-
0033 and should be submitted no later than
4:00 p.m. CDT on August 27, 1999.
Nominations should be accompanied by
three color 35-mm slides. An announce-
ment of the designated properties will be
made at the HCC’s annual meeting in
Eufaula, Alabama on October 7, 1999.
Once the buildings or sites have been
identified, the Commission will work with

property owners to provide whatever
assistance is available to preserve the
landmarks for the enjoyment and benefit of
future generations. A $500 matching grant
will be offered to the owners of properties
identified as the region’s most endangered
sites in 1999.

For further information about the
Historic Chattahoochee Commission’s
Chattahoochee Valley Threatened
Landmarks Program, contact: HCC, P. O.
Box 33, Eufaula, AL 36072-0033;
334-687-9755.

As we now seek to preserve this
landmark and use it and its heritage in a
worthy manner, let us recall a statement
made by Frank Willis Barnett in a 1922
edition of the Birmingham News:

“It was some years ago while in Louisville
attending a Baptist Association that the
question of building a new school house was
being agitated, with small chance of its being

done. Imagine the surprise in entering the
town to see on a large lot one of the best
school buildings in the state. Knowing the
people and the sacrifices which they made to
erect it, let no community ever say that it is
impossible properly to house the children of
school age. The building was completed in
1916 and stands as a monument to the civic
price of Louisville.”
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change is the addition of the six Florida
counties that border on the Apalachicola
River as it winds its way to the Gulf of
Mexico. While these counties are not part of
the Trace, they are an important component
of the Chattahoochee and Apalachicola
River corridor. Many travelers who spend
time in the Chattahoochee Trace region cite
Florida panhandle beaches as a destination.
The revised brochure will serve as a
convenient road map to these Florida beach
locations but will also encourage these
travelers to stop along the way to enjoy some
of the historic, scenic and recreational sties
in the eighteen county bi-state Trace region.

Copies of the new Chattahoochee Trace
brochure are available free of charge by
calling 334-687-9755.

information included in the last version,
which was released in June 1994. It also
includes information about new attractions
like the Wiregrass Festival of Murals, Dothan
Area Botanical Gardens, Highland Oaks Golf
Course, Grand National Golf Course,
Chattahoochee Indian Heritage Center,
Phenix City Riverwalk, Coca-Cola Space
Science Center, Chattahoochee Riverwalk
and Oxbow Meadows Environmental
Learning Center to name a few. New satellite
attractions listed just outside the boundaries of
the Trace region include the National POW
Museum and the Wehle Nature Center.

Nine new photographs have been used
and the brochure’s cover has been completely
redesigned. Calendar of events information
has been revised as well. Another notable

The Chattahoochee Trace Commission
(a.k.a. Historic Chattahoochee Commission)
has released an updated version of its popular
Chattahoochee Trace map-fold brochure.
The Commission has printed 350,000 copies
of this four-color resource guide for
distribution in Alabama and Georgia visitor
information and welcome centers. Area
attractions, chambers of commerce and
convention and visitors bureaus will also
receive copies to display in their brochure
racks. The brochure is also a primary
fulfillment piece for Commission sponsored
ads and will be made available at selected
brochure distribution locations throughout
Alabama and along Interstate 75 in Georgia
and parts of Tennessee and Florida.

The new brochure updates existing

CHATTAHOOCHEE TRACE COMMISSION RELEASES NEW BROCHURE

A MONUMENT TO THE CIVIC PRIDE OF LOUISVILLE

A Montgomery, Alabama firm has
been awarded the contract to design
and oversee construction of a native
plants interpretative trail at the
Chattahoochee Indian Heritage Center
at Fort Mitchell County Park, Fort
Mitchell, Alabama. The 1/4-mile trail
also is being named for the benefactors
whose gifts are largely making the trail
possible. The J.W. and Ethel I.
Woodruff Interpretative Trail is
expected to take about 18 months to
complete, said Douglas C. Purcell,
secretary for the Chattahoochee Indian
Heritage Association. A contract will
soon be signed with Goodwyn Mills &
Cawood, Inc. to design the trail and
monitor the construction at a cost of
approximately $100,000, Purcell said.
“Generous gifts from the J.W. and Ethel
I. Woodruff Foundation in partnership
with us has made this trail possible, as
well as helped finance programming and
establishing an escrow account for
maintenance,” Purcell said. Also
helping to pay for the project is a
$52,800 Intermodal Surface
Transportation Efficiency Act (ISTEA)
grant which was approved in 1998. The
center is located on the east side of
Alabama Highway 165 and about 1/2
mile from the site of historic Fort
Mitchell. The center project still
requires funds to complete the flame
element of the sacred fire sculpture.
The center is designed to interpret the
important role that the Creek and
Yuchi Indians played in shaping the
history of the Lower Chattahoochee
Valley. The Indians were removed from
this area during the infamous Trail of
Tears in the 1830’s.
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County as a year-’round
destination.

Only by creating new places
and events of destination are we
able to compete in the
increasingly competitive tourism
market. Therefore, in 1999 we
held the first annual Eufaula
Jam. This daylong outdoor
concert was recently held at Old
Creek Town Park on beautiful

Lake Eufaula. The inaugural event featured
Atlanta Rhythm Section along with six
other regional bands and drew a crowd of
5,000. The Chamber of Commerce is also
working to create a new Welcome Center
and Heritage Museum to be housed in a
restored Central of Georgia Freight Depot
in downtown Eufaula. Through our efforts,
we hope to bring more people into
Eufaula/Barbour County or to extend the
visits of those already in the area.

As Assistant Director for Tourism with
the Eufaula/Barbour county Chamber of
Commerce and Tourism Council, I have
become increasingly aware of how important
it is for communities within our region to
work together to promote tourism. We
cannot stand alone in today’s market and we
cannot rest on what has been accomplished
in the past. However, it is through our past
that we can continue to grow and offer
visitors a chance to see history as a living
entity that is not separate from our lives
today. Here in Eufaula/Barbour County we
cannot separate ourselves from our past, and
we depend on it to help prepare us for the
future. It will be only through our
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Long time Keep Columbus Beautiful
Executive Director Jessica Barrick is the
1999 winner of the Edna Kendrick
Award. Jessica started working for a
cleaner more beautiful Columbus more
than 12 years ago and has given 100
percent to the effort. She found
volunteers, money and cooperation no
one thought possible. One of the first
projects she undertook was adopt-a-spot.
The evidence of that beginning is seen
throughout Columbus in the beautiful
medians and gateways to the city.
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County representative on the Historic
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directors, passed away on March 28, 1999.
Although trained as a Biologist with
degrees from Birmingham-Southern,
Alabama Polytechnic Institute and a
Ph.D. from Iowa State University, Dr.
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Revolution, the Mayflower Society and
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Church. He was also past president and a
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Board of Directors’
meeting, Mrs. Ann
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nominated and
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Bill, own a historic house, which is listed
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Places and she has long been a member
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Group in Dothan, Alabama. Mary has
been Regional Director for the American
Lung Association for the last several
years. While working for them she and
Charles Burch instituted the very
successful event “Summer Fest,” which
attracted over 4,000 people to downtown
Dothan two years ago, and over 7,000
last year. Now known as the “Foster
Street Music Festival” it is hoped that
the event will attract more than 10,000
people this year.

PEOPLE IN THE NEWS

♦

♦

♦

♦

or historical qualities. Other buildings have
been destroyed by fire and a variety of
natural disasters.

Six historic properties were identified
under the Chattahoochee Valley
Threatened Landmarks Program in 1998.
According to this list, the region’s most
vulnerable historic sites were: Coweta-
Tallahassee Archaeological Site, Phenix
City, AL; Cotton Mural, Phenix City, AL;
Crawford Masonic Lodge Hall, Crawford,
AL; Old Louisville School, Louisville, AL;
Hogansville City Hall, Hogansville, GA;

GUIDELINES FOR 1999 THREATENED LANDMARKS PROGRAM RELEASED – Continued from Page One

and Old Fredonia Store, Fredonia, AL.
Programs guidelines and nomination

forms are available from the HCC office in
Eufaula, P. O. Box 33, Eufaula, AL 36072-
0033 and should be submitted no later than
4:00 p.m. CDT on August 27, 1999.
Nominations should be accompanied by
three color 35-mm slides. An announce-
ment of the designated properties will be
made at the HCC’s annual meeting in
Eufaula, Alabama on October 7, 1999.
Once the buildings or sites have been
identified, the Commission will work with

property owners to provide whatever
assistance is available to preserve the
landmarks for the enjoyment and benefit of
future generations. A $500 matching grant
will be offered to the owners of properties
identified as the region’s most endangered
sites in 1999.

For further information about the
Historic Chattahoochee Commission’s
Chattahoochee Valley Threatened
Landmarks Program, contact: HCC, P. O.
Box 33, Eufaula, AL 36072-0033;
334-687-9755.

As we now seek to preserve this
landmark and use it and its heritage in a
worthy manner, let us recall a statement
made by Frank Willis Barnett in a 1922
edition of the Birmingham News:

“It was some years ago while in Louisville
attending a Baptist Association that the
question of building a new school house was
being agitated, with small chance of its being

done. Imagine the surprise in entering the
town to see on a large lot one of the best
school buildings in the state. Knowing the
people and the sacrifices which they made to
erect it, let no community ever say that it is
impossible properly to house the children of
school age. The building was completed in
1916 and stands as a monument to the civic
price of Louisville.”
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The Chattahoochee
River Valley is a region of
the Deep South that is
remarkably rich in its oral
traditions. The telling
and re-telling of
exaggerated tales of
things remembered, or
imagined, remains one of
the favorite pastimes of
the people who live here,
particularly those who are
residents of the rural area
of the region or who have
their roots in the country.

During the past four or
more years, a group of
volunteers for The Stewart County Grassroots Project have
conducted scores of recorded interviews with a variety of folks
who grew up in Richland, Lumpkin, Omaha, Louvale, County
Line, Wesley Chapel and the other traditional communities in
Stewart County, Georgia. Their efforts have produced more than
500 pages of transcribed narrative that addresses the collective
cultural memories of the people of that county – remarkable
memories of traditional lifestyles that have now evolved into the
traditions of today. Stewart County’s tales, while specific to the
times, persons, and places of that particular area, actually typify
those of the larger Chattahoochee Valley region.

Matthew Moye, director of Westville Historic Handicrafts,
recently received notice from Georgia Governor Roy Barnes that
the Georgia Council for the Arts and the Georgia Humanities
Council have jointly awarded Westville a grant in the amount of
$4,500 to support the Stewart County Grassroots Project. This
grant will allow the collected materials to be edited and,
ultimately, to be made available for public use. The original tapes
and transcripts will be archived for use by future researchers and

C H AT TA H O O C H E E  F O L K WAYS

By Fred Fussell, Folklorist

THE STEWART COUNTY GRASSROOTS PROJECT
students of the oral
tradition of the region.
Selected stories from the
collection will be edited
and prepared for
publication by HCC
folklorist Fred C. Fussell.
The following excerpt is
but a small sample of
good stuff that’s in the
works. 

One particular night they
was runnin’ th’ dogs and
they had a big chase on and
Cuddin’ Walter – that’s
Walter Brown, he married
my cousin, so I always

called him “Cuddin’ Walter” – had a big fox dog that he thought the
world of, named Hans. Cuddin’ Walter walked out away from the
crowd, so he could hear the dogs real good. He listened for a while,
then he walked back up there to where we was. “By golly,” he says,
“I believe old Hans is…I believe my old Hans is leadin’ the pack! Yes,
he’s leadin’ the pack!!!” Boy, was he excited. That was just the top of
the world for him. His dog was leading the pack.

About then, Charlie Cannington – Charlie was real slow talkin’ –
Charlie says, “Wal-ter,” he says, “ain’t that old Hans a-laying over
yonder up under the car?” Walter looked around and, sure enough,
there was old Hans, laying in the sand. Well, that like to killed
Cuddin’ Walter. Lord! And they ragged him for years to come ‘bout
old Hans layin’ under the car when Cuddin’ Walter thought he was
out there leadin’ the pack!

But you know, they all loved one another and respected one
another. Hearing those dogs was music to their ears. They had a good
time. They had good fellowship and long years of fox hunting in our
community – the County Line Community.

(Told by George Lynch, Sr.)

Mr. Brown
CA. 1975

in THE RIVERKEEPERS GUIDE TO
THE CHATTAHOOCHEE by Fred
Brown and Sherri Smith. Free copies
of the brochure are available by calling
the Columbus Convention and Visitors
Bureau at 800-999-1613 or the
Historic Chattahoochee Commission
at 334-687-9755.

marinas and lodging facilities along
the Chattahoochee Apalachicola and
Flint River system that can be enjoyed
by boating enthusiasts and on auto
trips in this three-state corridor. The
brochure is illustrated with artwork by
Columbus resident Garry Pound,
which was originally prepared for use

The Columbus Convention and
Visitors Bureau, in partnership with
the Historic Chattahoochee
Commission, has released “An
Expedition Guide to the
Chattahoochee.” This colorful and
informative over-sized brochure lists
attractions, state parks, historic sites,

“AN EXPEDITION GUIDE TO THE CHATTAHOOCHEE” RELEASED
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Society, Alabama Historical Association,
Southern Historical Association and the
HCC. The brochure is available free on
request from the HCC office in Eufaula.

During much of the spring of 1999,
the City Council of LaGrange has been
considering historic preservation
ordinance for the city and the
designation of the downtown
commercial area as a National Register
Historic District. After thoughtful
consideration and debate, Council
unanimously moved to proceed with the
adoption of an ordinance following the
State of Georgia’s recommended
guidelines. City Attorney Jeff Todd is
currently writing the ordinance.
Expectations are that LaGrange will
soon have a historic preservation
ordinance and a new historic district. A
historic preservation commission
composed of residents of the City who
have an interest in historic preservation
will be appointed by City Council.

The Downtown Group and the
Wiregrass Museum of Art are working
together to create a beautiful
Millennium Park in downtown Dothan.
The site of the park will be in a plaza
across from Poplar Head Park next to
the museum. The park will celebrate the
history of the city’s name and provide
the citizens of Dothan, and visitors to
Millennium Park, with a sense of
accomplishment. The park will feature a
fountain with an eight and one-half foot
tall bronze statue of a young Joseph in
the center, designed by Mobile sculptor,
Casey Downing, Jr. The statue will be
elevated more than ten feet in height by
a pedestal that will also bear a bronze
plaque with the inscription – “For I
heard them say, ‘Let us go the Dothan.”
(Genesis 37:17). The fountain will be
surrounded by engraved tiles and bricks
that will be used to pave the plaza and
walkways. The park will include benches
and trees for visitors to enjoy.

Page Five

The 47 million visitors who stayed
overnight in Georgia last year opened
their wallets more than ever before,
thanks in part to a good economy and a
heavy marketing blitz by the state.
Spending by Georgia tourists grew a
record 12.2 percent in 1998, from $16.2
billion in 1997 to $18.1 billion last year.
It is the biggest one-year leap in tourism
spending in the past decade, according to
the latest Economic Impact of
Expenditures by Tourists.

Documenting the tourism industry’s
importance to the state’s economy, the
Alabama Bureau of Tourism and Travel
has released statistical data showing that
travelers brought $5.4 billion to the state
in 1998. The total represents an increase
of 7 percent over the previous year’s
spending. Overall, the numbers represent
nearly 5 percent of all statewide
economic activities in Alabama. “The
tourism and travel industry continues to
thrive in Alabama this year, and that’s
good news for all of us,” said Gov. Don
Siegelman. “Alabama’s tourism industry is
to be commended for the great job
they’ve done promoting our state as a
travel destination.” Approximately
82,000 jobs were created and maintained
in direct response to expenditures made
by travelers. Dining establishments
accounted for more than half of all travel-
generated jobs. Other industries
benefiting were entertainment and
lodging facilities.

The Historic Chattahoochee
Commission (HCC) has released a new
brochure entitled “Old Reading Treasures
and New Reading Pleasures” which lists
20 publications available for purchase
from the Commission. Sixteen of these
books were published by the HCC and
relate to the history of the
Chattahoochee Valley of Alabama and
Georgia. Almost 9,500 copies of the
brochure were recently mailed to
members of the Georgia Historical

The Film Society of the Columbus
Museum will host the first
Chattahoochee Valley Video and Film
Festival this November. In the hope of
establishing this program as an annual
event, Film Society President, Deborah
Douglas notes that, “the festival will
hopefully become an annual
competition and screening for original
works that promote local creative
endeavors in the film arts.” The event
is scheduled to take place on Saturday,
November 20, 1999 at the Columbus
Museum’s Patrick Theatre. The
deadline for entries is October 15,
1999. All films must be submitted in
VHS 1/2 inch format and must be 30
minutes or less and of a non-
commercial nature. Entrants must
reside within 100 miles of Columbus,
Georgia. Those interested in entering
this competition must submit an official
entry form with their video. For more
information or to request an entry form
please call Elinor Winn, education
associate, at the Columbus Museum
during business hours at (706) 649-0713
or Deborah Douglas, festival
coordinator, after 5 p.m. or on
weekends at (706) 322-6342.

The 1999 General Assembly was very
good for historic preservation. The most
exciting news is that the Georgia
Heritage 2000 Grant Program,
administered by the Historic Preservation
Division, has received an appropriation of
$341,000. This represents an increase of
$180,000 from last year and $279,999
more than the $62,000 included in the
first version of the state budget. This is
the largest amount ever appropriated for
this important program, which provides
much-needed matching monies for local
preservation projects

♦

♦

♦

♦

♦

♦

N E WSLETTER
The Historic Chattahoochee Commission (HCC),
an agency of the states of Alabama and Georgia, is
involved in the promotion of tourism and historic
preservation throughout the lower Chattahoochee
Valley.
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P.O.  Box 33, Eufaula, Alabama 36072-0033. (334)
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Page www.hcc-al-ga.org.
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dward T. McMahon,
Director of the
American
Greenways Program

at The Conservation Fund in
Arlington, Virginia, will be the
keynote speaker for the Historic
Chattahoochee Commission’s
(HCC) Seventeenth Annual
Supper meeting, in Eufaula,
Alabama, on Thursday, October
7. A dynamic speaker, Mr.
McMahon will address urban
sprawl issues using slides to illustrate his
presentation. Over 200 people from
throughout southwest Georgia and southeast
Alabama are expected to attend this meeting
which will be held at Lakepoint Resort State
Park. Following supper, the HCC will
present its prestigious Achievement Awards
to several individuals or organizations that
have been active in a variety of heritage
tourism programs. In addition, Seed Grant
recipients will be announced and the 1999
list of Chattahoochee Valley Threatened
Landmarks will be unveiled.

Ed McMahon is an attorney, community
planner, lecturer and author. He has an
M.A. in Urban Studies from the University
of Alabama and J.D. from Georgetown
University Law School where he taught
law and public policy from 1976-1985.

CH AT TA H O O C H E E
T R ACINGS
CH AT TA H O O C H E E
T R ACINGSNewsletter of the Historic

Chattahoochee Commission
Newsletter of the Historic
Chattahoochee Commission

VOLUME 27 FALL 1999

HCC ANNOUNCES
MATCHING GRANT

PROGRAM

ED MCMAHON TO ADDRESS
HCC ANNUAL MEETING
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McMahon is also the co-
founder and former president of
Scenic America, a national
non-profit organization
devoted to protecting
America’s scenic landscapes.

Mr. McMahon writes a
regular column in PLANNING
COMMISSIONERS
JOURNAL and he is the
author of eight books and over
15 articles including a new
book entitled BALANCING

NATURE AND COMMERCE IN
GATEWAY COMMUNITIES. He has also
written and produced a series of educational
filmstrips for Random House and is a co-
recipient of the Peabody Award for his work
on CBS Television’s national news program
“30 Minutes.” He has appeared on numerous
national news programs including “Good
Morning America,” ABC News Prime Time,
NBC and CBS Nightly News, CNN and
others. He has also written and spoken widely
on the topics of tourism, conservation, land
use planning and historic preservation.

The annual meeting is scheduled to
begin at 6 p.m. CDT with a social hour.
The seated dinner will begin at 7 p.m.
CDT. Registration is $17.50 per person.
Reservations may be made by calling the
HCC at 334-687-9755.

EE The Historic Chattahoochee
Commission (HCC) has announced the
continuation of its Matching Grant
Program, one of its most popular projects
since its establishment in 1985. Over the
last fourteen years, the HCC has
distributed over $52,500 in matching
monies to 40 different groups in its 18
county bi-state region. Grants are
provided on a 50/50 basis with the goal
of developing the Chattahoochee Trace’s
full potential for historic preservation
and tourism.

This program will provide financial
assistance to any qualifying non-profit
organization or agency headquartered
within the Chattahoochee Trace region
promoted by the HCC. In addition, the
project for which funding is requested
must contribute to the promotion of
tourism, history and/or historic
preservation. All projects funded under
this program must be innovative in scope
and application. Projects that are a
continuation of on-going programs will
not be eligible for consideration. The
Commission has set aside $6,500 during
FY 1999-2000 to assist in the funding
and development of various projects in
the Chattahoochee Trace area of
Alabama and Georgia. Previous grants
have been awarded in the $500 to $2,500
range. All projects must begin after
October 1, 1999 and be completed by
May 1, 2000.

Applications must be submitted on an
official form provided by the HCC.
Qualifying organizations should submit
funding requests no later than 4:00 p.m.
CDT on August 27, 1999 to: Chairman,
HCC Matching Grants Committee, P. O.
Box 33, Eufaula, AL 36072-0033.
Matching grant applications and detailed
guidelines are available on request at the
listed address or by calling
334-687-9755. Grant recipients will be
announced at the HCC’s annual meeting
in Eufaula, Alabama on October 7, 1999.

On May 14 ground was broken for
the new Port Columbus Civil War
Naval Center, on Victory Drive
between South Commons and Rotary
Park. The groundbreaking ceremony
featured the firing of a cannon
rescued from a sunken Confederate
gun ship in the Chattahoochee River.
The 15,000-pound, 7-inch cannon
from the Confederate ironclad ram
Jackson, had not been fired in 136
years, said Bruce Smith, executive
director of the naval center. The
cannon and ship were recovered by
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in
the 1960’s and placed in the museum,
which is now located next to Golden
Park in Columbus, Georgia. The $7
million museum, which will feature
39,000 square feet of computerized
displays, hands-on exhibits and two
of the four remaining Civil War
vessels in the United States, is
scheduled to open in May 2000. The
center will also feature a working
shipyard on the banks of the
Chattahoochee River. For more

information, call the Civil War
Naval Center at 706-324-7344.

The City of Eufaula has hired the
architectural firm of Blondheim-Mixon
to develop an architectural plan to
renovate the historic Central of Georgia
Freight Depot on Broad Street in Eufaula.
The facility will eventually become a
welcome center, museum and office
headquarters for the Eufaula/Barbour
County Chamber of Commerce and the
Eufaula/Barbour County Tourism
Council. The old freight depot was built
about 1890 and is listed on the National
Register of Historic Places.

The Headland Kiwanis Club recently
established the Headland Kiwanis Club
Trust Fund for Landmark Park in Dothan,
Alabama. The primary purpose of the
trust is to insure the long-term care and
preservation of the Headland Presbyterian
Church located inside the park. The
church, known as the Julian W. Epps, Sr.
Memorial Chapel, was built in 1907. The
building was donated by Sporman

Knowles and moved from Cleveland
Street in Headland to its present site in
Landmark Park in 1983. Now a popular
site for weddings, the church is typical of
the rural churches that once dotted the
rural landscape of the Wiregrass Region.

With only 5 percent of the National
Infantry Museum’s collection now displayed
at Fort Benning, a group of Columbus and
post officials is considering four locations to
build a larger museum. The museum,
located in a 55,000-square-foot facility built
in 1925 as an Army hospital, could be
moving to a larger site pending approval
from post commander Maj. Gen. Carl Ernst
and other government officials. Four sites
under consideration are the museum’s
current Baltzell Avenue location, a 90-acre
site near Interstate 185 and Custer Road,
an 80-acre site near I-185 and Victory
Drive and a 125-acre site on Fort Benning
Boulevard near the old main gate.
According to Biff Hadden, who is helping
coordinate the project as the Columbus
Chamber of Commerce’s vice-president for
military affairs, “The site that appears to
work best from an engineering standpoint is
the Fort Benning Boulevard site.” Fort
Benning spokeswoman Monica Manganaro
said there are no plans to move the
museum off post. It’s possible that the
current museum could remain in the same
building, with any new facility serving as a
supplement to the museum, she said. When
military officials approve a site, Hadden
expects ideas about the project will be
refined by museum consultants before
formal designs are created. Hadden said the
project, which he expects could cost up to
$65 million over a period of several years,
will be totally funded through contributions
and a capital campaign.

♦

♦

♦

HISTORIC BUILDINGS
IN THE NEWS

Continued om Page Three

The Historic Chattahoochee Commission
(HCC) has announced the continuation of
its Chattahoochee Valley Threatened
Landmarks Program to help focus attention
on buildings, structures and sites that are in
danger of being lost. Each year the HCC
identifies up to ten historic properties within
the eighteen county bi-state region it serves
that are worthy of preservation. It is hoped
that this designation will encourage property
owners or others to take a renewed interest
in the rehabilitation of these threatened
landmarks.

Between 1934 and 1960, the U.S.
Department of Interior’s Historic American
Buildings Survey identified hundreds of
structures in both Alabama and Georgia
that were historically or architecturally
significant. Today, nearly half of the
Alabama structures and twenty percent of
the Georgia buildings identified in this
survey have been lost due to neglect while
others were lost to demolition by businesses
or individuals that did not have an
appreciation for their unique architectural
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