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Visitation figures for
selected Chattahoochee
Trace attractions during

2000 showed that growth was slow
but steady when compared with
statistics from the previous year.
Each year the Commission tracks
attendance at eighteen sites to
help gauge the health of the
tourism industry in the eighteen
county bi-state Chattahoochee
Valley region it serves.

Nine attractions showed gains
while nine attractions posted small
to moderate decreases.  By
comparison, in 1999 eight
attractions in the study had
attendance gains.  Ten attractions
posted gains in 1998, six in 1997,
nine in 1996, ten in 1995, seven
in 1994, three in 1993, five in
1992 and six in 1991.  Small
decreases (under 12%) were
recorded at six attractions while
three sites showed moderate to
high decreases ranging from 18.04% to
40%.  Heading the list with the largest
increase for the second straight year was
the U.S. Army Aviation Museum, which
had a 55.56% attendance gain.  The
largest decrease in attendance was the
Port Columbus National Civil War
Naval Museum. This significant decrease
was tempered by the fact that the facility
closed in September of 2000 to begin
moving into its new museum complex.
Grand opening of the new Civil War
Naval Museum is scheduled to take place
on March 9.

After the U.S. Army Aviation
Museum, Shorter Mansion in Eufaula
had the highest gain at 18.19%.  Other
increases included: Florence Marina
State Park (11.32%), Franklin D.

Roosevelt State Park (10.66%),
Kolomoki Mounds State Historic Park
(7.64%), Westville Historic Handicrafts
(6.74%), Lake George W. Andrews
(2.19%), George T. Bagby State Park
(.68%) and West Point Lake (.39%).

Small visitor decreases were reported at
Eufaula National Wildlife Refuge
(11.79%), Little White House (10.22%),
Lake Seminole (9.31%), Lakepoint
Resort State Park (7.28%), Lake
Eufaula/Walter F. George (4.28%) and
The Columbus Museum (1.37%).
Moderate visitation decreases occurred at
Landmark Park (23.84%) and Providence
Canyon State Conservation Park
(18.04%).  Decreases at Lakepoint Resort
State Park, Lake Eufaula/George and
Lake Seminole were attributed to the on-
going drought and hot weather.

Tourism expenditures continued to
increase during 1999 in Alabama ($5.6
billion-up 4% over 1998) and in Georgia
($16 billion-up 8.1% over 1998).
According to Douglas C. Purcell, HCC
Executive Director, tourism is the
number two industry in Alabama and
Georgia and the third largest retail
industry in the United States.  In 1999,
$520.7 billion was recorded in tourism
expenditures in the United States, a 5%
increase over 1998.  These figures will
continue to grow as the travel industry
overtakes food stores and becomes the
second largest retail or service industry
in the next few years.  The
Chattahoochee Trace region continues to
play a small but significant role in this
industry growth in Alabama and Georgia.

CHATTAHOOCHEE TRACE VISITATION HOLDS STEADY

Shorter Mansion, Eufaula, AL showed the second highest gain in visitors during 2000.
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On May 5, 2001, the Chattahoochee
Indian Heritage Association, in
collaboration with Columbus State

University’s Department of History, the
Historic Chattahoochee Commission, and
others, will stage an event to be called a
SOUTHERN INDIAN HOMECOMING.
This free event will be a one-day celebration
at the Chattahoochee Indian Heritage
Center at Fort Mitchell Park in Russell
County, Alabama.  The purposes of the
event are twofold: to initiate a series of
public educational programs at the Indian
Heritage Center site, and to welcome home
descendents of the Muscogee Creek, Yuchi,
Seminole, and other Native American tribal
groups who once lived here and who were
forcibly removed west of the Mississippi
River in the 1830’s.  This region, the Lower
Chattahoochee River
Valley, was their home.
Now their great-great-
grandchildren are
coming here to visit the
land of their ancestors.

The Southern Indian
Homecoming
celebration will include
a number of traditional
homecoming activities
of kinds that will seem
very familiar to current
residents of the Lower
Chattahoochee Valley,
including singing, home
cooked foods, games
and storytelling, the
renewal of old
friendships, and the
making of new ones.
Other activities,
especially ones that are
traditional to the
Southeastern Indians
who are coming ‘home”
to the Chattahoochee
Valley, will include the
game of stickball, the
pole ball game,
traditional children’s
games, and ceremonial
dance.  At the
beginning of the day’s
festivities, the returning
Indians, joined by local

residents, will participate in a symbolic walk
from the site of Fort Mitchell, where Indian
ancestors were once held captive, to the site
of the Chattahoochee Indian Heritage
Memorial, which commemorates that tragic
ancestral plight.  Later, residents and visitors
will join together to enjoy games, food
friendship, and conversation.

Gary White Deer, a Choctaw artist and
cultural specialist from Ada, Oklahoma, will
coordinate the event and serve as its master
of ceremonies.  Speaking recently of the
potential significance of this event to both
the visiting Indians and to current residents
of the Lower Chattahoochee Valley, White
Deer said, “It would add immeasurably to the
Indian Homecoming if the local community
would, in a manner of speaking, place its
collective arm around the returning tribal

members, smile, and say ‘Welcome home.’
The war collective handshake which would
certainly follow such a gesture would be
meaningful and beneficial for everyone who
attends.”

White Deer went on to say, “In contrast,
what should be avoided is the perception by
the tribal returnees and current area
residents alike that the Indians are back in
town to put on a show, and for effect
throwing in the remembrance of ethnic
cleansing.  Because of the solemnity and
significance of visiting the Ft. Mitchell site,
the Indian returnees should not feel as if
they are either re-enactors or performers, nor
should the non-Indians who are present feel
they are a simply unconnected audience.
Everyone in attendance should have a sense
of participation in a common legacy, with a

shared responsibility to
remember the past.  A
warm community
welcome could help
achieve this on a day
which may otherwise be
vulnerable to isolating
reflection.  Perhaps,
then, holding hands, we
may all dance together
into the future.”

Over a century and a
half of time has elapsed
now since the native
tribal people were
forced to leave their
Chattahoochee River
Valley homes and travel
westward to Oklahoma.
Now the time has come
for the descendents of
those who left this
place and the
descendents of those
who stayed behind to
join together in a
gesture of friendship
and in a positive
celebration of their
shared cultural heritage.
Please join us on May 5
for the Southern
homecoming
celebration at Fort
Mitchell.  You’ll be glad
you did.

CHATTAHOOCHEE FOLKWAYSCHATTAHOOCHEE FOLKWAYS
By Fred Fussell, Folklorist

A SOUTHERN INDIAN HOMECOMING

Tribal matriarch Addie George (left) stands with two of her daughters and a great-granddaughter at the
1995 Yuchi Green Corn Ceremonial near Kelleyville, Oklahoma. Mrs. George will represent the Yuchi
Tribe of Oklahoma at the Southern Indian Homecoming on May 5, 2001.

Photo: Fred C. Fussell
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The Historic Chattahoochee
Commission (HCC) has announced
the release of its twenty-sixth

publication, A Chattahoochee Album:
Images of Traditional People and Folksy
Places around the Lower Chattahoochee
River Valley, by Fred C. Fussell. This
handsome photo journal offers a window into
the traditional folkways and rich cultural
heritage of one of the country’s most
distinctive regions.

Fred Fussell has traveled and explored the
Chattahoochee River Valley for more than 25
years in his capacities as a museum curator, a
folklorist, and a historic preservationist.
Camera in hand, mindfully ready to capture
the essence of the region, he has made a
visual record of the places and the people
who perpetuate the music, the stories, and the
crafts indigenous to the lower Chattahoochee
River Valley.  Scenes of family reunions,
sacred harp singings, clog dancing, white oak
basket weaving, fiddle playing, gourd trees,
folk pottery, yard whirligigs, bee keeping,
county fairs, canning and preserving, quilting,
“syrup soppins,” Indian powwows, grave
decorations, roadside vendors, and blues
balladeers-all illustrate the Chattahoochee
Valley as a rich cultural corridor where folk

expression plays a vital role.
There are influences from the original

Native Americans, Creeks and Cherokees,
primarily, and the early Spanish intruders, the
French and British colonists, and later the
Euro-American settlers who migrated from
the Carolinas, Virginia, and New England,
often with their African slaves.  From the
blending of these diverse peoples, a singular
culture has developed in the lower
Chattahoochee River Valley that persists to
the present day-diverse, robust, and tradition

proud.  A Chattahoochee Album is Fred
Fussell’s personal tribute to the region,
lovingly compiled to honor the folklife and
traditions of an enduring place and its people.

A Chattahoochee Album is available in an
8 x 8 paperback edition and is priced at
$29.95 plus $3 for shipping and handling.
Orders may be directed to the HCC at
P. O. Box 33; Eufaula, Al 36072-0033.

Clayton, the county seat of Barbour
County, is a typical small Southern
town with its business section built

around a pronounced town square.  Its
historic buildings, churches, and homes give
Clayton a certain charm.

Knowing the value of preserving Clayton’s
past, business owners and elected officials
have embarked on a long-range effort to
revitalize the town’s historic structures.

Clayton is the setting for the only
antebellum octagonal-shaped house in the
Southeast.  Renovation of the Octagon
House, built in 1859, was one of the town’s
first undertakings to preserve its rich historic
heritage.  The home is a showplace and is
open to the public for tours with prior notice.

The town’s abandoned railroad depot,
which was used as a freight and passenger
facility until the 1980’s, was a massive
renovation project undertaken by the town.
The once bustling facility, built in 1876, had
become a dilapidated eye sore in town but
fortunately, our forefathers saw to it that it
was donated to the town once rail service
was terminated.

With the help of funding from an ISTEA
grant, Alabama Historical Commission,

Alabama Power
Foundation,
BellSouth, and
local funds, this
building of
historic
significance was
not only saved
from neglect but
was renovated to
a much used and
needed facility

for the town as a
Municipal
Complex.  Today

the town’s governmental offices operate from
the facility and the town has a wonderful
place for public meetings.  The Municipal
Complex is furnished with English antiques
donated by a private donor.

The downtown business section, too, has
suffered from a dwindling business climate
and some of the buildings’ historic
architectural features needed preserving.  In
an effort to assist business owners, the town
was successful in obtaining a grant from the
Alabama Historical Commission to conduct
a survey to establish a Historic District
within the town’s perimeters.  Along with
this business owners have at their disposal
architectural renderings with paint color
schemes of the facades.  This has been
helpful to those who wanted to improve the
appearance of their business.  Currently,

three buildings on Court Square are
undergoing extensive renovations.  Future
plans are to restructure sidewalks and utilities
in downtown Clayton to further improve the
appearance of town while drawing focus to
the town’s historic architecture.

Another project for which we are proud is
the renovation of Grace Episcopal Church.
This project was completed with private
funds and the quaint church can now be used
for special functions.

Clayton has received an ISTEA grant to
transform the abandoned railroad bed
extending from the Municipal Complex to
the downtown area into a walking and biking
trail.  The trail will be lighted and will
feature benches and bike racks.  This
property, which has become overgrown with
weeds, will become a useful place for
Clayton’s residents as well as beautify this
area.  We look forward to seeing the
completion of this project within the near
future.

The garden clubs in Clayton have been
actively providing horticultural
improvements to the downtown area with
flowering plants, shrubs, and redesigning of
park areas.

The people of Clayton are busy working to
improve the town’s beauty and preserve the
historical heritage that our forefathers built
so that future generations, too, may enjoy its
Southern charm.

by Rebecca Beasley
Mayor of Clayton, Alabama

Rebecca Beasley
Mayor of Clayton, Alabama

GUEST COLUMNGUEST COLUMN

HCC ANNOUNCES RELEASE OF TWENTY-SIXTH PUBLICATION

NEWSLETTER
The Historic Chattahoochee Commission
(HCC), an agency of the states of Alabama
and Georgia, is involved in the promotion of
tourism and historic preservation throughout
the lower Chattahoochee Valley.

Chattahoochee Tracings is published quarterly
and is free to interested citizens. Requests for
the newsletter and changes of address should
be directed to HCC, P.O. Box 33, Eufaula,
Alabama 36072-0033. (334) 687-9755 or
P.O. Box 942, LaGrange, Georgia 30241,
(706) 845-8440, e-mail hcc1@zebra.net, Web
Page www.hcc-al-ga.org.

Officers
Clason Kyle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Chairman
David Peterson . . . . . . . . . . . . Vice Chairman
Janice South . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Secretary
Deborah P. Shaw . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Treasurer
Douglas C. Purcell . . . . . . Executive Director
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The Historic Chattahoochee Commission has
announced that Bonnie F. Bonner has been
appointed to the board of the Commission
from Chambers County.  A native of
Chambers County, Mrs. Bonner was educated
at Valley High School and received a BS from
Auburn University in 1977.  She is married to
Ronald W. Bonner and has two sons.  Since
1990, she has been Assistant Vice President of
Corporate Administration at CharterBank.
She is also director and secretary of the
Charter Foundation, a private foundation
endowed by the members of CharterBank in
1994.  Mrs. Bonner is a member of the Valley
Historic Preservation Commission and is co-
chair of the Fairfax Committee, which
oversees the restoration and maintenance of
both Fairfax Depot and the Bethlehem
Church.  She is also founder, vice president
and director of A Second Chance, an
organization that seeks to restore historic
homes in West Point, Georgia and Lanett and
Valley, Alabama.

For over a year, Peter Branum has served as
executive director of The Museum of East
Alabama.  Mr. Branum formerly was the
processing archivist at the Troup County
Archives in LaGrange, Georgia.  He was
reared in Decatur County, Alabama and
received a History Degree from Samford
University in Birmingham.  He then earned a
Master of Divinity in Denver, Colorado before
returning home to Alabama.  Dedicated to
preserving history, Mr. Branum worked in the
Auburn University Archives for many years,
before his employment in Troup County.  He
also teaches World History, American History
and Comparative Religion at Chattahoochee
Valley Community College.  In addition, he is
the author of a number of historical articles on
the colonial, antebellum and reconstruction
periods.

Through a collaborative venture with the

Alabama State Council on the Arts, the
Alabama Folklife Association hired Joyce
Cauthen to serve as executive director of the
Alabama Folklife Association.  She has been
an active member of the AFA since 1988.
Ms. Cauthen was the director of the Alabama
Folklife Festival for four years and has served
as president and most recently as treasurer of
the AFA.  Besides writing WITH FIDDLE
AND WELL-ROSINED BOW: A HISTORY
OF OLD-TIME FIDDLING IN ALABAMA
(U. of Alabama Press) and producing the CD,
POSSUM UP A GUM STUMP: HOME,
COMMERCIAL AND FIELD
RECORDINGS OF ALABAMA FIDDLERS
(Tannehill State Park), she as served as
project director of a number of AFA
productions, the most recent being the AFA’s
essay collection/CD, BENJAMIN LLOYD’S
HYMN BOOK: A PRIMITIVE BAPTIST
SINGING TRADITION.

Working in partnership with the Historic
Columbus Foundation, Dr. John Lupold,
head of the Columbus State University
History Department, has put together a
National Register nomination for five
historic neighborhoods in Columbus
including Dinglewood, Wynn’s Hill-
Overlook, Peacock Woods-Dimon Circle,
Wildwood Circle-Hillcrest and Wynnton
Village.  These areas will be joined together
with the Park District, which was
designated a historic neighborhood in 1994.
Three of the applications were recently
considered by the State National Register
Review Board and will then advance to the
federal level.  Lupold is confident of
approval because of one site-the home of
acclaimed author Carson McCullers at 1519
Stark Avenue.  There are 885 houses in
these five historic neighborhoods.

On March 8, the Alabama Historical
Commission’s National Register Review
Board met to consider the nomination of
the New Hope School in Lanett, Alabama
to the National Register.

On November 17, former President Jimmy
Carter’s boyhood home and farm opened to
the public.  The National Park Service has
spent more than $1.2 million restoring a 15-
acre portion of the farm where the president
worked and played as part of the Jimmy
Carter National Historic Site.

A site has been selected next to Franklin D.
Roosevelt’s Little White House in Warm

Springs, Georgia for a new Little White
House Museum.  The story of Roosevelt’s
battle with polio and the role Warm Springs
and Georgia played in it, are only part of
the Roosevelt saga that will be retold in site
and sound in a new $6 million museum and
visitors center.  Gov. Roy Barnes has
included $2.5 million in state funds in the
fiscal 2001 supplemental budget as part of a
public-private partnership for the museum.
The official campaign to raise the matching
$3.5 million from private sources will be
launched April 12 at a ceremony marking
the 56th anniversary of Roosevelt’s death at
the Little White House in 1945. The
museum will be recessed into a hillside next
to the Little White House, Roosevelt’s
home that was built in a wooded area just
south of Warm Springs off Georgia 85.

The Columbus Museum is set to launch a
new museum branch site in the Uptown
District of Columbus.  The facility will be
located in the restored Rankin Hotel
Building and will encompass approximately
4,500 square feet of two renovated street-
level spaces off Broadway.  The Uptown site
is designed to be a unique extension of the
existing facility on Wynnton Road, where
new audiences can be developed and served
with innovative exhibitions, lectures,
demonstrations and advanced studio art
instruction.

Dothan Landmarks Foundation board has
given approval to begin construction on the
Martin Drug Store Building at Landmark

Park in Dothan.  The interior of the new
2,000 square-foot wooden frame building
will be almost an exact replica of the
historic structure in Enterprise, Alabama.
Once completed, the new building will
house all the items from the Martin Drug
Store as well as a turn-of-the-century
doctor’s office.  Visitors will marvel at the
hundreds of unique medicines, beautiful
display cabinets, operating soda fountain
and early medical items on display.  Opened
in 1898, the Martin Drug Store, along with
its furnishings and inventory, was acquired
by Landmarks three years ago to help
preserve this unique collection of early
pharmaceutical items.  Some have declared
the Martin Drug Store to be one of the best-
preserved early drugstores in the State of
Alabama.  The cost to construct the
building is $107,000, with approximately
$90,000 already in hand.  Therefore,
Landmarks needs help in raising the
remaining $17,000 to pay for construction.
All donations are tax deductible.  For
further information write Dothan
Landmarks Foundation, P. O. Box 6362,
Dothan, AL 36302.

PEOPLE IN THE NEWS

BUILDINGS, DISTRICTS AND MUSEUMS IN THE NEWS
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The Historic Chattahoochee Commission has
identified seven historic properties as
Chattahoochee Valley Threatened Landmarks
for 2000, according to executive director
Douglas C. Purcell.  This endangered property
list was announced at the Commission’s 18th
Annual Supper Meeting and 30th
Anniversary Celebration in Columbus,
Georgia on October 12.  The purpose of the
program is to help focus attention on
buildings, structures and sites that are in
danger of being lost.  It is hoped that this
designation will encourage property owners,
caretakers or others to take a renewed interest
in the rehabilitation of these threatened
landmarks.  The Chattahoochee Valley’s seven
most vulnerable historic sites in 2000 are:
FREDERICK HOUSE-OPELIKA, LEE
COUNTY, ALABAMA
Constructed in 1880, the Frederick House is a
Colonial Revival showplace in Opelika,
Alabama.  Recently Trinity United Methodist
Church, which is situated adjacent to the
Frederick House, received the house as a gift
from a member of the congregation.  The
church has offered the house for $1 to the
North Opelika Historical Neighborhood
Association (NOHNA) if the group will move
it to another location.  Church leaders have
said  “. . . the house does not fit into the
church’s mission” and “we can make no decent
use of the house because of the rehabilitation
costs involved.”  NOHNA and others would
like to see the house preserved on site by the
church and are concerned that a move would
damage the house.  It is endangered due to the
proposed abandonment by Trinity United
Methodist Church.
HARMONY METHODIST CHURCH-
RIDGE GROVE COMMUNITY,
CHAMBERS COUNTY, ALABAMA
Organized in 1833, the present Harmony
Methodist Church building was constructed
about 1860.  Located near LaFayette, the
church was first known as Day’s Campground
on the LaFayette Circuit.  The old church
building was abandoned for many years until a
small group of friends organized to save it.
Small trees and brush have been cleared from
around the building but the roof needs
immediate replacement.  A temporary plastic-
fiberglass covering has been installed to keep
rain out of the building.  However, a more
serious concern is the west wall of the church
which is in a near collapsed state due to the
failure of the dry stone piers and water damage
caused by the poor condition of the roof.  It is
endangered due to neglect despite the best
efforts of the group that is now trying to raise
the necessary funds to save the building.
GORDON STAGECOACH STOP-
GORDON, HOUSTON COUNTY,
ALABAMA
Tradition maintains that this small two room,
central hall log structure was built by slaves

about 1850 and used as a stagecoach way
station between Columbus, Georgia and
Apalachicola, Florida.  It is situated just north
of Gordon on the old River Road (Alabama
Highway 95).  The building is currently
abandoned and used for the storage of
miscellaneous household and farm equipment
items.  The front porch floor and ceiling are in
a perilous state of repair.  The building is
endangered due to neglect.
OLD CITIZENS BANK-PHENIX CITY,
RUSSELL COUNTY, ALABAMA
The Citizens Bank building is the centerpiece
of the Girard Residential/Commercial
National Register Historic District in Phenix
City.  Built in 1909 this Renaissance Revival
structure was constructed to handle the
flourishing liquor trade when organized crime
held a strangle hold on the city.  In July the
current owners of the building filed a suit in
Russell County Circuit Court claiming that
the city has intentionally prevented them
from renovating and using the building by
refusing to connect it to a sanitary sewer line,
eliminating the driveway and denying the
building an inspection.  It is located
immediately adjacent to Mead Coated Board’s
headquarters that is situated on the West Bank
of the Chattahoochee River.  Mead has
expressed interest in the historic bank but has
said that it would likely demolish the building
if it were purchased.  The building is
endangered as a result of this controversy
between the owners and the City of Phenix
City and the possible acquisition by Mead
Coated Board.
BAPTIST HILL CEMETERY-AUBURN,
LEE COUNTY, ALABAMA
This cemetery is Auburn’s oldest black burial
ground dating from the 1870’s.  Baptist Hill
was the object of an almost five-year
restoration project by the Auburn Heritage
Association in the early 1990’s.  This
ambitious undertaking proved to be an
enormous source for oral black history.  In
1994 the Association turned the property over
to the City with the understanding that
maintenance would continue on a regular
basis.  One portion of the property is now so
filled with fallen trees that there is no access
to several graves.  The City has advised the
Association that it only has money for routine
maintenance.  Consequently, this portion of
Baptist Hill Cemetery is in serious threat of
returning to overgrowth of property and
history.  The cemetery is endangered due to
neglect because of the limited availability of
funds for its maintenance.
ALMA THOMAS HOUSE-COLUMBUS,
MUSCOGEE COUNTY, GEORGIA
This was the childhood home of Alma
Thomas (1891-1978) who is considered to be
one of the country’s foremost black female
painters.  The Columbus native lived in the c
1885 Queen Anne cottage before moving to

Washington, DC at the age of fourteen.  In
1997 the house was owned by the Columbus
Housing Authority who considered moving it
to an area near the “Ma” Rainey House.
However, this action was never taken and the
house continued deteriorating.  Recently, the
property was acquired by a young couple who
now is involved in a $235,000 renovation
campaign.  Three years ago the Alma Thomas
House was listed by the Historic
Chattahoochee Commission as one of the
Chattahoochee Valley’s most threatened
landmarks.  The Commission is taking this
unusual step of listing this property once again
because of its significance to this area.  It is
still endangered because of the dilapidated
condition of the house due to many years of
neglect.
WRIGHT-HARRIS HOUSE/GIRL
SCOUT HUT-AUBURN, LEE COUNTY,
ALABAMA
Constructed about 1895 the Wright-Harris
House remains a highly significant structure in
an intact complex.  Its contributing
outbuildings, gardens, trees and the building
lot all combine to tell an important story
about the development of the City of Auburn
during a period when the Victorian ethic was
considered to be a high style.  Dr. Walter
Burkhardt designed the 1937 Girl Scout Hut,
which is situated on a wooded lot adjacent to
the Wright-Harris House.  The property is
highly significant due to its architectural merit
as well as the continued use of the building as
a meeting place for Girl Scouts throughout its
history.  Professor Burkhardt directed the
documentation of historically and
architecturally significant structures through
the Historic American Buildings Survey in the
1930’s.  Now owned by the City of Auburn,
present plans are for the demolition of both
properties to accommodate additional parking
needs for the adjacent Frank Brown
Recreation Center, Senior Center/Parks
Recreation Offices and Gazebo/Bandstand area
for the arts.  The properties are endangered
due to announced demolition plans by the
City of Auburn.
By designating these seven properties as
Chattahoochee Valley Threatened Landmarks,
the HCC is committed to working with
property owners to provide whatever
assistance is available to preserve and protect
them for the enjoyment and benefit of future
generations.  A matching grant of $500 is
being offered to the property owners to help
them take care of an immediate renovation
need.  In order to qualify for the grant the
property owners must match the HCC’s grant
and follow the “Secretary of the Interior’s
Standards for the Rehabilitation of Historic
Buildings.”  Grants are awarded on a
reimbursable basis after all proper receipts
have been received and verified.

HCC ANNOUNCES 2000 CHATTAHOOCHEE VALLEY THREATENED LANDMARKS LIST
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Mrs. Martha Dickson has announced the second
printing of GORDON, ALABAMA: PIONEER
RIVERBOAT TOWN; SOUTHERN
TERMINUS OF ALABAMA’S
CHATTAHOOCHEE RIVER TRACE.  This 8
1/2 X 11 softbound edition has 233 pages including
maps and 81 pages with photographs featuring
individuals, early school groupings, riverboats that
called at the Gordon landings, homes, etc.  It also
includes information about settlements of Alaga,
Ardilla, Crosby, and other communities.  This
book sells for $21.95 plus $2.30 for shipping and
handling.  Orders should be directed to Mrs.
Dickson at 10101 Crest Ridge Drive, Pensacola, FL
32514 or by calling 850-473-9358; e-mail
maxdickson@AOL.com.

James E. Coleman, of Fort Gaines, Georgia,
announces the release of a publication on south
Georgia entitled: GOD’S UNFINISHED LAND:
EVENTS AFFECTING PIONEER SOUTH
GEORGIA.  This 117-page, spiral bound soft
cover publication has 21 chapters, which look at
various events in the history of southwest Georgia.
This history is told through 18 main characters
that took part in a variety of adventures and
intrigues in this part of Georgia.  Some of these
characters include John Dill and his wife Elizabeth
Stewart Dill, Lt. Gadsden, an aide to General
Andrew Jackson, and Duncan McKrimmon, who
was a Georgia Militia private from Milledgeville.
Copies of the book are available for $8 plus $2 for
postage and handling from Mr. Coleman at Box
298, Fort Gaines, GA 31751.

Columbus has been awarded $1 million through
the Georgia Department of Transportation to
convert the closed 14th Street Bridge to a
pedestrian/bike way and help complete the long-
awaited link between riverwalks in Columbus and
Phenix City.  The city must match the federal
Transportation Enhancement Activity funds with
$241,750 that may include in-kind services.

The University of Alabama Press has announced
that RIVER SONG: A JOURNEY DOWN THE
CHATTAHOOCHEE AND APALACHICOLA
RIVERS by Joe and Monica Cook, designed by
John Langston, has been selected to be featured in
this year’s Association of American University
Presses (AAUP) Book Jacket and Journal Show in
the illustrated trade book category.  The show will

be presented at the AAUP annual conference in
Toronto, Canada this June.  RIVER SONG is one
of 49 books chosen by the jury for excellence in
book design and production out of 325
submissions.  The Press has not received this kind
of design recognition since 1982.

Providence Canyon State Park in conjunction
with Farmers State Bank of Lumpkin, Georgia will
sponsor an Amateur Photography Competition.
First place winner will receive an award of $100,
while second place will receive a $50 cash award.
All photographs will become the property of
Providence Canyon State Park and may be used
for promotional purposes without compensation to
the photographer.  Photos will be on display in the
park’s interpretive center following the contest. For
contest rules, contact Providence Canyon State
Park, Rt. 1, Box 158, Lumpkin, GA 31815.
Photographs must be submitted to the park by May
21, 2001.

On October 28, 2000, the Green Grove
Missionary Baptist Church, in cooperation with
the Historic Chattahoochee Commission,
dedicated a historical marker, which focused on
the historic church and school in Stewart County,
Georgia.  More than 50 people attended the
dedication, which was an event featured during the
Georgia Trust’s Ramble to Lumpkin and Stewart
County, Georgia.

The Alabama Bureau of Tourism & Travel is
creating nine brochures featuring attractions that
complement each other throughout the State of
Alabama.  The “Trail” series will spotlight
antebellum/historic homes; antique shopping;
birding; Civil War sites; children’s interest sites;
covered bridges; gardens; Native American sites;
and “outsider” art spots.  The goal of the Bureau is
to encourage visitors to stay in the state a little
longer.

The Georgia Department of Transportation has
awarded the town of Hogansville a $350,000 grant
to help improve streetscapes on and around Main
Street.  The project includes sidewalks, streetlights
and landscaping to improve pedestrian access and
safety and community appearance and tourist
appeal.

Three new web sites may be of interest to

“Chattahoochee Tracings” readers as follows:
SeeAmerica.org has been launched to help
travelers plan trips to the USA.  Created by the
Travel Industry Association of America (TIA), this
important new international marketing tool is the
only site that links every major USA travel
destination and travel company in one location on
the Internet.  It is being promoted as part of an
aggressive international advertising and marketing
campaign that targets consumers and the travel
trade in Brazil, Japan and the United Kingdom.
MuseumMarketingTips.com, is a new online
resource for museums, historic sites and heritage
attractions, which includes sections devoted to
cultural and heritage tourism marketing.  The web
site is an easily accessible, in-depth directory of
online resources.  Links Library connects visitors to
online articles and information resources about
cultural tourism, and Articles Index includes pieces
that will help museums develop effective groups
tour marketing programs.  The web site also
contains the Museum Marketing Tips Newswire
(museum news from around the world updated
throughout the day), several pages of motivational
quotes for newsletters and presentations, and
sections where visitors may submit marketing tips
and questions to be archived on site and featured
in the newsletter.  The Alabama Preservation
Alliance, Alabama’s independent, non-profit
preservation organization, has launched a new web
site at alabamapreservation alliance.tripod.com/.
This web site includes information about the
Alliance’s program of work as well as preservation
topics of interest relating to the State of Alabama.

Tennessee is set to welcome the fourth Travel
South USA Heritage Tourism Conference, which
will be held at the Peabody Hotel in Memphis,
April 10-12, 2001.  Promoted as a U.S. Regional
Tourism Conference, the dynamic two-day
program is designed to assist organizations in
effectively developing and marketing their
historical, natural, and cultural heritage resources.
This conference is co-sponsored by Travel South
USA, the Tennessee Department of Tourist
Development, and the Memphis Convention &
Visitors Bureau.  For more information on this
conference, contact the Tennessee Department of
Tourism Development, Heritage & Community
Tourism Development Division at 615-741-9049
or write to 320 6th Avenue, N., 5th Floor, Rachel
Jackson Building, Nashville, TN 37243.
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