
he Community Foundation of the Chattahoochee Valley, Inc., as the fiscal agent
for the Historic Chattahoochee Commission, recently received a ceremonial “big”
check for $150,000 from USDA Rural Development Georgia State Director Stone

Workman and USDA Rural Development Alabama State Director Steve Pelham. This
grant will be used to fund a new program that will assist farmers and rural landowners by
creating a variety of models for use in developing alternative agricultural land uses. The new
initiative is called the “Chattahoochee AgriTourism Project” and it will be implemented by
the Historic Chattahoochee Commission with the assistance of Fred Fussell, program
coordinator; Mac Moye, project development specialist and two field researchers, John
Lupold and Richard Murphy. The purpose of this project is to build on an important
economic factor in the rural areas of the lower Chattahoochee Valley—tourism, which has
been increasing for over forty years by serving the educational and recreational needs of
visitors and area residents. Assistance in writing the grant proposal was provided by the
Lower Chattahoochee Regional Development Center in Columbus, Georgia.
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HCC RECEIVES USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT
GRANT FOR “CHATTAHOOCHEE

AGRITOURISM PROJECT”

The Historic Chattahoochee

Commission’s (HCC) membership

recruitment campaign has been gaining

momentum over the last several months.

More than 414 individuals, organizations,

cities, counties, corporations, businesses and

institutions now count themselves as dues

paying members of the Commission. Funds

generated by this campaign help underwrite

the operating expenses and programs of the

HCC. Budget cutbacks in Alabama and

Georgia have severely impacted the

heritage-tourism program of work of the

Commission in the last two years.

Therefore board members and friends of the

HCC have been aggressively recruiting new

members from throughout the eighteen

county Chattahoochee Trace region.

However many new members have come

from other areas of Alabama and Georgia as

well as across the United States. The

immediate goal is to reach the 500 member

mark in the next few months. Membership

renewal notices have been mailed for 2005.

Membership investments are 100% tax

deductible. Friends of the HCC are

encouraged to help by asking their friends

to join the HCC. Special donations are also

being solicited. Membership dues categories

are available on request by calling 1-877-

766-2443 (toll free) or sending an e-mail to

hcc3@earthlink.net.

TT

Senator Jeff Sessions to Sponsor
“Chattahoochee Trace National Heritage

Corridor Study Act of 2005”
Aides to Alabama Senator Jeff Sessions have

notified Doug Purcell, executive director of the
Historic Chattahoochee Commission, that Sessions
will serve as a sponsor of the “Chattahoochee Trace
National Heritage Corridor Study Act of 2005” in the
next session of the U. S. Congress. Heather Zempel,
in Sessions’ Washington, D. C. office, and Cecelia
Meeks, in Sessions’ Montgomery, AL office, both
called Purcell to advise him of this decision. Further
confirmation was received when Purcell spoke with
Senator Sessions during the Alabama Preservation Conference in Mobile on October 23rd.
Modeled after the “Muscle Shoals National Heritage Study Act of 2002”, this federal
legislation, if approved, will provide funding for a study to determine if the Chattahoochee
Trace region of Alabama and Georgia is eligible to be designated a National Heritage
Corridor. Once designated, the Chattahoochee Trace region will become eligible to receive
funding for publications and marketing for tourism coordination, historic preservation,
environmental education, outdoor recreation and small business development. The proposed
act authorizes the Secretary of the Interior, in consultation with appropriate State historic
preservation officers, State historical societies, State tourism offices and other appropriate
organizations or agencies to conduct an assessment study regarding the suitability and
feasibility of designating the eighteen county study region a National Heritage Corridor.
Currently there are only 24 National Heritage Areas in the United States and two of those
are in Georgia and Alabama —the Augusta National Heritage Area and the Muscle Shoals
National Heritage Area.

Doug Purcell of HCC with U.S.
Senator Jeff Sessions



Page Two

HCC Presents Achievement Awards
The Historic Chattahoochee Commission

(HCC) recognized four individuals at its 22nd

Annual Supper Meeting in Fort Gaines,

Georgia on September 23rd. A beautiful four-

inch bronze medallion, sculpted with the relief

of a Chattahoochee River steamboat, was

presented to Jessie Summers of Auburn,

Alabama; Amy Hamby of Auburn, Alabama;

Virginia Peebles of Columbus, Georgia; and

Hugh D. Broome, Jr. of Donalsonville,

Georgia.

Jessie Summers was recognized for her efforts to promote the arts, record the history and

preserve the historic built environment in Lee, Chambers and Troup Counties. Virginia

Peebles was recognized for her dedication and commitment to promoting and preserving the

historic resources of Columbus, Georgia. She is the retiring director of the Historic

Columbus Foundation, a position she has held for twelve years. Amy Hamby was recognized

for her development and implementation of the Rosemere Luminary Tour in Rosemere

Cemetery, Opelika’s oldest public graveyard. Ms. Hamby organized this tour in her quest for

her Girl Scout Gold Award, the equivalent to the Eagle Scout Award. Hugh D. Broome, Jr.

was recognized for his untiring efforts to promote the arts in Seminole County, heritage tours

to the community of Lela and the cultural tourism assets of the lower Chattahoochee Valley.

In 1995 Mr. Broome, who serves as state representative for district 141, was instrumental in

the donation of the Olive Theater to the Seminole Arts Council. More than 140 people

attended the HCC’s 22nd annual meeting at George T. Bagby State Park which featured a

special program on the Commission’s 28th book entitled “Bridging Deep South Rivers: The

Life and Legend of Horace King” by John Lupold and Tom French.

NEWSLETTER
The Historic Chattahoochee Commission
(HCC), an agency of the states of Alabama and
Georgia, is involved in the promotion of tourism
and historic preservation throughout the lower
Chattahoochee Valley.

Chattahoochee Tracings is published quarterly and
is free to interested citizens. Requests for the
newsletters and changes of address should be
directed to HCC, P.O. Box 33, Eufaula, Alabama
36072-0033. (334) 687-9755 or P.O. Box 942,
LaGrange, Georgia 30241, (706) 845-8440, e-mail
hcc3@earthlink.net, Web Page www.hcc-al-ga.org. 
1-877-766-2443.

OFFICERS
Ann Petry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Chairman
Bob Hendrix  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Vice Chairman
Dianne S. Freeman  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Secretary
Deborah P. Shaw  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Treasurer
Douglas C. Purcell . . . . . . . . .Executive Director   

Amy Hamby receives HCC Achievement
Award from Brenda Broome

Three Organizations to 
Receive HCC Seed Grants

Three Chattahoochee Valley organizations are to receive matching grant monies under

the Historic Chattahoochee Commission’s (HCC) Seed Grant Program. This program was

established nineteen years ago to assist in the funding and development of various heritage

tourism projects within the Commission’s eighteen county bi-state region. Applications from

qualifying non-profit organizations are reviewed on a competitive basis. Grants awarded this

year ranged from $2,000 to $3,000.

• The City of Abbeville-Henry County, Alabama

$2,000 to help provide park benches for city sidewalks in the downtown area of the city.

The project is designed to emphasize the on-going downtown revitalization work in

Abbeville and to help make the city more attractive for area residents and visitors.

• Chattahoochee Valley Regional Library System-Columbus, Muscogee County, Georgia

$3,000 for brochures and posters to help promote Valley Reads, a literary event to help

foster reading, cultural and historical awareness. Community participation is also a major

emphasis of the event. “Eugene Bullard, Black Expatriate in Jazz-Age Paris” by Craig Lloyd,

(Continued On Page Six)

2003-2004 Membership Update
Listing date: July 20, 2004 – September 30,
2004

NEW MEMBERS
Deborah Shaw
Stan Malkemus
Wallace E. Sholar
Susan S. Gristina
Roy D. Moultrie

RENEWALS
G. Mayo Livingston
Colonel M. Reid Wallis

SPECIAL INDIVIDUAL /FAMILY
MEMBERSHIPS $25+

Tracy Dean
SPECIAL GIFTS $100+

Forrest Shivers
MEMORIALS

In memory of John R. Purcell, Sr. by Mr. &
Mrs. Carl Summers

2003 - 2004 MEMBERSHIP
CAMPAIGN

HISTORIC CHATTAHOOCHEE COMMISSION
TRIBUTE/MEMORIAL

To Honor or Remember Family, Friends and
Loved Ones.

As a special tribute to family and friends for
important occasions throughout the year-- a
birthday, an anniversary, graduation, a “get-well”
wish or a memorial as an expression of
sympathy-a gift to the Historic Chattahoochee
Commission is a very meaningful and personal
gift. Contributions are fully tax-deductible. The
HCC will send personal acknowledgement,
without reference to the size of the gift, and
your tribute or memorial will be listed in the
HCC’s newsletter, Chattahoochee Tracings.

I wish to contribute $_________ to the HCC.
I wish my gift to be in honor/memory of
______________________________________

Occassion :  Birthday  Anniversary  Memorial
Other _____________

Donor’s Name: _________________________
Address: ______________________________
Please Notify: __________________________
Address: ______________________________

Make check payable to: Historic
Chattahoochee Commission

Mail to: P.O. Box 33 •  Eufaula, AL 36072-0033
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which believes ‘people who experience the
river will be most likely to help protect it.’
Currently funded by a US Department of
Agriculture ‘Rural Business Opportunity
Grant’, RiverWay South didn’t just happen
serendipitously.

This fledgling organization…..an
implementation of a report by Randall
Travel Marketing, Inc…..was commissioned
by VOD after discussions with leading
Columbus citizens about the potential for
economic development (in rural Georgia,
Alabama, and Florida counties) through
sustainable heritage and nature-based
tourism. 

I knew almost immediately I wanted to
lead this group. The reasons were
compelling and reflected by the vast
majority of its job descriptors…such as:

* Developing relationships among and
between river communities
* Developing partnerships between
chambers of commerce, businesses and
convention and visitors bureaus in river
communities
* Connecting formal and non-formal
educational institutions with the river
system
* Developing relationships between local,
state and federal agencies that have tourism
and economic development interests on the
river system
* Expanding relationships between civic
and business leaders, politicians, historians,
environmentalists, and journalists who live
in communities on the river system

GUEST 
COLUMN

I’ve always liked to teach…..especially
the wonders of outdoor science and how its
nature shapes our lives. Nevertheless, my
interest in science evolved into a passion to
protect and preserve those resources which
provide us with an existence we sometimes
take for granted. 

Until a few months ago, I was content
with what I considered the most wonderful
job in the world… ‘master commander’ 
(a k a) Executive Director of Columbus
State University’s Space Science Center. 

Even so, life changes tugged me toward
a new and maybe more important task. As
significant as stars, planets, and other
shining ‘stuff ’ were to me, life threatening
environmental issues always pulled me
back down to earth while dictating new
priorities. 

In 1977, I found myself on the first
Voyage of Discovery, a group with a vital
interest in heritage-based and nature-based
tourism. With a mission to foster river-
centered connections and partnerships
within the Apalachicola-Chattahoochee-
Flint watershed, the Voyage of Discovery
opened a door of understanding to a
broader audience to protect and preserve
the rivers on which we depend.

I watched our river become the center
of controversy between competing parties
who would take more than their share and
leave nothing behind. 

Amid renewed struggles for shares of
rivers, I learned several months ago that
Voyage of Discovery (VOD) had
announced a search for a director to
manage RiverWay South…an organization

GUEST 
COLUMN

It’s a dream job! I get to
talk….a lot. I’ll have
many opportunities to
work with communities
struggling to find new
directions at the same
time attempt to balance
economic development
while protecting the
environment. 

Quite frankly, many
of the RiverWay South
job descriptors
complement much of the
work taking place or beginning to emerge
in our rural areas.

For over 30 years, Historic
Chattahoochee Commissioner, Doug
Purcell has taken the lead in many projects
which parallels RiverWay South. He has
pulled together the history, the
environment, the heritage, the people and
places of the great Apalachicola-
Chattahoochee-Flint watershed. We
continue to celebrate those traits and
features which give our region its unique
character.

It is important that I approach this
work within the same spirit that has
enabled so many of you within the Historic
Chattahoochee membership to lay the
groundwork for positive changes as well as
sustaining and enriching those practices
which benefit us all.

I look forward to meeting each of you
and working with you throughout the
coming year. 

by Dr. Carole Rutland

River and Sky

Dr. Carole
Rutland, Executive
Director RiverWay

South

PEOPLE IN THE NEWS
Sherry Spurlin has been named as Interim
Director of the Chattahoochee RiverKeeper
organization to replace retiring Riverkeeper
Jim Phillips. The Chattahoochee
Riverkeeper organization was organized in
1992 by concerned citizens eager to protect
the resources. A private, non-profit
organization, the Riverkeeper has helped to
mandate sewer system operating
improvements and established effective
stream monitoring groups along the entire
Chattahoochee. The organization also leads
the state in river cleanups and helps raise

community awareness through youth and
adult education programs. 

Michael W. Panhorst has been named
Director of Auburn University’s Jule Collins
Smith Museum of Fine Art. Panhorst
assumed his duties at Auburn on August 15,
2004. He formerly was director of the
Chesterwood Museum in Stockridge,
Massachusetts. Panhorst, a native of
Montgomery, returns to his home state with
nearly three decades of experience as a

director, curator, researcher, writer, editor,
teacher and project manager at museums
and universities throughout the eastern
United States. 

The Eufaula/Barbour County Chamber of
Commerce has announced that Mrs. Kristi
Mott has been employed as it new Director
of Community Relations. Mott fills the
void left in February, when long term
Director Martha Boyd succumbed to cancer.

♦

♦

(Continued On Page Eight)



picnicking here. For more information go to
www.gastateparks.org/info/fdr

Westville is putting the finishing touches
on a project called Cemeteries of Stuart
County Georgia, by Bobby Williams. Mr.
Williams is a veteran forester with
MeadWestvaco, one of the county’s largest
landowners. Through a grant from the
Historic Chattahoochee Commission,
Westville purchased a Global Positioning
System (GPS) device and some computer
software. Mr. Williams took the GPS unit
with him in his forest travels in the county
over a period of six months. The unit
recorded the exact longitude and latitudes
of cemeteries in the county to an accuracy
of a few feet. Westville now has coordinates
on about 130 county cemeteries. Most of
the cemeteries recorded through the project
are listed in one volume or the other of the
Stewart County History. However, because
the county has changed radically from
agriculture to forestry in the last fifty years,
many—maybe most—have been lost.
Individuals with cemetery information
related to Stewart County are encouraged
to call Westville at 229-838-6310 or email
director@westville.org or write Westville,
Post Office Box 1850, Lumpkin, Georgia
31815.

The Wiregrass Festival of Murals has
commissioned Wes Harden to paint the
“Train Mural” on a building at the corner of
Burdeshaw and Foster Streets in downtown
Dothan. This mural will depict the history
of the railroad in the development of
Dothan in the late 19th and early 20th
centuries. The mural will stretch 220 feet
long and reach a height of 32 feet in some
places. The “Train Mural” is Harden’s fifth
mural in Dothan. He has worked on the
murals in the city since 1998. 

Groundbreaking for the new U.S. Army
National Infantry Museum, at Fort
Benning, Georgia, took place on September
21, 2004. The $70 million museum facility
will honor the accomplishments of
infantrymen past, present and future. In

our feedback.” The name change and a
revised mission statement are included in
Westville’s updated Articles of
Incorporation that were unanimously
adopted by members of the Westville Board
of Trustees at a recent board meeting in
Columbus. The articles also provide for
perpetual function of the corporation for
the first time, said Columbus attorney John
M. Sheftall, who helped draw up the
changes recommended by Westville’s
Executive Committee. The mission
statement is “to operate a living history
museum to preserve, demonstrate and
interpret village life in pre-1860 West
Georgia. This is accomplished through
collecting and preserving period artifacts;
demonstrating traditional work skills; and
maintaining an authentic village
environment. 

Reich Dry Goods Building, located at 14
West 11th Street and the Lewis-Rothschild
Building located at 1214 First Avenue, have
been listed on the National Register of
Historic Places. The Art Moderne-style
Reich Dry Goods Building has been home
to two dry goods businesses and the U.S. O.
Loeb and Kaufman, wholesale grocers,
originally occupied the building from 1896
to 1916. The property is significant in the
areas of architecture, commerce, recreation
and culture. The building has been recently
restored by Flournoy Development
Company. Columbus Lofts, LLC, has
incorporated this building into a multiple
use complex with the two adjacent
structures. John A. Lewis built the Classical
Revival-style Lewis-Rothschild Building for
a dry goods company in 1910. He leased the
building to David Rothschild’s dry goods
company, but maintained ownership until
1964. In 2001 the property was purchased
and restored to its original appearance by J.
Alvan Davis, Jr. Today the building is
divided to accommodate office space.  Both
projects have received tax credits for the
rehabilitation of these historic structures.  

FDR State Park is raising funds to place a
life size statue of FDR at Dowdell’s Knob.
The statue will depict FDR sitting on one
of the removable car seats he used when

The Henry County (Alabama) Historical
Group has recently dedicated two historical
markers. Mt. Zion Baptist Church in
Haleburg was the subject of the first marker
erected under this program on July 24th.
Located on Stovall Drive, this historic
church was established and the building
erected in 1871 by freed slaves. The church
structure still stands today in much the
same form as when it was built and many of
the descendants of founding families have
continued to support the church for almost
125 years. The second marker was erected
in Newville on November 7th. This marker
presents a capsule history of Newville,
which was originally founded as a village
called Wells about 1882. In 1893, after the
Abbeville Southern Railroad laid tracks
through the town, the name was changed
to Wells Station. Wells Station later
incorporated as Newville in 1903. The
town of Newville became prosperous with
banks, lodges, churches, doctors, schools,
societies, a newspaper, depot, sawmills,
cotton gins and mule stables. Newville’s
slow decline began after the Great
Depression due to farm mechanization and
loss of commerce. This marker was erected
on a lot donated to the Henry County
Historical Group by the family of Joel
Shelley and Cleveland Kirkland.

The incorporated name of Georgia’s
Working 1850s town outside Lumpkin,
Georgia is being changed to Historic
Westville, Inc. “We decided to go with the
flow,” Executive Director Mac Moye said.
“Nobody could remember the old name of
Westville Historic Handicrafts Inc. That’s

Page Four
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TOURISM AND PRESERVATION NEWS

♦
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(from left) Derek Peterson, Gary Smith,
Tommy Jones, A. B. Cotton, Roberta Childs,
Gayle Thomas, Ron Thomas, Larry Smith,

Doug Purcell and Julia W. Tye

(Continued On Page Five)



addition, the museum will replace the
existing 79-year-old structure on the post.
A Columbus State University study
suggested that the new museum and
surrounding Heritage Park could generate
up to $40 million a year to the city’s coffers.
The museum will offer approximately
170,000 square-feet of exhibit space, almost
six times what the current museum offers.  

Like several other state agencies the
Alabama Agricultural Museum has lost all
of its public funding from the Sate of
Alabama. The Alabama Agricultural
Museum has been headquartered at
Landmark Park since its inception in 1993.
The purpose of the agency is to provide
educational programs, preserve agricultural
equipment, and to develop the State
Museum of Agriculture on the grounds at
Landmark Park. To keep the museum
facility open, the Agricultural Museum
Board has set a goal to raise $50,000.
Approximately one-half of this amount has
been raised already, thanks to
Representative Joe Carothers and the
Alabama Department of Agriculture &
Industries. You can help by contributing to
the “Save the Museum Fund” at Landmark
Park. Checks should be made payable to
Landmark Park and mailed to: Save the
Museum Fund, c/o Landmark Park, Post
Office Box 6362, Dothan, Alabama 36302. 

The Alabama Bureau of Tourism and Travel
recently received the State Tourism
Organization of the Year award by the
Southeast Tourism Society. The innovation
“Year of Alabama Gardens” campaign
involved First Lady Patsy Riley, Southern
Living Magazine, Alabama Public
Television, Alabama Department of
Transportation and the Alabama
Nurserymen’s Association. The Bureau also
sponsored weekly Saturday Walking Tours
in 33 towns throughout the state.  

Carl Kriegeskotte led a group of film makers
to Port Columbus for two days in August to
bring a famous Civil War naval story to
The History Channel. U.S. Navy Lt.
William Cushing is the topic of the
documentary. Cushing is sometimes referred
to as “Lincoln’s Commando” and was

involved in many daring raids into
Confederate territory. His most famous
exploit was the effort to sink the ironclad
ship CSS Albemarle. Filming was done at
the site of the original Albemarle scene in
Plymouth, North Carolina, and in many
other sites including Washington DC,
Vicksburg, Mississippi and in Pennsylvania.
The film is set to be shown on The History
Channel in April 2005. 

On October 4, 2004, the Hills & Dales
estate in LaGrange, Georgia, opened to the
public. Completed in 1916, for LaGrange
textile magnate Fuller Earle Callaway Sr.
and his wife Ida Jane Cason Callaway, the
historic 13,000 square-foot home and nearly
7,000 square-foot visitor center are part of
$5.5 million in improvements at Hills &
Dales, including grounds and building, said
project manager Richard J. Waterhouse
with the Fuller E. Callaway Foundation. By
comparison, the Hills & Dales home cost
an estimated $125,000 to build. 

On October 4, 2004, the Troup County
Historical Society and Archives and Troup-
Harris-Coweta Public Library received an
award from the Georgia Historical Records
Advisory Board for “Excellence in Archival
Program Development.” Secretary of State
Cathy Cox, Director of the Georgia
Archives David Carmichael, and GHRAB
Chairman Lee Kinnamon presided over the
awards ceremony which was held at the
State Archives in Morrow, Georgia.
Historical President Oliver Greene and
Archives Director Kaye Minchew accepted
the award for the Troup County
organizations. 

To show appreciation for those who serve
and protect our country, The Gardens at
Callaway is now offering a special admission
price for military. Effective immediately,
those who present valid military
identification (active duty, reserve,
National Guard, retiree and dependents) at
the gate will qualify for the special
admission price of $10/adult (regular $13);
$3.50/child (ages 6-12) (regular $6.50); and
children 5 and under are admitted free. Tax
is additional. 

The tourism and travel industry is estimated
to grow by 28% from 1997 to 2007.
Agricultural and nature based tourism are
growing at an anticipated 30% over the
same period of time. 

Two checks for federal grants totaling
$99,999 each were presented on November
22, 2004, to Richland, Georgia officials for
two projects designed to improve business
in the downtown community. The U.S.
Department of Rural Development
presented the funds to the Richland
Downtown Development Authority to help
restore the historic Richland Hotel. Also, a
Rural Business Enterprise Grant was
awarded to the city to establish a revolving
loan fund that will first benefit a printing
firm. The firm will repay the loan to the
city, which will have the money to loan to
other businesses and industries. The
Authority, which owns the hotel built in
the 1920s, plans a $1.43 million restoration
project with proposals to turn the structure
into office space, possibly a bed and
breakfast or hotel and meeting space for the
community, said Katie Howard, Director of
Economic Development for the Lower
Chattahoochee Regional Development
Center in Columbus. Most of the
restoration money is expected to come from
loans and $213,214 generated from the sale
of rehabilitation tax credits. Rent generated
from the property will be used to pay off the
loans. 

Scenic Solutions: Designs and Methods
for America the Beautiful is a new CD
publication available from Scenic America,
produced in conjunction with the Natural
Resources Conservation Service of the U.
S. Department of Agriculture. Using 45
illustrated case studies, it can help citizen
activists, design professionals, government
officials, and students learn from good
scenic conservation practices used in a wide
variety of projects. Order it for $20 plus
shipping and handling from the Scenic
America bookstore at www.scenic.org or by
contacting 202-638-0550, extension 14 or
lint@scenic.org. 

♦

♦

♦

♦

♦

♦

♦

♦

♦
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THE CHATTAHOOCHEE AGRITOURISM PROJECT:  
WHAT IT IS……

CHATTAHOOCHEE AGRITOURISM PROJECT

As indicated elsewhere in this issue of Chattahoochee Tracings, the Historic Chattahoochee Commission has been awarded a grant in
the amount of $150,000 from the United States Department of Agriculture. This grant will be used to establish the Chattahoochee
AgriTourism Project, also known as CAP. The principal purpose of CAP is to assist rural landowners throughout the Lower Chattahoochee
River Valley to establish viable economic alternative to conventional agriculture, alternatives that are based in rural tourism.

The rural counties of the Lower Chattahoochee River Valley have declined economically ever since World War I. There are a number of
major reasons for this decline. Among them are the advent of automobiles and trucks, which replaced railroad and riverboat transportation;
improved highways, which made access to urban area more easily accessible; World Wars I and II, Korea, and Vietnam, which allowed rural
soldiers to see and experience the larger world; the advent of telephones, radio, television, and the internet, which brought popular ideas and
wider cultural access to rural citizens; the advent of chemical and mechanized farming, which greatly decreased the need for intensive manual
labor on the farm; the Civil Rights Movement, which resulted in motion toward urban and suburban areas among both white and black
populations; the over-production of traditional row crops, which dragged down prices; government farm policy, which taught farmers that
aggressive marketing is not a necessary skill; and the advent of silviculture, which has been so pervasive in some areas as to essentially preclude
any land use other than tree farming.

The enhancement of land value must now depend on new, innovative, and creative uses of the region’s significant natural, historic,
architectural, archaeological, and cultural resources. An alternate economic opportunity for farmers and other rural landowners lies in a
variety of alternative, ethical, and organic farming methods and activities.

There is one viable alternative land-use which has been developing gradually for about forty years now –- tourism. Traditional tourism in
the Valley, led by such organizations as the HCC, has found a place in serving the educational and recreational needs of people from around
the globe. While tourism and its resulting jobs will not entirely cure the economic ills of the rural areas of the Chattahoochee Valley, it
certainly offers a most reasonable opportunity for economic development in the near future.

Paradoxically, the crisis in conventional farming creates a timely opportunity to bring farmers in to an already existing tourism
cooperative. Traditional touristic attractions and farm operators, working through CAP, can now link together to provide a unified marketing
plan and a regional cultural identity. The creation and launching of wide-ranging rural and farm-based touristic activities and venues through
CAP will produce a substantial addition to the regional job market; an increase in annual revenue per rural acre; a marked expansion in the
volume and variety of community retail sales; and a revitalization of prosperity and hope for the rural citizens of the Chattahoochee Valley. 

The results will be this: Traditional attractions will benefit from adding farms and other rural land and water resources to the existing
tourism cooperative, and, in turn, traditional farm families will benefit from the shared public programming expertise and marketing skills of
the established attractions. Both will feed off the other’s primary markets. The whole is thus greater than the sum of its parts.

The Historic Chattahoochee Commission, with its many years of experience in regional conservation, preservation, history, education,
and tourism, is the obvious link. The Historic Chattahoochee Commission is prepared to answer the compelling demand to generate new
and vital economic opportunities for the people of the Lower Chattahoochee River Valley. It will accomplish this through innovative
strategies that will soon be developed by CAP and implemented by the region’s rural landowners. 

CHATTAHOOCHEE AGRITOURISM PROJECT

By Fred C. Fussell, Project Director and Matthew M. Moye, Development Specialist

will be the focus of this year’s programming.

Dr. Lloyd is professor of history at

Columbus State University. Mr. Bullard was

born in Columbus but also had roots in

Stewart County. He stowed away to Europe

as a youth to escape racial discrimination in

America in the early years of the 20th

Century. Bullard became a celebrated boxer,

musician and World War I pilot in France.

Three Organizations to Receive HCC Seed Grants
(Continued From Page Two) • Southern Lower Chattahoochee Valley

Council of Governments, Columbus,

Muscogee County, Georgia

$2,188.60 for brochures to attract and

direct interested visitors to the southwest

Georgia counties of Stewart, Clay, Quitman

and Randolph. The Council of

Governments has partnered with the

Southwest Georgia Tourism Alliance to

develop and print 30,000 copies of a

brochure which highlights attractions in

these counties. The promotional piece will

be used in conjunction with a website that

is being developed to promote the region.

In the last nineteen years the HCC has

distributed over $104,000 to 58 different

groups in its eighteen county region. 
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RENEWALS
1. Kenneth & Jeanne Slay
2. Robert Shedden
3. Dothan Convention & Visitors Bureau
4. Gates House Bed & Breakfast
5. Marty & Margaret Olliff
6. Smith Lanier, II
7. William F. Church
8. Manonia Snell
9. John & Lou Martin
10. George & Ramona Wright
11. Mr. & Mrs. Lamar Powers
12. Butch Frumin
13. Elizabeth Davis
14. Henry & Mary Gray
15. Sarah Lawrence
16. Margaret Russell
17. Winston Smith T
18. Tim & Joy Glover
19. Tom & Ann Ballenger
20. Forrest & Nancy Shivers
21. Lindy Money
22. Mr. & Mrs. Albert Killian
23. J.B. & Barbara Short
24. Reid Wallis
25. Mary Alice Budge
26. Sarah Fishburne
27. Wendell Wentz
28. Janice P. Biggers
29. Carl & Jessie Summers
30. William & Peggy Stelpflug
31. Eddie & Dianne Freeman
32. Tim Beasley
33. Peter Trodd
34. Eufaula/Barbour County Chamber of
Commerce
35. Jack Gilchrist
36. John Lupold
37. Marjorie Gay
38. Brenda Colbert
39. Terry & Susan Bishop
40. Alto Jackson
41. Charles Auman
42. Steve Clouse
43. Rich & Marilyn Daniels
44. Troup County Archives
45. Joyce Howell
46. George Daniel
47. Bill Dillard
48. Betty S. Brown
49. Stewart County Historical Commission
50. Willie M. Porter
51. Jim & Marianne Phillips
52. Wilma Crapps
53. Frank Turner
54. Westiville
55. Eleanor & John T. Harris
56. William Hudson
57. Compass Bank
58. Thomas Parker
59. Mary Stewart
60. Gloria Jones

61. Charles & Regina Garrett
62. Gayle & Ronnie Thomas
63. Ethel W. Foley
64. Gerald & Karen Sprenger
65. Gorman & Celeste Houston
66. Emily Champion
67. Robert & Barbara Patton
68. Robert W. Davis
69. Anderson Construction
70. James Coleman
71. James & Linda Straub
72. BankTrust
73. City of Donalsonville
74. Mary Askew
75. Gloria Franklin
76. Georgia Humanities Council
77. Roberta Childs
78. Columbus Convention & Visitors
Bureau
79. Edward & Rebecca French
80. Mrs. Betty C. Beegle
81. David Seibert
82. Mr. & Mrs. David M. Still
83. Jackie Rucker
84. Jerry Beasley
85. David J. Allen
86. Virginia Barfield
87. Ozark-Dale County Public Library
88. Mountain Hill Schoolhouse 
Foundation, Inc
89. Roger Davis
90. Virginia Harvey
91. Ted Little
92. Clara Mihalko
93. Roselyn Holloway
94. Greater Valley Area Chamber
95. John D. Davis
96. Branko & Deborah Medenica
97. Farmers Exchange Bank
98. Frances D. Lawler
99. Kimbrough Brothers General Store
100. Virginia Copeland
101. Bob & Betsy Powers
102. William & Elma Varner
103. Howard & Miriam Syler
104. Earl & Roberta Hyers
105. Neal Rumble
106. Charles D. Beall
107. Auburn Heritage Association
108. Andy & Pam Moye
109. Joe Cannon
110. Polyengineering, Inc.
111. Dr. & Mrs. Paul Hufham, Jr.
112. Dave & Dallas Jankowski
113. Eufaula Heritage Association
114. Carolyn Hutchenson
115. Connie & Frank Garrison
116. Donalsonville-Seminole County
Chamber of Commerce
117. Maple Hill Guest House
118. Bettye B. Littlefield
119. Angie Hall

2004 - 2005 MEMBERSHIP CAMPAIGN
120. LaVerne Wright
121. Fred & Judy Tye
122. Bobby & Marilyn Bennett
123. Karan & Max Pittman
124. Mr. & Mrs. Sam Marley
125. Ozark Area Chamber of Commerce
126. Decatur County Historical Society
127. Friends of the Ozark Library
128. Tim French Advertising
129. Ann Pearson
130. Ann Petry
131. Brenda K. Howell
132. Pat Schiller
133. J. J. Jaxon Company
134. Register Realty

SPECIAL GIFTS $100+
1. Elizabeth Folger
2. William Beasley
3. Richard Harry Hart
4. Great Southern Wood Preserving
5. Mr. & Mrs. Robert Dixon
6. Steve Sharp

SPECIAL INDIVIDUAL/FAMILY
MEMBERSHIPS $25+

1. E. L. Roy Hunt (New)
2. Jamil Zainaldin (New)
3. Colonel Albert F. Simpson (New)
4. Calvin Wingo (Renewal)
5. Lynne MacElvain (Renewal)
6. Jack Wingate (Renewal)
7. William Church (Renewal)
8. Newell Floyd (Renewal)
9. Mary G. Whitehead (Renewal)
10. James C. Whatley (Renewal)
11. Elizabeth Lipscomb (Renewal)
12. Edward Mueller (Renewal)
13. Florence Foy Strang (Renewal)
14. Fred & Cathy Fussel (Renewal)
15. Mac Moye (Renewal)

NEW MEMBERSHIPS
1. Peggy Williams
2. Barbara Howell
3. Farris J. Jones
4. Elizabeth Folger
5. Hurtsboro Effort for Local Preservation
6. Karen Jeane
7. Joyce Howell
8. William Bowling II
9. Frank Riley
10. The Columbus Museum
11. Bill Carroll
12. Chattahoochee County Historic
Preservation
13. Deborah Casey
14. Florence Sheffield

MEMORIALS 
In Memory of Nalgie Barnes by Bobby
Bennett
In Memory of John R. Purcell, Sr., by
Bobby Bennett
In Memory of Charlie Singleton by Bobby
Bennett

(Membership Campaign Period October 1, 2004-September 30, 2005)
Listing dates: October 1 – November 29, 2004
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PEOPLE IN THE NEWS
(Continued From Page Four)

Mott received her B.A. in
Communications, as well as a M.A. in
Organizational Communications from
Auburn University. Her educational
background gives her the foundation to
understand the dynamic world of business,
allowing her to efficiently work in a multi-
task environment. Over the last four years,
Mott has quickly moved up in position and
responsibility as a Marketing Manager for
both MAGANATRAX and American
Buildings Company. Mott has been a
member of the Chamber’s Marketing
Committee and currently sits on the
Promotions Committee of Main Street
Eufaula. 

The Alabama Historical Commission has
selected State Archives Director Dr. Ed
Bridges to act temporary as the
Commission’s Executive Director, after Lee
Warner resigned as Executive Director in
mid-August. Bridges, 58, has been Archives
Director since 1982, and because of that
position has been a Commission member
since 1982. Elizabeth Brown, director of the
commission’s historic preservation division,
will serve as Chief of Staff, overseeing day-
to-day operations of the agency while
Bridges spends most of his time at the
archives. Bridges said that he will sign
contracts, oversee budgets, legal work and
hiring for the Commission after consulting

with staff and commissioners. The 21-
member Commission oversees an agency
that has about 120 employees and expects
to expects to spend over $9.7 million, much
of it federal money. 

Dr. Carole Rutland, Executive Director of
Columbus State University’s Coca-Cola
Space Science Center for the last 10 years,
retired at the end of September to take a
job as Executive Director of RiverWay
South, an arm of Voyage of Discovery, Inc.
The organization, bolstered by a $150,000
grant from the United States Department of
Agriculture, will try to make the rivers
economically important to the people who
live along them so they will better protect
them, according to board co-chairwoman
Becky Champion. RiverWay South will
promote historical, ecological and
agricultural tourism along the three rivers.
Rutland, who spent 23 years with the
Muscogee County School District as a
teacher and administrator before joining
the Columbus State University staff, said
she had been considering retirement for
several months. 

The Middle Flint Regional Center has
recently announced that Matt McDaniel
filled the position of Historic Preservation
Planner on August 16, 2004. Mr. McDaniel
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has a Master of Historic Preservation degree
from the University of Georgia and is
completing a Master of History degree from
Louisiana State University. He most
recently worked as a senior historian with
Parson Brinckerhoff Quade and Douglas, a
civil engineering firm in Atlanta. 

Lin Graham, former Executive Director of
Southeast Alabama Trails, has accepted a
position at the Army Aviation Museum as
Foundation Manager. While Ms. Graham is
retiring as Executive Director of SEATS,
she still remains committed to the
organization and will be working as a
volunteer to help it grow and prosper. 

Former Cuthbert Mayor, Earl Thompson,
died on September 3, 2004, at Emory
University Hospital in Atlanta. He was
former Chairman of the Lower
Chattahoochee Council of Governments
for ten years. A retired insurance agent,
Thompson served as councilman for the
City of Cuthbert, was former Chairman of
the Southwest Georgia Chamber of
Commerce for three years, a former member
of the Randolph Development Authority,
former Chairman of the Lower
Chattahoochee Regional Development
Center, and former President of the second
district Georgia Municipal Association. 

This publication is made possible through
the appropriations of the Georgia 

General Assembly


